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Clairmont tourney
was a big success

By FRAN COMMET Clairmom and Area Senior Citizens In-
b vitatsmal Whist Tourmament a big suc

CLAIRMONT Pephe brom be Lss ;
zanson. DeBolt, Sexsmith, LaGlace, Fourteen tables were in play at the
Wembley and Grande Praine made the  S¥EM. ,h"‘]_ll ""_r'nl l_”‘.” the |,'||r||1.|.|_: club

3 Ladies™ High Tor the evening was
Emma Coucette from DeBole; Lidics
Low was Pearl Gibson, also from De-
Holt; Men's High was Bob Amald from
Beransom and the Men's Low was Nan
Fraser from Sexsmith who was playing
i i s spol,
Bea Fells from Bezanson and] lennie
from Cirande Prainc Won e

truvelling prives,

Ihere were also some spol prizes
awirded, Harold Hiek from Clairmaont
wim ane of these which he auctioned oft
fis thee highest bidder — Pele Semek from
Clinrmont, Harold donated the pro-
ceesls 1o the seniors” club,

The evening wound up with a very
enjovable lunch and coffee, The senmrs
wistild [ike 1o thank all the visitors beho
carne and helped make this cvent so
sueessiul,

O Al 22, the seniors club held »
meeting prior o the last cand party of
the season. Ladies” High was
BDanald; |adies’ Low was Ellen
Ciuttenu: Bitchie MeRae won the Men's
High, aml Muwrtle Jordan, plaving a
man & position. won the Men s Low,

Canl partics will reswme in the Fall,

Adthough the curling sexson and card
paarties ane over for this year., the seniors
plan on being very active ihis summer,
Soveral members went to Beaverlodpe
April 25 o ake part in e South Peace
Whist Toumament. Some others plan
on going o Spirit River on May 2 1o
tke part in the South Peace Crib
Tournament. The seniors also plan on
dotng some fund-raising this sumimer,
sov walch for further details,

Fhe Clairmont preschool kids arc
plinning on doing some spring clean-up
o Wednesday the 29 and Frday the
[s1, weather permilting. They want
clenm up the preschonl playgrounds and
the T3th Anmiversary Park, 0 00 you sec
the hittle cnes runnimg arcund with gar-
Bage bags twice their sive, don't hesi-
tate to lend a helping hand .
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McDonal

clan’s roots run

eep in the Peace Country

Herald-Tribune staff

Four young men hought a peck horse in Edson
76 years ago this August, loaded it with blankets
hacon and beans plus a couple of pots 1o boil tea
and prairie chickens weided north to la
grande prairie

Brothers Jock and Bill McDonald were two
members of the group

Born in southern Ontario, the two eldest sons ol
a hirst-generation Canadian whose father came to

v
ana

Canada trom the Isle of Skye off the west coast of

Scotland in the mid-1850s, the McDonald
brothers had worked their way across Western
Canada tor two years

Feasting on ducks, rabbits and prairie chickens
a8 they plodded along the tamed Edson Trail, the
quartet - which included Tommy Warden and an
umidentitied companion - finally got a change of
diet a1 Sturgeon Lake

“Got some Bish from the Indians and got provi
stons for the journey,”" Bill McDonald's diary of
the trek sud

Sixteen days atter leaving Edson, the group
wrrived i Grande Prarie

The McDonalds toured the virgin prairie to the
west, looking for homestead lund, before finally
settling on acreage i the Crystal Creek district
northeast of Grande Prairie

Fhey filed on their land, hiked back to Edson
for the winter, and returned the following spring

Bill. the eldest of the two, stayed on in the
Peace Country for 15 years before retuming to
Ontario to marry. He never retumed.

