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GRANDE PRAIRIE ROTARIANS Fri-
day marked the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the international service
club with a bd'h'ul' anu dance T The

Elks Hall. Doing the honors with the
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(2) Announcements

Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Norton wish
to announce the marriage of their
daughter Carol Yvonne to Mr,
Barry James Edgar, son of Mr,
and Mrs, James Edgar of Grande
Prairie, The wedding will take
place Mayl5th, 1965 at 3:30 p.m,
in St, Paul’s United Church,
Grande Prairie,

—
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BEAN FENT City Rotarians gathered at the highway hungrs members enjoving it were Ralph Norton (left)
hypass campsite. one of the ¢lub’s major projects, on Jack Deltombe, Ed Haberman and Dick Foster
Friday for a luncheon of baked beans and four of the
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of our stafl

Construction s underway on a
new mov e theatre and bilhard hall
n dewntown Grande Prairie

I'he two-staeey and full basement
budding . 1o cest shout $200 W0, is
beang Duatlt oo a sile pust east of
Windsor Mogssst-tehitond Ave

Developet Ralph Norton |of the
oy, ow ner! et heatre
antd Recreation Billiards, said he
f";l.rl' no

Pl Lo open e new

later than Sl

The the ¢ which will be known
as the Jan Theatre, will have
scaling for 0 people and will

cater for ciremascope shows with
full stereopboic sound
The theatre would occupy the

nain tloor of the struacture while

A front-end hader takes another bite as it digs ocut the basement for
Fraire's mew movie theatre and billiard hall

Mouvie theatre
under construction

the 22-table billiard hall will bhe
The top
floor will be 1sed by Mr. Norton as
office space

located in the hasememt

The Gaety Theatre will continyge
Lo operate but the pool hall, located
at present further along Richmond
Ave . will be moved 1o the new
location

Mr Norton was given a
development permit at vesterday's
Municipal Panning Commission
meeting subject o a six-fool set-
back requirement bemg turned
over to the cily and that nothing
protrodes over the setback

The plans discussed by the
commssion showesd a canopy over
the setback portion and members
gueried this in view of the city's
pending new hylaw

oy —

|
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Local theatre owner leases

operations, moves south

Pincher Creek will be quite a change from Grande Prairie for city theatre en-
trepreneur Ralph Norton.

But despite his move from the northern to the southern part of Alberta, both the
' Jan Cinema and Gaiety Theatre will continue business as usual here.

Mr. Norton and his son Ken are taking up cattle ranching in the Pincher Creek
'area and the Bezanson-born businessman has leased both his theatres to the Ed-

 monton-based Towne Cinema Theatres Ltd. company.

”: just feel more like the outdoor life,’”” Mr. Norton said about his semi-retirement
venture.

1 His career in the local show business world started in 1957 when he thought of
| building a theatre. He went to Gaiety owner Jack Bird for information on operations.

He got more than that. He bought the Gaiety.
Last October, he opened Grande Prairie’s second theatre — the Jan Cinema.
Prior to his involvement in the theatres, he was in the lumber business from 1945

and construction from 1948. He left those operations in 1965.

He also owned the old Capitol Theatre which is now National Home Furniture’s
sitein the city. It was formerly known as the Donald recreation centre and featured
bowling lanes and a pool hall. The lanes shut down several years ago and the

basement portion of the building was a discotheque for a time.
The pool hall operation was subsequently let go to Jim Rix and Gord Graydon of

the city and relocated in the Jan.

Mr. Norton said he should be in Pincher Creek within the next two weeks and
extended an invitation to his friends to visit him there. The ranch is located 17 miles
southwest of the southern Alberta community.

_""We'll continue Mr. Norton’s policy of good entertainment,’” Towne Cinema of-
ficial Bruce Mcintosh of Edmonton said yesterday. ‘’We officially take over both
theatres tomorrow.”

Manager of the theatres will be Mike Callbeck.

Towne Cinema is western Canada’s largest independent theatre group with in-
terests in Edmonton, Red Deer, Medicine Hat and Stettler as well as some B.C.
operations. > 3

Including associated companies, the firm is involved in 20 theatres.

Mr. Callbeck said there would be no changes in the basic operation of the two
Grande Prairie theatres.

Brven Mcieim b ard Balph Nortan | yeeled ] fhscumn Iheslre cperates

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada * Thu, Aug 31, 1972Page 3



Jan getting ready
to raise the curtain
on a new look

KEVIM WILLIAMSON
Herald-Tribune staff

Rl em!

The dares been ser for when
the curtain will go up on the
newhy-refurbished Jan Cinema,

Presently under construction,
the Jan wall shut down tor abour
a month Jan. 21, as workers
complete two new screens and
renovate the onginal main audi
[OTINIT,

Gordon Imlach, manager of
spec; Wl projects at L andmark
Cinemas, said recently the new
“twin screcns will open Feb, 14,

[wo weeks later, Fel, 28, the
main auditorium will reopen
Imlach said there will be no post-
facelift gala premiere,

e want to get ove rvthing up
and running, If we had wanred
to o a premiere, we would have
apened them all ar once.”

Construction began in July on
the theatre, locared on OO Ave.,

1 pricetag of more than %1
.-1||”i-'|"|

Imlach said work. six menths
larer, is progressing smioothly:

“Wiee |1|.|||:||11|||._, along, Wiere
proceeding accor 4.|||", o ~-.hn..-.|
ule, The building already looks
impressive brom the ourside.”

The new Jan will boast a digi-
tal stereo sound syseem, plush
new seats with cup holders, adds-

nonal leg room, new |1r|tl|-_|.|un.
sound and light baltling, im
woved  accessibility o
wheelchairs and a 40-toot con-
cession stand i place of the cur-
rent | 3-koot ane.

The hearing impaired can bor-
row headp shones and listen to the
show via an infrared sound sys-
tem,

A “crying room " will also be

wailable for parents, who can
take their children our of the au-
dience withour missing the
Movie,

Ohce construction is hinsshed,
crews will then head across rown
tor the Prairie Mall cinemas,

"We're not adding any screens,
but we are upgrading the wl1t1|:
place: Carpers, labby, screens,

By early spring 1996, he said
city moviegoers will have five re-
furbished screens,
where in Edmonton.”

I'he additional screens will also
Tt o what filims are shown

AS MR as 1

in Grande Prairie and for how
[z,

“Ie will enable some films thar
havent played in Grande Prairie
to come up,” Imlach said,

"Also, in the past weve only
been able o plav some tilms tor
wi long, even though they were
|m|1ul.u to mitke room for more
films,”

Mow films W ith lomgeviry, like
Toy Story and The Lion king,
will open n the main Jan theatre
and then, instead of exiting stage
right, move into the smaller
hiouses for another week or two,
he said.

['he Jam
1971 by th
Iy of Gra =hich
b [||L theatre to ]"II'IL"'I'IIIl
from 1972

The company bought the
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NAMES IN THE NEWS

ety The :
Nortol—sres
ident of the
Alberta Thea-

fres Associa-
tion, expected
“strictly adult”
films - no
one under 18 admitted -
would begin showing in 1964.
Grande Prairie might get four
such movies a year, he sug-
gested.

The Alberta Censor Board's
draconian rulings had most
recently banned Tom Jones,

starring Albert Finney and
Susannah York.
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