


Zenner leaves Lakusta

By ANGE D'AGUI
Herald-Tribune staff

Less than a month ago. hilteen-ycear-
old Bezanson welterweight Daren Zen-
ner appeared to have things pretty well
going his way

Touted as a fine boxing prospect,
Zenner was to accompany his ex-coach,
former Canadian heavyweight cham-
pron Ken Lakusta, first to Los Angeles,
then to San Juan, Puerto Rico. Lakusta
will step into the ring against former
Canadian and World Boxing Council
heavyweight champ Trevor Berbick in
San Juan on May |

Today, however, while Lakusta
trains in Los Angeles’ Hoover Street
Gym, Zenner finds himself out in the
cold in Edmonton, sull waiting for his
clusive first sanctioned fight

“We're stull friends. but it just didn’t
work out,”” said Zenner of his decision
to forego the planned southern excur
sion with Lakusta.

“He invited me down there he
wanted me to go pretty bad. But he has
his own career to think about, he
shouldn’t have to worry about two
(careers) right now

“*He was teaching me some stuff, but
it wasn't basic, " said Zenner, who
heeded the advice of several acquaint
ances and returned to tramner Ray Cut

ler's corner. Zenner was under Cutler’s
tutelage prior to his brief stint with
Lakusta.

Zenner rejoined Cutler with the n
tention of training for the junior provin-
ctal championships held last weekend
in Edmonton. However, Cutler man
aged to withhold Zenner from stepping
into the ring against that calibre of box-
ers until he was better prepared.

“In all honesty, | didn’t think Daren
was ready,”” said Cutler, explaning
Zenner, who only resumed training two
weeks ago, 1sn’tin top physical condi
ton

Cutler said Zenner will train through
out the summer, then get his feet wet by
engaging in a “‘couple of casy fights™
next fall

“We're going to do it night. ™

While sparring at the Cougar Boxing
Gym against Stan Cunningham, a wel
terweight whom Cutler said has four
professional fights to his credit, Zenner
caught the eye of club-coach Paul
Hordie.

“Quite frankly, | think the kid's
talented and 1 should know, I've
seen enough of them,” said Hordie. a
boxing coach for 34 years, who's cur-
rently coaching Edmonton's Scott
Olson, last year’s Commonwcealth
light-flyweight gold medallist
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DAREN ZENNER
. . still waiting

‘I feel qualified to say the boy has
much more than just a htle talent.”
added Hordie, a Canadian national
team coach who also aided Edmonton’s
Kelly Perlette to a hght-middleweight
Commonwealth gold medal in 1978

Hordie, who feels Zenner should
already have had at least two hghts to
his credit at this stage in his boxing
career, said the youngster ““has the ta-
lent to go some place.” il he gets a good
trainer who ensures proper traming and
sparring
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Daren Zenner gets Texas ed

By DAN SCHNICK
Herald-Tribune staff

The Standing Eight Boxing Club
in Dallas, Texas is an unlikely place
for a Bezanson kid. In fact, it's an
unlikely place for a white kid!

Daren Zenner 1s the only white
boxer of roughly 30 blacks and
Hispanics in the renowned club and
is certainly the only puncher from
Canada, but he feels right at home

The 17-year-old pugilist made the
move to Texas on May 25 to gain an
edge in his burgeoning boxing
career. Already the decision has paid
off

“I've learned more in the time I've
been here than in all the years I've
been boxing,” Zenner said i a
telephone conversation from  his
Dallas residence last night. “I had a
problem with heat dehydration but
I'm over that and the training 1s
going really good.™

Zenner's progress is due in large
part to his trainer, former World
Welterweight (147 1b.) Champion
Curtis Cokes

“He's really good. He's got me
settling down on my punches
they're more crisp, with more pow
er. I'm working on my style: jab.
step in and punch and dance.”

What is likely his biggest learning
aid 1s that every boxer in the gym is
dedicated and, most importantly.
hungry

“You can beat on these guys but
they just keep coming back,” ex
claimed Zenner. “The first thing you
learn is that if you hit a guy hard you
finish him. You have to take what
you learn here into the ring - you
can't slack off. If you get tagged
you'll get finished.”

Another thing he has found is the
misconception of the poor boxer
being the hungriest

“The poor kid who uses boxing to
get out s a stereotype. Everybody
pays the fee ($200/month ¢lub mem-
bership) and most aren’t that poor
Everybody here loves boxing, that's
why they're hungry. You don't have
any problems finding someone to
spar with - a light-weight will spar
with you. And even then, you're
going to get a fight. There are some
real tough boys here.™

Being a distinct minority 1s the
opposite of what he i1s used to but the
situation doesn't present a problem

“When | walked into the gym the
first day everyone stopped what they
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DAREN ZENNER

were doing and just stared,” recalled
Zenner with a laugh. “But everytih
ing 18 okay now - they call me “Little
Brother ™

‘Little” is hardly the right term to
describe Zenner. In the last two
months he has rocketed from 6717 1o
6°3". His weight has vanied hitle:
161 1b., five over the middleweight
limit, his ideal fighting mass

“I'm trying to get ready for the
Canadian  Intermediate  title  next
Febuary. I'll get down to 156 no
problem

It's hard to behieve that with his
regime he can
pounds. Zenner gets up every morn
ing at 5:00 a.m. and runs six miles,
works out with weights from 10:00
a.m o 11, then hits the gym with
Cokes working him from 1:00 p.m
until 4:30

exercise lose live

“I'll probably stay down here for
six months,” he predicts. “I'm going
to learn some tricks of the trade with
Curtis then try to get a fight n
Grande Prainie in the fall, T want
everyone up there to know what I'm
up to.”

The Standing Eight will be Zen
ner's traming headquarters for the
next three years with Cokes staying
on as his trainer. His long-term goal
1s the 1992 Olympics and after that a
professional career

“Eventually T want to grow into a
crutserweight. | think for my height
that would be about nght.”