But Jock tJohn Alexander) remained

In 1922, he married Jennie Clarkson, a 19
year-old whose Family had settled in the district
three vears carlier. The couple rased four chil
dren - Lena, who died in 1958 when she was only
15 Don, who sull tarms in the Crystal Creek
distriet; his brother Bruce; and another girl, Mar
saret

Jock died in 1973, aged 86, His wife, Jennie, a
spry and sprightly 84-year-old eventually moved
into Grande Prairie o live at Heritage Lodge

The Daily Herald-Tribune

Jennie McDonald

The McDonald ¢an —there are several but Jock
and Bill's Scottish roots make them members of
the MacDonalds of the Isles - 15 being honored as
Clan of the Day at Saturday's 3rd annual Grande
Prairic Highland Games

Mrs. McDonald, her fammly and descendents
from the Grande Prairie district, will be honored
guests at the event, being held this year in Mus
koscepr Park

While this particular family is being singled out
lor its contributions over the last 77 decades, the
Clan of the Day also honors all McDonalds/Mad
Donalds and those who can claim membership in
the clan

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, Jun 8, 1987Page 3
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pn their 44th anniversary in 1966

The clan, founded back in the 12th century
when Regulus of the Isles expelled the Norsemen
from the Scottish west coast, also incorporates
families whose surnames include Anderson.
Hutchinson, Martin, Paton/Patten, Wilkie
Cochrane, Howe/Howie, Laing/Lang, Mackie.
Wilkinson, Cook/Cooke, Hudson, leffrey,
MucAsthur, MacKay. Murphy, Shannon and
Kelly

Those interested in tracing their Scottish herit
age lor the MacDonald or any other clan can do so
at i spectal booth at the Games site Saturday

he Games run from9a.m. toSp.m nllcf‘n'.:_'
sports events, piping and dancing
admission charge tor the day

Fhere 1s no
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Highland Games
draws 2,000 folk
to Musko Park

By BALLANTINE RUSSELL
Herald-Tribune staff
Rolling pin throws, frying pan tos-
ses, tugs of war: Sound like @ bad day at
home?
These

were some of the events at

Grande Prairie’s thind annual Highland
Games, a success by all accounts
Games Chairman Eric Jervard was

sent§ Jennie McDonald i
p ay cake to mark her
84th birthday at the windup
ceilidh.

especially impressed by the number of
children that tumed up at Saturday's
eventin Muskoseepi Park: **[t wasa fun
day," he said. A family day."

He said total attendance was about
2,000, with most coming in the after-
noon when the wind died down. Parti-
cipation was up in all categories

Brian Sibley is the new Grand High-
lander, amassing 44 points in the heavy

games competition. Sibley placed first |

in four of five events, In put the stone
28/ feet; he threw the hammer 21.55
metres; he finished first in the caber toss
and weight throw.

Greg Howarth, one of the heavy
events co-ordinators, finished second
overall with 34 points. He set a record
in the weight toss, heaving the stone 16
feet high.

Gary McKinnon was third,

1985's Grand Highlander, Dave
Strang, finished fourth with six points

There was a tie for first place in the
women’s events, Bonnie and [rene
Finch finished with 14 points and
shared the Grand Lassie title, Shelley
Van Tamelen was third with 10 points

Jerrard, in full Scottish dress, offi-
cially opened the Games, introducing
the Clan of the Day, the McDonalds.
Mayor Dwight Logan and Reeve Jim
Tissington were also on hand to wel-
come the crowd and a plaque was un-
veiled in the memory of the late Ray
Howarth, a key organizer of the Games.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Holding tightly to one anather, Jennifer Kiss, 13, and Fiona Hunter, 12, (centre) race their way to victory in the three-legged race

MP Albert Cooper, as part of the
opening ceremonies, failed to defend
the haggis hurl championship, losing to
the McDonald Clan.

The open haggis hurl lured 45 partici-
pants -at SI each, with proceeds to
charity,

In the tug-of-war, the McDonald
Clan defeated the Camerons, clan of the
day in 1985, But the most heated tug-
of-war was Heavy Horse vs. the
RCMP. Heavy Horse beat the RCMP
twice, although both tugs-of-war went

on for over two minutes

The piping competitions also
attracted many spectators.

Andy Smith, pipe major for Grande
Prairie Pipes and Drums, said that
bunds are judged on their overall per-
formance, breaks, harmony, and
appearance

The mini-band competition was won
by Donna Nason, Brian Bames, Don
Hector, and David McLean on pipes,
Dave Brierly on bass drum, and Don
Pettypiece and Pat Thatcher on side

drums.

Marion Logan won the Grade [T indi-
vidual gold, Nason the Grade I1I gold,
and Harley Johnston the Grade IV gold

Dancing events, however, attracted
the largest audiences.,

Heather Pringle of St. Albert won the
Pre-Open Dancer of the Day trophy and
Jennifer Reid of Dawson Creek won the
Open trophy.

