4 )

\_

Mentions in The Daily Herald-Tribune, Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada



https://www.newspapers.com/image/730582629/?terms=%22daren%20zenner%22&match=1

MR, ANTI MRS, W, ) MOODY
« oo 00 hiz 915! Dirhd oy

Old Time Ferry Pilot
Marks 91st Birthday

Moody's

DEZANS0N =TTy
after whore Moady's Croesing
Wik fured took 3 boag Al oo
hix ppe,

“Yes sir,
B upoud v
1o the Pasce
ot 00 regrets,

w. 1 W

e conliond, i
sl came
Coumtry, 've

=4 slebiraled Ms
P1at Birthdey las! roght ard b
Ake delng wial e ldoes bent -
resiniscing aboet tie ol says

T romenbar the day we ar-
rived bere™ he was =y ag,
“fiz vio oothaaz but 2 pnce
oesh. The odd Edsos Trail
ras al side our house, bat
o'l aadng Il han, W
clear the iradl bels
e

Mr. Maxdy, Ms vile and four
gock, artived (810 Peace River
Couniry 1n 1913 seves yoars ide
ler comisg % Carada for o bet-
tor fhasce b6 pood Lo, They
setthed In e civilian bomes
atead oo (hiy side of the Smaxy
River righ! sest &0 g baoks,

HAN FERRY

Ang that's bow Mgody s croe-
oitg citte lo ba, ¥ or macelbes
20 years Mr. Mooy ad bz
sote operalid & JerTT Secvice
Toes the Smoky,

Tho fery was a fen stz
down from the hege sleancrs
M, Moody know In Soul) M-
plon, Eagu, wiere be was
an engleeer’s assistast M B2
docky for 12 yoara.

Bal be flsally Oecléed e

Eidliod & offer much of 2
cloace for s Tanily of foer
DOys < be Dad bect married In
Decoraber 158 snd the cogle
celetirate their 60h nedding ar-
wversary fls fall,

s 1912, S Moudy's bosrd-
o4 ap ooean brer saldeddor
Carcada amd Weller opportenils
lvn. For several years, whede
WYING % wie & lviag out of

The
Roving
Reporter

pocasstead in Ceptral Alberta,
Vir. Moody wveched doubie Une
rarping 3 jowee plast al Ve
groville,

Of SDCHWAY

Toe Bsos Trall cressing had
noved west when N, Ifm
arrived ané beak Ar weods 138
targled fhe opipeal Lesil. The
sacked & ot o ey
vel 10 Bediasel,

a 1982, D¢ trall wag sedoce
a00d agaio and Moody's Cross-
¥ was ased, The bighway 305
wave past the Mandy tomeciead
o6 the tanks al B Snohy sliee,

About 1023, Mr. Moodybegan
ry il toee

farn iy
cod 1t

1 359 wien the present sacd
brifpe #ax cornpdeted,

My, Moody recallig & fex
ehilty sptils ln e river vhike
gpuratirg B ferry, bt Bece
were B aIcov escapes, |
nsed ey head,"

Loead residents wtill refer

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Sep 30, 1966Page 3

1o this area as Maody's Crons-
lrg, bowever,

We ww Lo ogerate 34-bour
service,” Mr, M sald, M-
disg travellers ofles  rowted
fem oot of bed 6 U DOMC
of Mo oight far cervice. The
Loty was of De cabie variety -
‘¢ push and pedl e,

HIG FLUOD

wry rnvers 5 ™
Qg s e

Fach ap=
0¢ river grecoe tw i~
aas Ibe ywur of

, B nater come
pletely sarrounded his bouse
about 300 yards from e rivar's

8.