But right now 1t's hard and dedi-
cated trining -~ and Zenner has no
problems with that

I love training. I'm proving
myselt right now but | want to be the
best. This is the way you find out if
you cian be the best
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Look out Texas!
here comes Daren

Young local fighter is in tough
against experienced opponents

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staft

Daren Zenner will climb into a
boxing ring in Arlington. Texas tonight
to begin a tournament in which he's not
supposed to beat anybody — on paper
that 18

The 1 7-year-old  Grande Prairie
born. Bezanson-raised puncher won the
right to represent Dallas at the presti
gious, annual amateur tournament by
thrashing a clubmate at Pike’s Park on
back-to-back days over a month ago

Now the 6-foot-3. 156-pound junior
middleweight faces the toughest chal
lenge of his young career

In spite of the fact that Zenner s
techmcally still i the novice class with
only seven fights under his belt. the
tournament has placed him m the open
class. primarily because he defeated
veteran of 35 fights in carning his berth
into the tourney

Tonight, Zenner will face Fred Rayes
ol Sweetwater. Texas. a veteran of 42
fights. in opening-round action

Rayes. 32-10 in the ring, s
Mexican-American fighter who Zenner
expects to live up to the reputation that
other fighters of that nationality have
established — TOUGH!

“You have to hit them with the sink.,
and the couch. . and they still get back

CINDERELLA
SEPT. 26 & 27
See Pages 10 & 32

up. It's Kind of  trustrating Says
Zenner. “They don't care how bad they
look afterwards.™ L

Il Zenner gets past Rayes, (pro
nounced ray-ess) he will meet Gerald
Grant tomorrow afternoon for gold in
the junior middleweight division

Grant. who got the bye. should be
more trouble than Rayes ever thought of
heing

I'he Houston fighter packs an im
pressive 80-16 record into the tourna
ment. and although he’s noton the US
Olympic team, he 1s known as one of the
top amateurs inTexas

‘He's won pretty well every amateur
tournament around. and 'm not sup
posed to beat this guy

But Zenner. who s tramed by former
undisputed welterweight champion of
the world Curtis Cokes. feels ready and
would relish the opportunity to climb
through the ropes and challenge Grant

1've been traming hard for the last
month and a halt.” adds Zenner by
telephone from Dallas. “1've been run
ning seven miles a day . traming tor four

hours. and gomg 15 rounds a day on the
heavy bag. And. I've beendoing alotol
sparring.”

Cokes is also betting on Zenner, the
only white fighter i his stable ol over
100 pugilists

“Curtis feels confident with me. He
feels Thave better physical abilities. I'm
smarter, and [hit harder. But these guys
have been around. So if T ose. it would
be their experience that did it for them.™

Although Zenner has no concrete
plans at this point. he says he would like
to return to Canada next month and
prepare for. and take a shot at. the
Canadian championship in February
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Zenner too

Local fighter strikes
gold at Arlington

with a pair of KO’s

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Onlookers were betting on experi-
ence, and against unproven potential -
but most onlookers were surprised!

It took less than three rounds for

Bezanson's Daren Zenner to dispose of ©

TWO opponents on the weekend, eam-
ing him gold at an annual amateur
boxing tournament at the Boy's Club in |
Arlington, Texas, a suburb of Dallas.

Zenner won the right to take on
Houston's Gerald Grant for the gold |
medal Saturday by first defeating
Sweetwater, Texas native Fred Rayes |
Friday night.

Zenner, now 8-1, stopped Rayes,
32-11, by knocking him out in the :
second round.

"It was a real good fight, he was |
tough,” said Zenner of the Mexican-
American opponent. “He lost, but I had |
a lot respect for him."

That win pitted Zenner against Grant,
a veteran of 96 fights with an 80-16
record, for all the marbles in the junior
middleweight division (156 pounds)
Saturday afternoon

The result was a stunning first-round
knockout victory for Zenner over his
heavily favored opponent.

Zenner scored the knockout with a
right hook, but credits the stategy to his |
trainer Curtis Cokes, who shouted
pointers from ringside.

“Me and Curtis have been working on
this punch for guys who rush in on you,™ '

explained Zenner. “You pivot on your '

right foot and you step back, and when
you pivot, you throw the right hook.

“When I fought Grant he kept rushing
in on me, and | heard Curtis yelling
from the corner, pivot, pivot. So I did it,
and | caught him with the right hook. It
was something really good and he just
went down. | caught him, and that was
i

“If Curtis hadn’t been in my corner, it
would’ve been a lot longer fight. A
good cornerman like Curtis picks up on
what the other guy is doing. I heard him
yelling from the corner and the next
time the guy rushed in on me, | caught
him with the shot.”

The upset stunned the fans and
experts alike

“Nobody expected it, the whole
crowd was quiet when it happened. Sort
of like, what's this white boy doing”?

“I look at this gold medal, but it
hasn't really sunk in yet,” added the
17-year-old. Grande Prairie-born
fighter

The fact that the fights ended before
they could be a leaming experience for
the 6-foot-3 puncher was not a problem

“The thing is, I've improved 200
percent since I've come down here and
started working with Curtis. So | didn't
£o nto the fights with the attitude that 1
wanted to learn from them, I went in
there with the attitude that I was going to
take them out.”

Cokes, who was the undisputed
world welterweight champ for three
years in the late sixties, vouched that
Zenner 1s for real.

“He's looking real good, I'm real
proud of him. He went through these
two fights with no problem at all,” said
Cokes by telephone from Dallas last
night. “I'm going to miss him when he
leaves. He's the champ of the gym right
now."

Cokes. who works with approximate-
ly 150 fighters at any given time as
owner of Pike's Park in Dallas, wasn't

much for Texas

DAREN ZENNER WITH TRAINER CURTIS COKES

worried that Zenner was moving up too
fast by taking on the veteran fighters this
weekend. The knockouts (both fighters
were down for the count) vindicated his
beliefs

“These Kids (Rayes and Grant) have a
lot of experience, but we teach our guys
in the gym that that doesn’t make any
difference. This kid (Zenner) has got a
lotofability too, and all we have todo is
get it out of him.”

