enny Lightfo
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Meet a success -

The Grande Prairie Gymkhana club held its second suc- =
cessful open meet of the year yesterday and riders put-
their mounts through the various races, held for enjoy-=
ment and profit,

Ruth Alloway came up with top time in the ladies bar-
rel racing followed closely by Ella-May
second and Donna Quick in third,

Al Nault and Gordon Ingledew rounded the barrels
ahead of the pack to Hefasttey spot in the men’s compe-
tition, followed by Benn nghtfoot.

Junior barrel racis it
take first place with Va.lerxe Perry second and Debbie =
McLaughlin a close third,

Ruth Alloway on Barney

a first in ladies pole bending with Donna Quick in
second,

Gordon Ingledew beat Al Nault out for first men’s
pole bending while Valerie Perry took a first in junior
pole bending,

Ella-May Rutherford teamed up with Gordon Ingledew
to capture the doubles barrel race followed by Wayne
Hodges and Jack Johnston,

In rescue racing Al Nault took top honors in col-
laboration with Gordon Ingledew, and Art Small and Benny =
Lightfoot took second, =

In the final and special event, chariot racing, Francis=
Sluymers galloped first place followed across the line
by Fred Waldorff,

The next open gymkhana meet takes place July 13,
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| ¢ MNNERS (l"" 1o rizhl Witliam ”(ﬂ,’,t'.‘., Al Naclt, Frances Slu)mgrg' B',f_q,

Lightfoal,

nual Gymkhana trophy presentation

tatlon ceremontes Sundsy
in the Gymkhana cbb
r trophiles for the vears

barrel racing trophy i

o Ruth  Alleway for
i Ella Mae Ruttesford, se-
s barrels were won by
i ' llﬂ )\] \l.l" -l.]S
r barrel recing Valerie
Brenda Heoaiing; boys 16.20)

mder barrel racing William Hodges;
ladies’ pole bending compeliticn Ella
Mae Rutherford and Ruth Alloway;

nea's pole bending winners were
Benny Lightfool and Al Nault; girl's

16 and under pole bending Valerie
Perry and Brende Henning, double
terrels Al Naull agd Ella Mae
fetherford for firsl place apd Marie
Heaning and Ruth Allaway in second

place; pmy chariot races were woo
by Frances Sluymers first and Beosy
Lighifoet second.

The club has been busy this vear
with their regular Sunday riding, &
week's camp out on Nose sm.nhlr.
4 day-long ride and steak-fry and a
tew short faunts into the country, The
group {5 plapning a slelgh-ride party
next month for a rousing winter out-
g,

Ruth Allowsy, Valerie Perry.
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Gymkhana season winds up

By SEARY IIY KETHA
of our wladl

Two Grasde Prarie girk
receved the highes! awafds
givem al ke wind-up
cefeEoniey of the Grande
Pratrie Gymkkana club
recenlly for iop marks i
harsemanship

Eleven-vear old Lo
Whitloek who 1ook o tolal of
41 out o o posmible 50 ponis
for har elforls in U5 various
cabegories of the 12and
under horsemanship group,
will recerve the Gymikhana
wlubs Lroghy

Danrs Wright, 15, sarning
3 oit of a tolal possible 50
poinis  im  intermediate
purnoF [P Fnaneip 121k
vears | wiaks presenbed witk
the Graode Praime Auciss
Mart. traghy

Thi lwn girks were chisen
gul of abesl ¥ orders by
judge Elmer Gillesps of
Grafde Prairs

They were Judged on
handling of fheir horses
durr g 1He g Ehaes Mt
as well a= mouniing &nid
anchoring the animals
Confarmetion, which -
Cluded grosming and the
panditine af ihe hsrses
hoves, was alas judges

In semior lrail ceurse
gompetition Maver Cun

ningham was presented
wilh e [0 and [ Depart-
mend Sbare fraphy, winle for
e 516 Srarsgroup irail
course Willlam  Hodges
received Lhe 51 Clair
Shap tropés  Lom Whithek
was presenled Uhe [ogble N
Transport trephy  for  her
#fTarts in lhe 12-and-under
traal ¢orse competition

The average tame for the
YOEl IR dmible hgreels wos
220 seevldh ARl Paded By
the e o Dofna Wright
and Maviz Cunmingham
They  were  anarded
respectively with a trophy
from Bhe Wectoey shoe Store
aed @ wrophy from Eds
Trucking Servee

Lise Miksean and William
Hidges, who come in second
with am average tme of 233
wiekr farh wwarded ribbans
donalsd by ke gymhbbans
b,

For the lowest averags
lime of 133 secends in the
pony chariots, Francis
Sluymers recelved the
Carringien-i'dricn  Fonds
Lid. troghy snd Dick Rer-
nard of Dowson Creek was
pre=enied  wilh a  rifiban
frean the gvminans elub for
tEe peomel lweml averEps
tafiie of 3R 4 secoede