Tae whaul Nelds wers o=
wnivted and a Beecsloot Ugh
Crop ripeniag wis coasred o
withis six lactes of De top of
tte sienis

Ny, Modly farme o Sike
half seciios of land along he
rivar valley when be arrived
AN other Somtesteads I Bém
area 3ad beon reaarved Sor the
reterning sol@iers and e oot
he picked wiy e Jast oivil
location avallable, Tuking ad-

Crossing Was Named For Him

vintage of repciatlons of te
perind, Mirs, :l'x'él alse thed
on » Qarisr-Stciion.

“We gpot our farm A&
oace,” Mr, Moody saM, ‘el
it wax st like & jengle whoo
we arTved.'”

Mr. ad Mrs, Mocdy, whe
wis 5 s summes, bave four
toys, Bob asd Rea al Necase
s00, Bl of Victorts, 5.C, sd
Rz of Gaadwia; 14 grasdchile
fren and 46 great priadnll
dres,

Mr, Moody admits b doeam't
‘-ra1\ ay rwclipw foo loog Be,
of yer, Se bas mmohed A B¢
all Als e asd oo, b laa'l e
ol of getting diag cameer,

Trs s0ll groviag,' e S
chared sieatly, “‘smaller, |
thirk."



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

This Was
Yesterda y

By ISABEL M CAMPBEI |

IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE PUBLIC got hooked on bingo
and a $1 ticket could convert a Wednesday into a *“Winsday'', the
real cliff-hanger was judging the day and time that the un-
predictable Smoky River shed its ice and started to run free.
That day wés called ‘Derby Day.”

According to the Herald-Tribune of April 19, 1951, ““Winner of
the Grande Prairie Elks derby was Hugh Sinclair of Flying Shot.
Mr. Sinclair won himself a chesterfield suite by estimating that
the river would break at 1,15.20 p.m. on April 11. A radio was
won by Mrs. A. Thiesen of Grande Prairie, taking second prize
with her estimate of 1.11.11 p.m. Mrs. M. Durda of Grande
Prairie won a food mixer with her guess of 2.22 22 p.m

Unlike most years there wasn't a huge crowd lining the banks
to watch the ice breakup. Ron Moody, a resident near the
bridge, got up from dmner at his parents’ home and walked

(hm nto the ri ] see it begin moving.
“His father, William Moody, [who came into this country when
you could co pttlers living on the other side of

the Smoky on your two hands, said that the break-ups aren'’t
what they used to be, He said he has watched the river break up
every year since he pitched a tent along the banks and his wife
decided to build their home under a tree along the Smoky. Even
in those early days Mr. Moody said, people used to jam the
banks to watch the ice pitching and piling as it roared down the
river. Ice floes used to often be as big as a house and took as long
as 36 hours to finally clear. You could hear it for miles away, Mr,
Moody said.

Mr. Moody said that in the 19 years that his family ran the
ferry across the Smoky, the earliest they ever saw the ice go out
was the year that the new bridge was built (1949). That year it
went out on April 9.

“The Elks said that 56 people had taken tickets for the 11th in
their fourth annual derby "'
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Despite it all, Smoky has been good to hi:

By MIKE BEAUDIN
of our staff

The Smoky River has been Jirg Mood:
times and bad for the past 63 ve

So when the Smoky flooded its banks Friday morning, destroying his en-
tire crop of prime wheat. the disappointment showed in the 73-year-old
farmer’s eyes but there wasn't a trace of bitterness in his voice

“This used to be the best crop of wheat in the country,” Mr. Moody said as
he gazed over a huge expanse of water, 15 feet deep in places, which covered
his 212 acres of land, about 38 highway km east of Grande Prairie in the
Smoky River Valley

It's all a gamble anyway, " he said, *'I'll just have to wait until next year.
This (the Peace) i next-year country anyway Always has been. If it
wasn't we'd never keep at it

The flood will cost him the §5,000 he spent putting the crop in and as much
as $22,000 considering income if he had been able to market his wheat. But
Mr. Moody shrugged off the loss like a man grown accustomed to some hard
times,

“You may lose a crop but you'll never starve in the Peace Country,” he
said. “If you havi iniative you can feed vourself off the land.”