The progress that Zenner has made to
this point prompted Cokes to make a
bold prediction

“Shoot, by the time he's 22 or 23
years old, he's going to be world
champion. He punches like a profes-
sional fighter right now. He's got that
good left hook, good right hand, long
reach and o good jab. That's almost
unbeatable. These Kids down here just

Ve PIREN

AEA $AEHMUOEADAM A

DN} YRS t NI ANASE2VEOSRII BEckhl yikbRly t | IS

can't take that type of banging.”

But Cokes feels he will go a long
ways in the fight game for more reasons
than just having the physical tools.

“He's got a good attitude, and 1 think
that's the key. When he turns pro, he
could be a good fighter with a little
pushing. because we pushed him to the
limit, and he responded.™

Zenner plans to return o Grande
Prairie carly next month, and a Cana-
dian championship is his next target

1 think this win means I'm ready for
anybody in Canada,” added Zenner. 1
want to win that Canadian title in
February ™

One thing is certain, Zenner left his
mark on the Lone Star state

“The kid has definitely turned a lot of
heads down here,” summed Cokes
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Zenner growing up fast

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner s learning lots about
boxing, and hife

I'he Grande Prarie-born mud
dleweight who made the decision to
turn professional last month, plans to go
through the formality of making the
ofticial announcement at a press conter-
ence Dec. 2nd, says manager Stan
Miller

Miller also says that two dates are in
mind for Zenner's professional debut
Jan. 19th or the 26th and,  the
Edmonton location has been narrowed
to either the Convention Centre or the
Agricom. The opponent will also come
from a list that has been narrowed (o
three possible candidates - all reported-
ly tough. worthy opponents

Zenner will be based out of Edmon-
ton, and 1s currently traming at the
Panther Gym. Tramer Curtis Cokes,
former world welterweight champion,
will accompany Zenner 1o Grande
Prairie carly in December

Zenner’s return to Alberta from
Pike's Park in Dallas. Texas, where he
was tramming  under the tutelage ol
Cokes, was prompted in part by war
wounds

Zenner, 18, suftered a hairline frac-
ture 1o his jaw, a broken nose and some
loosened teeth due o an accumulation
of punches from clubmate  Johnny
Johnson following three straight weeks
of sparring at Pike’s Park in Dallas,
where the two were training

“I"'ve wanted to spar with Johnny for
a long tme, and T finally got him - for
three weeks straight,” said Zenner by
telephone from Edmonton. “After cach
day my nose was so pufty Teould hardly
breathe through at, but that's the price

vou pay to learn.”

Cokes pitted the two fighters agaimst
one another for the sessions believing
Zenner was ready for the more experi
enced Johnson

Zenner claims that Johnson
fricnd out of the ring — uses worn out
gloves in sparring sessions, and their
lack of padding makes it that much
worse to be on the receiving end

a best

In spite of a rowdy and somewhat
rambunctious reputation tor bemng o
veteran of as many hghts outside of the
ring as in, Miller claims Zenner - who
has recently taken professional therapy
to help curb his aggression s under
going a lot of maturation and he feels
the pugihst s ready tor the professional
fight game

“He's growing up alot,” says Miller
“He's I8 now. and | believe he's very
serious. and very committed. We know
he's got all the talent in the world. and
we know he's in great shape ™

—
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Proposed fight card looking to clear hurdles

57,"

DAREN ZENNER

By KEVIN PILLING
llndd Tribune staff

Proy lor 2 proposed Jan. 24 prol 1 hoxing cand i
Girande Praine’s l-ﬁ-n) Macdanikd Arer featuring the debes of
Ietmatow i bopelal Daren Zenner see umbrway on two faonis

A progosid 10 duve Boeor vl labke Toe the cund which headlines a
buttle between Tev welterwenyht Anthony “Two Guns™ Will e
wnd am vt wadentified fighner, will po hefoee cry councd nest
Moty

S0 3 matmer of Dhart wee horve to get a by Lo on place spgrovieg the
Jabany Mac 1o sell Tsguor,” siys Georpe Koen of community
services. “We've alrendy allowed liquoe into the facdiies om a
special pert basis

Keen says special permits ure only availuble to menibers of the
Lerwne Centre which domses the Joany Macdoauhd Arces. The
Peoning cund bs o fferent ball of was, hesce ihe aced (o ren it befose
o i

T, bocame of the natuee of the crowd — anybody whio bugs 2
ket — then there bas to be 2 by baw i place allowang that,” Keen
ay
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“ICs st a procedure this we haven' b the appanunity v do

boefore and thes peesenis the oppestumity

Koen adided thint the progenal s alkoe Sguor sales ol the Johnay
Macdonsk! might not come rogh

I ot For certuin,” Keen sy “The promoler s desitoes of
Ravimg the city upply foe .Iquvpcmm T uBow boe the side ol boet
and wine dunng the evest

Ken Kozak, chaieman of 1he Bdrmoston Boxmg sd Wiesting
Commassion, says the canl is abvo gosmg 10 by 1eviowad Lioer this
wioek The cund, which Features thive prodessional bouss inchuding
Zoanet's profossivesl debut agina Amencan middicweight Goel
Visker, will be sddressed luter this woek

“Well be having a meetng this week with our commssion s

Sormally approve whach his st ldhen place o ver save Kivak,
who in adwr un sbdermian i Edeeton

Kozak sinys Ihe detiils of the cand. which plass to sclusde fse
anriew boats in abditon % the theee poo scrs. will he made
avaslable in time for the mecting of the EBW

“We 3 commmssion would be vesctionmg @ o well an
supervising i1 i doos oo abemd ”
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The peodessional eetesces and poges woukd all come ou of the
EEWC o e cand happens, Kovak adis

