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A pioneer Grande Prairie co-
uple have entered their 51st
year of married life.

Mr. and Mrs. Ritchie

Mr. and Mrs| Ritchie McRae,

who were malried—Inm Grande
Prairie in 1914, marked their
golden wedding anniversary
at a celebration at the York
Hotel banquet room.

They were married by Rev,
A. Forbes, a pioneer Grande
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Prairie Presbyterian minister.
Mrs. McRae came to Canada

at the age of five with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. C.T.
Twombly. They came to the
Peace River district over the
long trail via Slave Lake and
Dunvegan, settling near Clair-
mont,

Mr.
trict

McRae came to the dis-
over the Edson Trail in
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McRae and family

1911. He homesteaded four mil-
es from Clairmont and the cou-
ple still live there.

Five of the couple's six child-
ren are still living. They are
Mrs. Ethel Penson, of Kelowna,
Elma Boe, Grande Prairie, Ed-
gar, Vancouver, Ritchie, Gra-
nde Prairie, and Frances, Fort
St. John,

There are 14 grandchildren
and ten great grandchildren.
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Parlee -

An afternoon double ring
ceremony performed by Rev=
erend Grymaloski recently, un-
ited in marriage Clara Vivian
McRae, daughter of Mr, and
Mrs. Ritchie McRae, and Al-
fred Philip Parlee, The cere-
mony was performed in the
Bethel  Baptist Church, in
Grande Prairie,

The bride, given in marriage
by her father, entered the
church wearing a gown of faille
taffeta, with nylon lace bodice,
and slender lily point sleeves,
Over the full skirt a scalloped
nylon lace overskirt ended in
a graceful train, She carried
a cascading bouquet of pink
roses,

The bridal attendants, Esther
Schadeck, Diane Schlosser and
Charlotte Bauman, wore lace
covered street length taffeta
dresses with matching access-
ories in pink,yellow and mauve
respectively,

Groomsmen were Joe Kish,
Al Schlosser and Dan Parlee,
Ushers were Larry Boe, and
Paul Grymaloski,

During the signing of the reg-
ister, Mrs, Wayne Garant and
Linton Parlee, brother and
sister of the groom sang ‘“When
God Gave Me You,”

At a banquet reception in the
Park Hotel, the bride’s mother
greeted the guests wearing a
gown of gold lame, with a white
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corsage. Mrs, Parlee, Mother
of the groom wore a double
knit suit of deep rose, accented
by a white corsage,

Master of ceremonies was
Wayne Garant. The toast to
the bride, proposed by Herb
Crerar, was responded by the
groom,

After a honeymoon, spent in
Banff, Jasper, and points in
the Okanagan, the newlyweds
wﬂithmake their home in Sex-
smith,
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Mrs. Ritchie McRae (Senior)
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Ritchie McRae

Mark Diamond Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs [Ritchie
McRad celebrated their
dlamond wedding anniversary
in Grande Praicie recently

Mr McRas now %), first
came 1o the Peace Country in
196 from Selkirk, Man and
mel Mrs. Mcltad, now 78 who
arrived here with her purents
Trom the United States in 1911

They were married in 2

small log cabin st east of
Clairment Loke Dec. 30, 1914,
and thea farmed a homestesd
three miles nertheast of
Grande Prairie, where they
still dive todny

One of the highlights of the
anniversary celebrations was
the presence of Nicole Smart,
aged two months, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Beb Smart of

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Jan 17, 1975Page 7

Kelowna, B.C., the only great-
great grandchild of the
McRae's and as  such
represented five generation
Congratulatory lelegrams
were received from Her
Mawsty Queen Elizabeth 11,
Prime Minister Trudeau,
Governor-General Jules
Leger Premler  Peter
lougheed umd John Dielen
haker
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at the new fairgrounds 1d

Site for Oldtimers Picnic

such as tug

BY GARY HICKLING I h annual peenic, started In 1428
ol our vall fradit 1l Il Lake Saskatoon or, |
urlier yoear RBensars Poant
The Grande Pra il Dasteact O3dtimers many aspects of old fashsoned fur
Association is petting the limshing touches t o wa three degieo races and an oldt
i haven lor tred Teel ol The pew Tasrgrounds dance
Iheus! of the cit Farticip Drng thew osn phonie baskets
tracthion of o N 1aren past it abdes ! oollee will e
{al the grandstag of the mid Another tradstion leatures the musik
T ‘ oveding with Beaverlodge Bond which has played
volusteer Libor The new icture, festunng picnie for a nurrher of yeurs
0 Kitehwen and restrooms as well as a place o The event 18 an opportuoty 1o meel riescds
resl weary bones, will also be the site for the and visit It will star! around § pm
nenual Oldtimens Pyt July The pssoctation has built up fTunds ove

years I

Charlie Wales (leff) ond Ritchie McRoe %ondlo the sawing chores while Bob l?vcroﬁ $r. wields a paint brush as a rest area

Rest area at falrgrounds

i e g1t can callits ow and, as
e bey I o L long, long
nformalis hauit the picnic may be
' 1y member of 1he execulive
| preside Graham MckFarland
' Vol Patlerson, vy prosadent

Maockey or the board of directors "

esident Gordon Moan. Charles

chard MeRase Jean Roooen Bob
| e Giadlaugsq an Badger
dry Mekeemon, Jack Gaudin

Moo and Earl Lessing
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Museum
donation

Ritchie McRae | (leff),
e GP
and District Oldtimers’
Association, presents a
$1,000 cheque to Gor-
don Mclean of the
South Peace Centen-
nial Museum along
with oldtimer Oscar
Gudlaugson (right). The
money will restore a
snowplane originally
built in Clairmont in the
mid-1930s and which
saw extensive use as
an emergency vehicle
under the ownership of
Rucolph Olson of
LaGlace. Once
restored it will be
displayed at the South
Peace museum, near
Beaverlodge.
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Putting |t bk together...

Assessing what will be a several month's project are Frank Sioll and Doug Clarkson (standing behind

Frank) in the fleld last fall.

...old threshing machine presents challenge

A working restoration of a vintage threshing machine
is evolving from a pile of rusted metal and rotted wood.

Originally built about 18%, the machine was donated to
Grande Prairie's Pioneer Museum last fall, and a crew of
volunteers took on the project of dismantling and
organizing the various parts.

“It was a full days’ work for four of us," said Charlie
Wales, one of those on the expedition to donor Alton
Peebles' farm,

The crew of museum society members and volunteers

inclu 5 Stoll, Walter Head, Clarence
Boyer, Ritchie McRae Doug Clarkson and Guy Ireland,
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Over the winter, the crew has steadily replaced each
wooden part, painstakingly reproduced from the original
remains or from period photographs of the machines.
The metal gears, main cylinder and joints have been
sanded and refinished.

The project, which should be completed about the end
of March, was made possible through a $2,450 grant from
the Alberta Museums Association.

When complete, the threshing machine will be 18 feet
overall, with a 12-';-foot-long box. It was a stationary
machine, having no wheels and was fed by hand.
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