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Perhaps the most common image we have in mind when we hear the word “homesteader” is that of a young man eager for adven-

ture, or perhaps a family in search of a new life. In the absence of an adult male, however, women could also file on a homestead. 

Some of them were unmarried women, perhaps veteran nurses of the First World War, while others were widows with families to 

support. Read on to learn about some of the women who se led on the Grande Prairie. Elizabeth (McPhee) Moon and her family 

immigrated to Ontario from Scotland when she was a child. She married Charles Moon at 16 and was widowed at the age of 40, 

leaving her with nine children to support. Elizabeth’s parents and siblings had moved to Alberta several years earlier and sent her 

glowing reports of their home in the west. In 1905, Elizabeth and eight of her children (the eldest daughter stayed in Ontario to 

complete her training as a nurse) moved to Edmonton to join her family. Elizabeth ran boarding houses in Edmonton for a number 

of years. But when her now-grown sons decided to homestead in the South Peace in 1912, Elizabeth decided she was ready for a 

new adventure as well. In February of 1913, at the age of 49, she Above: Elizabeth Moon, ca. 1910. (SPRA 1996.38.1b) traveled to 

the Bezanson area by caboose, accompanied by her family. She filed on the northwest quarter of 27-71-3-W6, near several of her 

sons. Along with working with her family to develop their land, Elizabeth contributed to medical services in the area. She delivered 

several of her grandchildren and acted as midwife for other women in the community as well, since there was only one doctor 

serving the region at the time. Later, Elizabeth worked as a cook in the Grande Prairie hospital. She died in 1946 and was buried in 

the Glen Leslie Cemetery.  
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