I e condions can all be miet froen omr prospective s Gir
udhermg 1o the rukes und sepslations amd iF everything e 1
comphed with, iben there's oo reason wivy we should refuse 2

e poodessaonal fighiens must be deemed by the EBWC 10 be 14
and not wesder saspersion betone the cand wil by sanctioned

Zenner wom 't have so mevt asy spevsil roguinersents becamiwe o n
T finl professionad fight

Av long as ull partcipuats, whether s their Ties Gight o

wiherwine, e d:\hml medically G0, then there's no season the
card can't go ahead

Kivak savs the ERWOC wall mect and deoxle shether o st o
sanction the cand by no Ltwr than the end of this week

Pensches the three prodessional houls, the five matcut lights on
Ahe cunnd wll b mmnack o o past by bocul Bosers. Dan Hizgine, cooch
of the Grncle Prasrse Bosing Club, s o cdarge of setning up those
Iighes

The Bdmonaton promoters for the vand will he an Gramde Prnne
leter hin week to anmesnce more details comceming e evem

p
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Daren Zenner camp wants tough

By KEVIN PILLING
Herald-Tribune staff

It's all business in the Daren
Zenner camp now that the local
boxer has arrived in Grande Praine
10 train in earnest for his profession-
al boxing debut on Jan. 24.

The 18-year-old, up-and-comer
rolled into the Swan City on Friday,
accompanied by his manager Stan
Miller and trainer Curtis Cokes.
Zenner and Cokes will be conduct-
ing daily public workouts at | p.m.
in the Renford Inn. As the fight
nears, other boxers on the card will
be coming to the city and joining in
at the workouts.

Cokes, undisputed welterweight
champion of the world from 1966-
69, fought professionally |14 times.
He's been training fighters since
1974, In addition to Zenner, Cokes
also trains Anthony “Two Guns™
Williams who will be fighting Brian
Davenport in the card’s 10-round
main event.

At a press conference Friday
afternoon, Zenner's camp also re-
leased some additional information
about the card to be held in the
Johnny Macdonald Arena

Zenner was scheduled to fight a
boxer named Gord Whittaker in his
debut but that has been changed.
Replacing Whittaker on the card is a
scrapper from Dallas-Fort Worth
named Sugar Ray Haines who'll
battle Zenner for six rounds. With a
6-5 record as a professional, Haines
figures to be pretty stiff competition
for Zenner to be up against in his
first pro fight,

But that's the way Cokes wants it.

“A lot of times people come to
misunderstand that because akid is a
white boxer he can’t fight,” Cokes
said in his southern drawl. “Like the
Gerry Cooney's, they always get
built up by fighting a bunch of stiffs.

“Well, I can assure you this won't
happen with Darren, We're not
going to bring in a bunch of guys to
fall down for him because | won't be
a part of that. | didn’t do that when |
was fighting and Daren doesn't want
to do that cither.”

Despite nearly as many losses as
wins, Cokes doesn't figure Haines
10 be an casy mark for Zenner.
Cokes said he doesn’t place too
much weight on a fighter's record.

“1I'd like to erase that 15-0 stuff.”
Cokes said. “It doesn't really make
good sense to me. The TV people
like that. They can put you on the
television and say your 20-0, your
undefeated and make it sell.

“But you could have defeated
who? Twenty grandmas, so that
doesn’t mean 100 much.”

Besides the Williams-Davenport,
10-round main event and Zenner's
six-round war with Haines, one
other professional bout will be held.
Zenner's manager said the com-

opponents starting from Day 1.

3 b

Daren Zenner works out by chasing targets set by trainer Curtis Cokes.

batants aren’t finalized as yet but he
expects itto be a heavyweight affair.

Not only will the card have the
three pro bouts but five amateur
fights featuring boxers from the
Grande Prairie Boxing Club. At the
press conference, the five local
fighters that will be on the card were
announced. Todd Reum, Gary
Bredeson, Curtis Lizotte, Tom
Prince and Quinton Ferguson will
get the chance to perform in front of
a crowd promoters are hoping will
exceed the 3,000 mark. Tickets for
the fight, ranging from $12-25, are
on sale at ticket outlets throughout
Grande Prairie.

Zenner said while tramning in
Texas with Cokes he had the oppor-
tunity 1o see his opponent and the
local fighter isn't taking him lightly.

I saw him in the gym one time and
| guess he's pretty big, all muscled-
up,” Zenner said about Haines. “But

like Curtis said, I'm not going to
fight a bunch of stiffs. | want to learn
how to fight and when 1 do get a shot
af the title in a few years hopefully |
can win it.”

Cokes has very high hopes for
Zenner. The trainer said he's had the
chance to know some great boxers in
his life - Cokes counts Ali, Foreman
and Frazier as acquaintances - and
he thinks Zenner has got what it
takes to be a world champion

“Daren’s been to school with me
down in Texas and we've been
teaching him how to fight,” Cokes
said. “He'll pretty soon have his
PhD when he'll become a world
champion. I think Daren’s one of the
greatest talents Canada’s ever pro-
duced. | don’t know how the people
of Canada let him get away and get
to me."”

Cokes feels so positive about
Zenner's future that the traner

Staff Photo by Kevin Pilling

previously predicted a world cham-
pionship for Zenner within two
years. Acknowledging that may
have been too rosy a picture, Cokes
still feels Zenner's destined for
greatness  somewhere  down  the
road.,

“I might have been rushing it a bit
when | said he'll be o world
champion in 18 months but he's got
so much talent that's still possible.™
Cokes said

In the meantime, Zenner said he's
ready 1o start paying his dues. He's
going 1o take his blossoming career
one day at a time starting with his
Jan. 24 date in the Swan City. But he
admitted he can’t help but look
forward to the day when he gets his
shot at greatness

“If 1 get a chance at a world title,”
Zenner said, 1 don’t just want to
knock on the door. | want to blow it
down "

4EA $AEHMWEADAMA A

DN} VRS

t NI ANASE2VEO0QNYT ¥ 5/ MmpkRE | IS

p



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

Zenner talking dealwith Top Rank Boxing

DAREN ZENNER

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune stafl

Daren Zenner would like 1o reassemble the pieces
of his boxing career

The career was left in o shambles when promoters
(West-Can Promotions) pulled the pin on a proposed
fight card thut was 10 have featured his pro debut at the
Johnny Macdonald Areni. Jan. 24th

Within the few days that followed the collipse of
thit cand, a disillusioned Zenner, |18, wound up in a
fight at & Jocal bar and betore the night ended. found
himself facing assuub charges after scufthing with
cell mate.