The Games wrapped up with a
ceilidh —dinner and dance Scottish style
— at the Grande Prairie Inn

Emcee Bill Hunter said: **Not only
did you compete with one another but
you supported each other
throughout and that's what makes
the Games u success.™

After dinner, with bagpipes droning.
Jerrard brought in @ hirthday cake for
Uennic McDonald, mateiarch of the loc-
al clan, to honor her Kdth birthday

Meanwhile, the man identified as
Bruce McKinnon in yesterday's
Herald-Tribune photo feature on the
Games was, in fuct, Brian Sibley




Seniors’ home living:
Good outlook key to the good life

By MARY-ANN THURBER
Herald-Tribune stafl

Making the decision e keave your
home snd many pessessions and
Ve W0 & senbons lodge can be g
wrenching expenence., but three re-
slents of Hentage Lodge m Grunde
Praioe say time and a pood owthook
help new sesdents adapt

bhrsboth Frawre, U2 hao hewn
living 2t Hemuge Lodpe sace o
opened |2 veus o Befooe et she
lived for u time ot Ploseer Lodpe

Fraser said she moved intor the
seniony” home five yoars after her
hushand dhed because ot was becom
ing moreasingly difficult for her o
take cane of hersell

“howas haed 1o pet belp wath the
work, and the work was 100 much
for me mn the winter, and | wins loo
bncly

She said she made the decsaon o
monve into the lodpe quickly

1 came isto own eee day and
put my name om the bt for the
Promeer Ladpe and two weeks later |
moved. | soldmy house - when | left
it | even e the butier on the plate on
the tabde

Fraser said she wins a hitle bit
nervous about moy ang ko the lodge
but wis descrmimed to mzke the best
of it

She said she has tned o keep &
tve and although she docsn’t get out
much anymose she Bikes o work on
puzeles, play cunds, po for walks or
pois i om smildl, nformul prayer
proup mwctisgs with wome of the
aother resadenty

The home is comfortable, she
said. hecause everyone thene has o
sumebat back grownd and s in somilar
Circuimnlmees

We're all m the same boat.
W re here bl the tune comes 1o go
il manang bone or o hospital of
wtherwase ™

Rov Watson, 77, moved into
Heotiaze Lodge about two months
ago afier seuns of living on his own

e sand the salt of i lodge is
very Tnemdly and belptul s gives
him hes privacy. He sad he was
bonely tor a while when he Fst
v ed 10 but e ss starting o feel at
home mow

I parls here are past the best,
they make vou feel o home,"' e
sad I0S a gond plisce Tor usyoee
thit can’t ook after themselves st

p :
 derwse McDunhd| 5. has been
I T BT Codge for five

seans. She sad that she cane inmto
the lodge with a posihive atlitude

about living there and has never i
pretiex] ber decision

““Some people who come here
say they ‘re mot gosg 1o kXe it or ‘my
Lamily put me here ~ bt that's o
badd stisude. You have o come i
with the iden et you e posny W
like 0.

MeDonidd Tikes keepong busy aml
mvolvimg herself with the opea
Honk of the lodge by bewmg president
of Hervtage Lodge Recseation Cub
und atteading moctings of Lodgese-
sidunts,

VI ahore b anythiog we're sot
salnfied with we bring it up m e
meetings, everybody has mpot.’’

o

she sal

She is more mobile than mest of
the resadents of the lodge snce she
owns ber own car. and ofien takes
frsends 10 1he Golden Age Centre for
activaties such as carpet bowling ud
fNoor curling.

McDonakd suid she has many
friends m the hxipe anxl her fanuly
vists often She understamds how
diffacult it must be for people who
have mo selatives nearby. bat thinks
4 zood stiede & importan o on-
poning lefe in & semioe’s home.

“You've gt 10 go hall way.”
sand McDosald, “"you've got tobe o
frsend 10 ke o friend ™

Ao

Jennie McDonald keeps heavily involved with Lodge activities.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Grande Spirit Awards

Ponser Lodge — Ran Flosn, 5 years, (1), Yema Gravel,
dyears Harry Anderson, 3 years, and Aasmund Skarberg,
5 years, were recognized by the Grarde Spint Founcation
al iis annual spring awards.