Mr.[Moody has seen the Smoky flood her banks three times since he moved
to the valley in 1919

He lost part of his crop in the flood of 1935 but the worst came 37 years later
in 1972 when the river almost wiped him out. He lost his entire crop and his

riend and neighbor through good

house was severely damaged when the water was four feet deep imside his
home
He had to replace all the floors &
In 1974 the house was moved to a bluff overlooking the river when the
government bought his previous site to build the bridge over the river
“When 1 got up this morning I was glad (we moved),”" he said At least
the water wasn't coming up through the floor. So I guess it’s not all bad
“If we hadn't moved I wouldn't clean up this time. I'd just set a match to

and carpets in the house.

But the good times have far outweighed the bad in his relationship with the
river. For the most part the Smoky has been a good provider for Mr Moody

It's moisture has helped nourish his land into one of the most coveted
Pis of property in the Peace Country. And before the bridge was built. he
used to earn some extra dollars operating the ferry

“It wasn't much but it helped us through the lean years. he said

Mr. [Moody has also been heralded as the river's unofficial guru — much to
his chagrin

“People used to come by in the spring and ask me when the ice was going
to break up. They had bets on it. Who do they think Tam? God” When [ told
them I didn’t know some of them would get mad. They though I had a bet on
myself "

He says the only predictable thing about the river is that it's so
unpredictable

“'There were no signs of it (the flood' when | went to town two days ago
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Even last night when I went to bed 1 never thought 1l
But that's progress for vou They cut down tw

able to rain like that for a week but the
washes into the river

The lonely sight of M pacing back and fort mt
crop was a sharp contrast to the scene at the Smokys bridue I
closed to traffic just down the road. Throngs of curious anlooke
kids, dogs and the latest in camera gadgetry, had gathered 1
bridge would come crashing down

A cluster of RCMP officers, Alberta Forestry officils and o cre
ta Transportation surveyers had also set up at the scene The
were busy trying 1o figure out how fast the water wis rising

Oblivious to the circus-like atmosphere not far from him. N1
already figured out how high the water had risen He had ‘
stones by the water's edge and watched the water lap ¢

I'd say it's quit rising.”" he declared at nool

concur with his findings

Mr. Moody doesn't have much faith in the technocrals ability
river. When told of the bridge close he chortled. “Thal's the
stupidity. Whey there’s enough concrete in that bridge

and ul

The governme

After the 72 flood, he said he never expected to live to see the Sr

over her banks again. He's not making that prediction this i
“*Now you never know. They say I'm ornery enough to be avour
I'm 100.™
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This Was Yesterday

Isabel : 4
Campbell

“0 Smoky, Father Smoky

“To whom the Indians pray,
“Riverman’s sorrow, ferryman's honor,
“Take thou in charge today."”

“THAT VERSE HANGS ON THE wall of a couple who

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversar rsday '’ the
Herald-Tribune Dec. 19, 1958, noted. *‘Th¢ ames
Moodys, who have lived on the banks of the er for

some 39 years, sat back and relaxed for one day and let their
sons and daughters-in-law take care of the chores.

“They sat back and read a telegram from Queen Elizabeth
congratulating them on the Diamond Wedding anniversary:
they sat back and read a letter from the federal deputy prime
minister Howard Green; they sat back and read the cards
from their many friends, relatives and well-wishers and they
sat back and reminisced about how things were many years
ago.

““As the snow came tumbling down outside the window, the
fine old lady of the house turned and commented ‘It wasn't
like this the day we got married in Southampton. There was
no snow but it was a frosty morning and I'll always
remember the way the horses’ hooves clip-clopped.’

“Back in 1919 when the couple with their family arrived at
the Smoky, they set up their homestead where their present
house is, just to the south of the bridge on Highway 34. The
Edson Trail passed right outside their door and the Moodys
established a hostelry which was used by very many of the
early settlers moving into the Peace River country.