Zenner feels he has learned the hard way how
difficult i can be 1o leam aggression in the ong all day
and then turn the switch off when he walks out the
gym door at night

“It was unprofessioni] what 1 did, but when the
cund went down my whole world fell in on me and |
was feeling sorry for myself. | couldn't believe it, und
it (lighting incadents) just happened. Bul, you learn
from your mistakes, and | realize now | can’t put
myself ina position where it could happen again. You
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can't blame a fighter for having an edge where vou
don’t take crap from a guy who provokes you just
because of who you are. Most good fighters have an
edge, il they don’t, they "Il Lack something in the ring
All you can do is avord situations where that can
happen (he provoked) ™
But Zenner hasn't given up on his dream o
someday be o world champion, He's continued
training in Edmonton aver the past several weeks. and
now it appears that things may be taking a tum for the
better for the Grande Prairie-bom middieweight
America’s Top Rank Boxing, a promotional team
thut regularly has fight cards televised inthe LS. has
reportedly shown interest in Zenner and would like
him 1o join their stable of fighters on a five-year deal
But Zenner suys he would first have to prove himsel
“I's o conditional thing, | would have to show
them what 1've got and they'd have 1o like what they
see,” said Zenner by telephone from Edmonton
“The guy who flew up from Vegas and talked to me
seemed really nice and everything The deal they
want is five years, which 1s too long | think, but |
don’t have too much 1o say anymore. | just want to get
fighting.™
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Zenner says that the Top Rank promoters would
also receive 40% of the take on all his fights while he
15 under contract with them

Top Runk would like Zenner to move to Las Vegas
as s00n as possible 1o train at Johnny Tocco's gym
where world heavyweight contender Evander Holy-
field currently punches the bags. And, that would
likely put Zenner's pro debut back in the foresceable
future

But. one snag stands in the way of all that. Zenner
is currently under a court order 1o not leave Alberta
until after his scheduled court appearance late next
month

“I talked to my lawyer and there’s a chance we
might be able to get that (court order) lifted, | should
know in a day or two,” says Zenner optimistically . 1
don’t think they "Il hold it against me for wanting to go
back 10 work ™

1t's not known who will train Zenner in Las Vegas,
but former world welterweight champion Curtis
Cokes, who has trained Zenner extensively over the
past year, has apparemtly given him a green light on
the Top Rank deal

MPp
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Daren Zenner lowers rating
of Top-Rank sparring partner

By KEVIN PILLING
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner took another  step
owards rebuilding his boxing career
which was all but shattered after a
cancelled boxing card here in Grande
Prairic in January and subsequent
crimmnal charges stemming from a
disturbance at a city bar and RCMP
jatl cell Tast month.

Yesterday, Zenner was in Edmon-
ton’s Panther Gym sparring with an
opponent provided by representatives
ol Top Rank Boxing. The promotion-
al team is renowned for it's televised
boxing cards on the ESPN sports
network in the United States. Zenner
says Top Rank has shown interest in
bringing him into its stable of fighters
and vesterday s sparring performance
in Edmonton may have sealed the
network’s decision

“I made him look like a fool.”
Zenner says  of the Top-Rank
provided sparring opponent. “It’s the
sharpest 've felt in a long ime

“1was feeling good like this when |
wis in Grande Prairie then things got
shot down.”™ Zenner says of his time
spent in the Swan City i January
preparing tor his professional boxing
debut. The card was cancelled when
promoters pulled the plug less than
two weeks from the hight date

“1 sort of lost hope there for awhile
but | “ve got 1t back again and 1t’s a
nice teeling.”™

Now the Grande Prane-born mid
dlewerzht says he just has toawait the

outcome of his court case at the end of
this month betlore he takes another
step towards getting his carcer back

on track. He says Top Rank wants
him to go to Las Vegas and trion at
Johnny Tacco’s Gym. the same club
that heavyweight contender Evander
Holly ficld works out at

Zenner says he figures he'll be n
Las Vegas by May 1011 things don’t
turn sour in court. He says Top Rank
has arranged an apartment for him to
live in while he's there

Since his fledgling carcer took a
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nosedive in January, Zenner's been
lett on his own to try and pick up the
pieces. His previous tramer, former
world welterweight champion Curtis
Cokes. s back at his gym in Texas
while Zenner stayed i Alberta

The local boxer wasn't going to let
himselt be counted out though. He
says he's been keeping in shape at his
home i Bezanson “domng lots of
roadwork and swit™ while awaiting
his trial. Now he’'s happy 1o have the
chance 1o look forward o getting
back i the gym and into the hands ol
professionals

“"When [ get down there (Las
Vegas) | guess they 're going to put
me through a boot-camp and after that
they're going to start me fighting
every three weeks

“They want to move me fast
carclully — but fast.”