’('l

I !.‘t

F- ilage Log 3
5 yeas, and Jeorse WeDonald, 10 YRS, WRre recog niaed b'
lh"( mnde 59

¥ild Rose Manor — Matrona Wieliczko, 3 yenrs; Noea
Guodall, 3 years; Gtiord Hellerud, 3 years; Anion Jensen, §
years: and Jane Howell, S years, wore recognized by the
Grande Spirt Foundaticn at its annual spring awaros,
Nisging was Marion Cote, § years

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, Jun 21, 1993Page 4
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Everett McDonald (left), Maric
wig, Bruce McDonald, ane ere
vaillingofoploque in honor of relofive Douglas Clarkson at Klesl(un
Hills.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, Jun 28, 1999Page 3

Clarkson honoured

LAURA TESTER
Herald-Tribune shaff

Ray Boyer and the rest of the Kleskun Hills Museurn Society couldn't ig-
nore that this is the International Year of Older Persons,

So they invited young and old to the Kleskun Hills museum site ease of
Grande Prairie Samrday to commemorate the efforts of pioneers. Boyer,
the musewum’s president, celebrated with others for the unveiling of two
plaques — one honouring all the sertlers who cime over the Edson Trail
and the other in recognition of Senior of the Year for 1999,

Darothy Ineland from the Grande Prairie & Area Oldrimers Associarion
unveiled the Edson Trail plaque after travelling by horse-drawn cart to the
destination— just like the pioneers would have done.

Then the family members of Douglas Clarkson, who died in March ar
the age of 85, unveiled 2 [J|al;ur_' int honour of him. He was selecred as the
Senior of the Year,

“Douglas did give us a generous donation for our socicty,” Boyer said,
“He did a tremendous amount of worlc for this area. He located narive
burial grounds and we have fenced them in now.”

f‘.l.'{rfm:n waas a tireless volunteer who also contribured time and maren-
als o the Grande Prairie Musewrn, He also helped extensively ac Everareen
Park for which a hall was named after him,

*1 think it’s a great honour,” his 96-year-old sister Jennie McDonald said
of Saturday’s unveiling,

Boyer also said this was the day o celebrate all the pioneers who came
ovet the Edson Trail in 1911.

rs were able o ke a look around an the grounds o see the
[t'emendn-u; CI'IJI'I:]"I.’¢ aver the pasl year A 'uLI'I!:Il::I] L:rl1=,|!|.1“1.r u]1r:|:1u| i
1919, was moved to the sice, Along with that, a Catholic church once sit-!
ated along Highway 43 now sits on the grounds, The Huberr Manning
building on the “Fourteen Mile Farm” east of Grande Prairie was also relo-
cated there.

The structures, with the exception of the Manning building, have been
renovated. Boyer did a lot of the work and received help from Jack Fire-
patricl,

".Htl:'r F(:” Imore tx[:u:rl!i:ﬂ.' will] L:Jr!:lr_'rl[r:-' ‘-'-"(Jfl(. l]l.‘Lrl [ J'lﬂ"u"ﬂ.,h '-d.:r'\ a I'|.|.|||'I-
ble Boyer.

Then there were others who provided much needed equipment for the
endeavour to move buildings and level the ground — Lynne and Jerry Ok,
Annie Bulford, Albert and Pearl Klimack, Danny Antonio, and Bruce Fen-
Ton.

Fran Moore of the DeBolt and Districe Pioneer Museum presented a
book on the Edson Trail to the Kleskun Hills Museum Sociery.
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['he tamilies of the lage JENNIE MCDONALD {vould like 1o

extend our sincere thanks Yo oor sy trends and rerauves for their

5 support during our recent loss ‘

‘ Thank vou o Dr |, Renfree and the staft of 3 Nordh for the i

L wonderful care our mother received and tor the kindness shown our 4

’ families. (
Thank you to Olivers Funeral Chapel & Gene Krause. Thank

 you to Rev. Begalke, Ruth Boyd, Marg Bowes and the pallbearers,
o all those who sent cards. donations, tood trays, baskers and
Howers. Your kindness was very appreciated

Donald, Cruce, Marnganet and jamilies

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ° Fri, Nov 29, 2002Page 5



McDonalds celebrate century on the farm

Coming over the Edson Trail: Family settled in the Crystal Creek area in 1910
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