“Among the many travellers who availed of the hospitality
of the Moodys was a former premier of Prince Edward
Island who slept on the floor one night in blankets and tanned
hides. ‘All the beds were full so we offered him the best we
could and he accepted’ said Mr. Moody.

‘I think it was about 1930 when I built my present home’
said the oldtimer with pride. ‘I built every bit of it myself
with the help of my sons.’

“Drawing on his fund of memories he told how they held a
housewarming party on New Years Eve. ‘It went on until two
or three o'clock in the morning after starting about nine the
previous night. We had an old-time orchestra upstairs and a
modern band down here. They took turn about and when the
crowd was downstairs listening and dancing to the modern
band, the boys upstairs, after they had a rest, would thump
on the floor and start playing. First in ones and twos people
started upstairs, then the whole crowd would be up there.
After a while the modern orchestra would be fed up with hav-
ing no one to play to — they would thump on the ceiling and
start playing with renewed vim and vigor. Down would come
the crowd, and things would continue like that all night.’
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Festive time for local pioneers

“Catering for the older folk, card games and just plain gab-
bing was going on in the old house. ‘Yes, we sure all had a
good time’ Mr. Moody declared.

* ‘I've often seen people arrive at the dances with gunny
sacks wrapped around their feet because they couldn’t afford
shoes’ the old man said. ‘But still they came and enjoyed
themselves.’

“First, old Mr. Moody and then one of his sons acted as fer-
ryman from shortly after the ferry on the Smoky was install-
ed, until the bridge was built. As a matter of fact the ferry
and the crossing of the Smoky became so intimately linked
with the family that it was known as Moody's Crossing and
still is known as such by many of the oldtimers.”

“That Ferry Question’ was a headliner in the old Grande
Prairie Herald Oct. 11, 1921, Settlers complained bitterly
over the removal of the ferry from the old Bezanson town site
where it had been established since 1915.

One faction of the country hoped to see Bezanson become
the centre of trade; another faction protested, seeking to
draw trade along a road further north. Scrap over the ferry
climaxed when enterprising settlers took matters into their
own hands and it was mysteriously cut loose from its moor-
ings to find new anchorage down stream. As it was impossi-
ble to move the ferry back upstream, it remained and went
into operation at Moody's Crossing.

“The Northern Tribune July 28, 1932, carried a front page
picture, cutlines for which read “Ferry over the Smoky
River at Moody's Crossing — Since the opening of the prairie
and High Prairie, Moody's new highway between Grande
Prairie and High Prairie, Moody's Crossing has become very
popular. Last week several large parties camped there and
said it was one of the best stopping places on the highway."

Progress was pushing back the frontier and by Aug. 17,
1949, Mr. Moody, ferryman for many years, stood on the deck
of the 780 ft. steel five-span bridge within sight of his home,
along with 12,000 other spectators gathering from all parts of
the Peace River Country, for the historical opening of the
Smoky River bridge.

“‘Speakers that day, among them the Hon. D.B. MacMillan,
Minister of Public Works for Alberta, said of Mr. Moody ‘The
part played by the ferryman in the development of this coun-
try has never been adequately realized. He and others like
him were the men who took passengers and vehicles of all
sorts across the Smoky in all sorts of weather and at all hours
of the day and night, sometimes even at the risk of life and
limb, when ice jams or flood waters made crossing
treacherous.”

Foot note: Announcement was made in the Herald-Tribune
Jan. 9, 1967, that “'Funeral service will be held for William
James [Moody. 91, one-time ferry pilot at the Smoky River
Crossing. Mr. Moody died Tuesday at his farm residence
along the river he helped progress conquer.”

“Feb. 16, 1967: Mrs. Harriet Moody, wife of a former river
pilot at the Smoky River Crossing near Bezanson, died in
Grande Prairie hospital yesterday. Mrs. Moody, 89, came to
the Peace River country 55 years ago with husband James
and four sons and they installed a ferry system across the
river. .."
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