Cokes. Zenner's triend as well as
tramner. was in touch with the boxer
_\t‘\ll'ltlil) and took the news ol |U[‘
Rank's apparent otfer with mixed
emotions

“He told me to watch i, anything
can happen.” Zenner says ol Cokes’
advice. “But he's happy tor me
There's nothing anybody can do, |
just have to go down there and tight
and see il | can make it with the big
bovs

‘What 1t's going to take now that's
difterent than in the past s the hile
things 've got to do now . Be i bed
by 10 every night and up by five every
day and 1 have to stay out of trouble
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Daren Zenner wins pro debut in Vegas

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribane staff

It was & Jonz and winding rowd. Het
Duren Zenner o winting (0 ke where o
led

The Grande Praine-bom muddicw ekt
100 poands) climbed theough the opes
for hes prolessonal boxing debut ot the
Duncs Motel in Lan Vegas, Nevada,
Monday night. and after the scheduled
four rounds agamst an opponest namel
Ererpue Perez fomm Jaurcz, Mexico, (he
fong amd soenetines Trntrating joustiey
thue heought him s that pomt seomed all
wirthwhale

Zemner knocked down the S-3 seterm of
cighl professionul Gighes Tune 0 (e firs
moend with a nght uppercst, lelt ook,
straght-right combination afler an actioe-
pochod round where the two lighters went
LU IS

=1 was gomg o give Bim a sucker panch
when he wons down om wll Fowrs, b the
reberee zrabhod me and 1obd me 1 ooukdn't
o that wnd he sk me o the meatial
comser,” sald Zonaer of the wild openiez
romnd Dt actually gave am abost a 15

coumt (time wise ) He win still dazed when
Be pot wp and T eshad an and landed o
couple more but he got e o headhonh
annl bekl on 1l e bl wem

The cromd of 1000 poople that packed
the Duaes Sallroom responded with o
stunchmg ovation alter the Iwo Ligwtens
finkshod poing 1 war for (hroe nvmuses

The hight setibad down alier i o
Zenmer begim w notive b hands getting
woe rom biting Percs 1o the hoad

We werne using ot ounce ghwes and
ot seomed ke T was punsching o nxh e
woes Sough |l b wilh some big shots
and bed g give mc adin look and beep
commp A

Zenmer Believes he wom coch roumd
vastly m the nmamimoes decnaoa e
he can only remember petting his once of
any coaseymencye. sl by sanl i1 dwin’y
hun

The Zenner Percz boat wis on the
undercand ol b Dosekl Stkes Gene
Fletcher junior woeltorweizhn Night et saw
Stokes woorc i sy roumd vtory

Zeaner. whivhad & 7 | aricus careet in
Alberta imd Leer in Tevas wnder fomer
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workl welerwerght  champion  Custis
Cohes. bad 1 wan sdisost o vear lor his
v alebut alder twming peo last fall A
Cieuncle Praie lighe cand st was 1o have
Teaterad the Bezumvon-rused fighicr o
vanceliod in Januasy

Panner Promotions out of Las Ve »
Tandbing the gt cands of Zenmer and his
stabbomase — another whine fighter ont of
Termessoe samed Clark Earbs - whio alse
won hes professsonal debur on the cand

10 wirs just an unecal thnll so fnally ece
o there. o wins @ deean " sl Zenner by
tekephone. “There wans TV heghlighis on
the Late nows and they called ws (Zenmner
and  Earlst pp-and-comers with bragly
Tutures

Zenner ok the Tight om one ki '
motioe aller the ongimal opponen for Poses
Pached ot at the Last mimuie

Johnny (Toccen mbed me o | wan
pterested and | osad sure, Fm tinad o
traimng withoul ever lighnne. He win o
ety gond opponent For my fiest Highe b
was i it a gamble deviese we bnew
nothing about him

B 1y st Bagpps 4 b o the sl |

A
t NI} ANKSE SREO SUNA | B>/ MPpRE |

Techms sanle bs e imch better suised fir
e [ g
Awl. 2 et people can) s 'm

tabang oo B packed igmers hecane |
ok the fight w the L sume lor
voelse 1 anything. | thob Peres
thought | was the hand pacied fighicr
became he cume our all macho and hoe
oy e Bor thae dda't st omg

Zenner siss s nest fighe o schodulod
b Judy 16, sl the Dunes And then
the 19y ol Bopes wosetsrn 1o Alher
v e w tentainely pescild i o
Sizht o the Lesdorosnd of the Ken Lokt
Gieorpe Foevman host i Edmonson, July
3|

Jenney admits theee Detts inide of &
mwth e st pace. Bl e wants 10 ke
the hights when he can getthens. He hopes
wr e ot et erghn Dighes under bas belt
by the ond o 1 o

e ke SAON Bt B bt ST per
ot Pl e er, prosisaers as e tohd him
I he can el ogether esen @ uadest
winnmg ical ova e aed s
methe e cam enpect 1o A nukong 10
thes et moch

o

3s ¢
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By KEVIN PILLING
Hersld-Tribune staff

Daren Zeamer dadn’t get a chance to up hix
baning recond 10 240 last might in Las Vegas
Tike he was supposed to, but sasd it may huve
Been “a blessing i disgusse.”

Zenser win schedubod 10 ke on Lewis
Amato, 3 mevicun fighter with a purponed
recond of 5.3 But Amato dicdn't show and she
muddleweight feght at he Dunes Howl was
cancelled

“We tned o find samcbody tosiep in ull day
fong." Zenmer sald from Lis Vegas kst nght
“Nodody would take me on one gy motice

“1 thank at's sont of 4 blessing n disgune
though My hands were peetty beat up d now

DAREN ZENNER
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| can pet "em healed so | cun bave 2 it of crack
when | come up there ™

Zenner was referring s developments that
should wee him fight i Edmomon July 31

“The comtract cane through by fax day ™
the Grande Praine-bom boxer said. “I'll be
fighting on the Forerman-Lakusta cand al the
end of the month ™

Zenmer said he doesa’t have any detaih ye
about bis opponent, but does know 1L will be
somehody who is boxing in the Lis Vegas anva
nght sow . Bosing promeners ofiwes hrng
bosers from the sume arca o fll i their
undercands

“I'im rcally excined but | just wish §ooub) go
up with a 240 record. But people up there are

i

2oing 10 et b osee what T oan do and o's goung
s b on TV and sd) . so U m loskoang fiowanl
Wi

Zenmer alvo sand be s ot potg 1 be patiing
mach stk in s boser s recond from hore on in
Whion Be ook om Mesico s Emtrgae Perez i few
weeks apo, e thoupht he was oy up agams
u fighser with less than 10 fights 8o his coredul

It turns out that wass 't s

Twas tlhimg toa tramer tomght aed | Sousd

ou the guy b 25 fighis usder ancaher pame
and Bad Tought undor anvther manwe alier thin
Zenset saud

Fen et going 8o lwk ur records oo sush
ary e 10 E wonld have knows his recond. 1
probabiy soukdnthave been e 1o hnock lem
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ight cancellation‘blessing in disguise’

domn i the fist round bevause | woskl've
been womed aboue it

While Zennerdadn’t got uchumoe o Fighe last
nmight. Clark Earls, Zenner's stabdemine ol
Joduny Tacoo's Gyimin Las Vegas did. Zenner
st Eards was throwen i way over his head,
bt mamaged %0 wan the Tight usyway

He ek was awesone. He oot hosad the
g | e P

Despite mosang a3 fight he was kokng
forward o, Zemmer sand be s sl pretty luppy
with the way thimgs west for him wodsy. He
s ol for the cancelled fight and 1 news
oo Edbawvnton ook 2 1ol the sting out o the
camoct latwon

it be i (Edmonten ) shout July 28,
Zenner sand. 1 st can's want 8 fight
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Zenner KO’s management team
GP boxer prepares for second pro fight Monday

By JEFF McCOSHEN youngster won his debut, came Tosk Ay anan apartment that g lude

the  materal for thewr upoomme bight
Herald-Tribune stalfl g tor mones amd Zennet balhed e ol swimmnng pool CHow can Tocen says he doesa’t want e
Zenner also o) pone Biving con otk Bive i NVezas on ST g ! mwoney trom Zenmer antd the mnd

Daren Zenner Hoored his managy Itions as aowee spot Unnl makan Foweor has been an the Bight buse dlewerght gets el established
ment team carhier this week the mwone o Tova, Zenner Toumd  ness Tor 600 vgurs wmd bis 28 miasium I othink the Rads 2on a0 pod

Now he Bopes o do the sane & el pattmy up with s cochoach s been assovnted wath the hikes ot futurg Fovon sand o Zemwe Im
Tony Perez when he steps into i mbested apartment. Tooadditin, AU former beasswerghts Lamy Holimes oot sommg to det bim down ke they
ning Monday in Lay Vegas for th Ter e Zenmes Bvang onnanm aldoss ane md Shke Weaner Just this weekh. dud
secomd fight of his bdding profes ol ST o day dordd Bieas s werght Champaon Buster Now that the sitwaton s Cleared
sonal carcer This  Kid stoed ot Tor three Doughas amd Eaamder Hols iehd were  upy, Zennes is 110¢ e opcentraty o

The IXyeur-old Grande  Pram

monthis. ™ sand Tocoo, whe st Ao m s gy e hilm

native dropped  an advisory  team ; E bl bl . DAREN ZENNER
headed by Stan Miller of Edmonton
atter the youngster found himselt los
on a el of broken promises He
ROy ear-old
Johnny Towco, who operates the well
hoown Ringside Clob om Las Vegas
They started talhing crazy . sand

Zenner 1 okd them “Fdon 't have o
do anythimg. Fmthe one tahing the
punches s me D have o worry
ubout Not them

Zennet decided he'd had enough
with has toemer handlers when they
told lim they would require 45 per
cent of the carmings froms bis 1irst few
fights

Zeanet sand the miteal understand
mg wans that be would use whatever
money he made i his first seven
Bouts to support himselt. But Maller
who had dropped Zenner as a chem
only o ke him back  atter the

now under the tatel
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Daren Zenner rings up another victory

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Bezanson's Daren Zenner chalked up
another win in his young professional box-
ing career Thursday night, but he had to
ring Norman's bell a couple times to do it.

Zenner, now fighting out of New York
under the tutelage of Tommy Gallagher,
found himsell pitted against a hometown
boy when he took on Philadelphia's
(Stormin’) Norman Bell at that city's ‘leg-
endary house of pain’, the Blue Horizon,

The fight was on the undercard of a Top
Rank Boxing matchup between Sergei
Artemiev - algo trained by Gallagher -

BOXING

and Philadelphia's Bryant Paden. The
card was televised by ESPN,

Zenner fought as a light heavyweight
for the first time against Bell, who
weighed in at 175 to Zenner's 171, And it
looked for a while that those four pounds
and slight height and reach advantages
would be too much for the Grande Praine-
born pugilist.

Bell lived up to his moniker and came
out storming and had Zenner in a bit of
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trouble near the end of the first round
But the story changed in the second round
of the hout scheduled for four

Zenner started scoring with some big
right hands and dropped Bell to the can-
vass 50 seconds in when he polished off a
combination with a right uppercut

Zenner landed more heavy blows in the
third round and put Bell down with a
right hook with 30 seconds to go. But de-
spite having the ‘North Philly' fighter in
trouble a couple times, Zenner was unable
to put him away.

Bell finished strong and landed some
shots as the clock ran down in the fourth

round when Zenner appeared to tire.

One judge saw the fight even but two
judges awarded 10-8 rounds for the
knockdowns in the second and third and
both scored the fight 38-36 giving Zenner
a majority decision.

That improved the 20-year-old's pro
record to 6-0-1 while Bell dropped to 2-2.
Both fighters were 10-1 as amateurs,

The ESPN coverage crew saw Bell land
98 of 235 punches thrown, while Zenner
landed just 77 of 201. But Zenner won the
fight by landing the more telling blows.

Artemiev won the main event over
Paden by a unanimous decigion.
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Zenner shows flare for the dramatic
Local fighter scores knockout win in dying seconds of bou

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner may soon attract a huge
following if he can continue to display the
combination of a flare for the dramatic
and the ability to end a fight with one
punch,

Boxing fans love both

Bezanson's Zenner, now fighting out of
Heartsdale, New York, extended his un-
beaten string to 7-0-1 with three KO's as
a professional with a knockout victory on
a Top Rank Boxing card in Monticello
last night. But it wasn't a run-of-the-mill
knockout. In fact, it was, well, dramatic

Zenner, 20, found himself pitted
against a 28-year-old from Brooklyn
named Moses Lewis, who only had four
fights on his pro record at 2-1-1 with a
KO, but as an amateur, Lewis did have a
New York State Golden Gloves title to his
credit.

Zenner, who stands 6-foot-2 and
weighed in at 174 pounds for the light
heavyweight bout, started strong in the
scheduled four-rounder. He landed 32

unches to Lewig's 16 to clearly win
Round 1

Lewis fought a much better second
round before being staggered by a Zenner
right hand with a minute to go. But

BOXING

“One of the most dramatic
knockout wins we've had ina
long, long time."

~ Fight commentator Al Bamstien

Lewis finished the round strong and was
the busier fighter in the third round as
well, scoring well with a series of punches
that pinned Zenner on the ropes,

Zenner still had an 86-77 edge in land-
ed punches after three rounds according
to ESPN-TV's account, and fight analyst
Wally Matthews said he had given all
three rounds to the Grande Prairie-born
fighter but that the second and third
rounds were close and the fight could go
the other way,

And for a while, it appeared as though
it might. Lewis fought a superb fourth
round and for two and a half minutes it
even looked as though he might steal the
fight, depending on the judges’ interpre-
tation

But in the dying seconds of the fight,
Zenner rendered all the judges' score-
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cards irrelevant. Zenner, with his back
against the ropes, landed a right upper-
cut with 20 seconds left. Lewis tied up
Zenner and winked at his cornermen to
gignify that he never really felt it, But
when they broke the clinch with five sec-
onds to go, Zenner lunded a right hand
that Lewis did feel

The bomb dropped Lewis to the canvas
and you cannot be saved by the bell in
any round according to the boxing regula-
tions in the state of New York

So, while referee Seth Rubinstien was
in the process of counting Lewis out, the
bell rang. Technically, the knockout now
goes in the record book at 3:06 of the
third round.

Mutthews said that in 12 years of Top
Rank boxing coverage, he could never re-
call a fight ending that way before where
a fighter was not saved from being
knocked out by the bell. In the old days,
the fight would have been declared a
draw or a no-decision

Fellow commentator Al Bernstien
summed the fight up by saying "Zenner
Ernvnl(-n us with one of the most dramatic

nockout winsg we've had in a long, long
time”

In the main event, Doug DeWitt won by
split decision over Ontario's Dan Sherry
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DAREN ZENNER
~ended it with one punch
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Zenner back
in the ring

Daren Zenner will climb
back into the ring tonight to
take on a fighter from South
Carolina in Atlantic City, New
Jersey,

The 20-year-old from
Bezanson takes an impressive
record of eight wins and one
draw into the scheduled six-
rounder, which is part of a
fight card being televised on
ESPN.

Zenner, who has pulled out
some fights in the later
rounds, likes the fact that he’s
secured a six-round bout.

“I always seem to get my
second wind at the end of the
fourth round,” he noted.

In his last fight in July, the
light heavyweight scored a
unanimous decision over a
Casey Trusdale of North
Carolina,

About four weeks, Zenner
developed a kink in his neck
sparring that he’s still not
quite over. Even with the
bothersome injury, which has
been diagnosed as minor
whiplash, Zenner declared
himself ready to go tonight.
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Zenner’s
knockout
win under
protest

BOXING

By JEFF McCOSHEN
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner is quickly
discovering that, in the sport
of boxing, what happens in
the ring is only half the battle.

The 20-year-old from
Bezanson finds himself em-
broiled in a battle involving
his trainer, Tommy Gallagher,
and the trainer of an opponent
Zenner knocked out in a fight
in Atlantic City, New Jersey
two weeks ago

OUTCOME PROTESTED

The tramner of South Caroli-
na hghter Michael Payne,
whom Zenner knocked out in
the fourth round, has protest-
ed the outcome of the fight on
the grounds that Zenner
didn’t undergo a drug test af-
ter the bout and also because
no officials were on hand to
witness the taping of Zenner's
gloves

Zenner concedes that both
are valid points, but says only
because no officials eame to
his dressing room.

“It’s not like we were hiding
or anything,” Zenner said
from New York. “It was par-
tially our fault, I guess, but
we didn't foresee that this
would happen.”

A similar complaint was
ficlded against another of Gal-
lagher's fighters, Sergie
Artemiev

Zenner and Artemiev, who

e
DHT File Photo

Local boxer Daren Zenner may again have to knock out his
most recent opponent to settle the score orice and for all.

both won in convincing fash-

ion, could have the result of

their  respective fights
stripped from their records
Zenner upped his mark to
nine wins and one draw in
his 10 professional bouts with
the knockout
his professional career.

A more likely scenario,
said Zenner, would be to have
the knockout removed from
his record, but his record
would remain at 9-0-1. And,
he will probably have to give
Payne a rematch.

“l don't mind that at all,”
said Zenner. “I'm going to
hurt him worse next time.

“If we fought 100 times, I'd

— the fourth of

beat him 99 times and this
next one 1s not going to be
that one time for him,”

Zenner says he's doing his
best to take the whole
schmozzle in stride, noting
that boxing has become
known for this sort of thing,

“It’s just a big pile of bull,”
he said. “We didn’t do any-
thing wrong. I mean, we
didn’t put lead in gloves or
anything like that.”

Zenner's bout followed an
ESPN-televised heavyweight
battle between former world
champion Tony Tubbs and
Bruce Seldon.

Tubbs won that fight by a
unanimous decision
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