The memolonng winness
e h received a tropky framm
Lhs Lrande Frairie
Civmihana organieatson for
thioir Desl average LEMas in
mach evenl Second place
En:l:rﬂ reveved rll‘.lb-ll:'ri-.

i+ i = 2

Bensy - | Lightiost | = as
awarded =g r the
bes! overoge lme ol e
sear af 249 sesondde in T
min f pokEEnding  race.
while Bob Tesm  placed
seeand wilh an average fume
of 0 sronls

Maves Uunninghars  was
presented a traphy for her
et aveTage time of IT 6
sponds in The [GB8es poe
berding races while Vilers
Porrv placed scrond with &
leme of 314

In thee 11-16 poles Brian
Solssan was lhe recipiesl af
b tropiy for i besl goerage
time of 34 secnnds and Lee
Milszon placed secand will &
vime of 230

[RBNFiG WriEht Wi
preseniled @ tropiy or her
time of & seconds on ihe
girls 1308 poles. while
Hezemarie Hodges placed
secorel with M2 seceordds

B il asid was annres
of ks have |1 3-ard-under

poks wilh a hme of 10 4
seconds Thefe ®a8
wapnnid place winmr

In the 2oand under gicls
podes, Lari Whilleck won
with a fime ol ME while
Linda Sinclair took =eeond
wilk @n average timse of
afFmds

Beniny wis e
recipient of a | ¥ Dor his
1o tirese of 1 soronds i Lhe
freit m Dhaffel TRAARE, Whilke
Bob Tusor placed segend
with & kime f 204

In Lk ladscs harrel.
Mavie Lunmngram Awon
with hir average Ume ol
b4 seconds whelh Valere
Perry won Sefond wailh a
lirme off 21,3

Brisn  Milsson Wi
awarces< & tropire for his
time of LB.S i e B 13-10
tarrele, wilh La= Nils=on
aking =ecowd with 1R

The girks 1516 Brmels saw
lionna Wrigkd abtaim first
Hace Wik & lmme ol |83
segandes with Eosemarie
Hiliges makifd secomd on a
tmnc of IS5

In the ! E-ani-under L
narrele, BHenny Nikson was
sgain avvarded a traphy for
s 3.1 averafr Umie, wilh
nio o placing secand

Lorn Whitlock received
anolker Irophy far T Tame
o I T secame R the [ -and-
mider girls barmels, while
Lirda Senclair ook second
wilh a lime of 2.2 seconds

The aifaar I‘:rgﬂ:l with a
banquet Gt 75 pm in lee
Oircle "J° S1eak Hous= wilhk
alw) i peeople allendmg [t
was Lhe firsl farmal
Walreerime of e cluk foF Lhie
presentatoon of teashies pnd
awards
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Lightfoot

Ben |Lightfoot ran into
some misfortune last night
in the pony chariot races
and the first round leader
has now slipped into seventh
place.

After recording a record
28.1 time Monday,
missed a barrel which
added a big chunk to his
total time, now 62.9.

George Prerie, driving the
Modern Food Store outfit,
rambled to a 29.2 time last
night totake a lead after two
days with a 58.0 total.

Aaron Dreger and his
Won-0-Won Service
machine c¢lhimbed into
second with a 28.2 for a two-
day total of 58.1. Barney
McNally and his Keith's

The Daily Herald-Tribune

Small Engine rig moved into
third place after a 28.6 time
for a 60.0 total.

Action concludes tonight,

The Gordell's Trailer
Hauling pony team is
Jjinxed. At least that's what
the riders are beginning to
believe. Both nights, each
time with different drivers,
the team has thrown the
pilot around the first barrel.

RESULTS

1. Modern Food Stores
(George Prerice) 29.2, 28.8 -
28.0.

2. Won-O-Won Service
(Aaron Dreger) 28.2, 29.3 -
o8.1.

3. Keith’s Small Engines
(Barney McNally) 28.6, 31.4

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Wed, Aug 11, 1971Page 13

loses chariot lead on barrel error

- 60.0

4. Northern Power (Norm
Miliken) 28.9, 31.4 - 60.3.

5. Retarded Children's
Home (Ken Gutau) 29.2. 346
- 60.8.

6. GP Feed Service (Gerrit
Sluymers) 28.8, 33.1 - 61.9.
7. Ben Lightfoot, 28.1, 34.8 -
62.9.

8. Pacific 66 (Roy Ogden)
32.6, 31.7 - 64.3.

9. City Discount, Highland
Park Esso (Fred Oltmann)
31.6, 33.0-64.6.

10. CN Tanchuk Transport
(Art Tollefson) 37.3, 37.1 -
74 4.

11. SepCess of the Peace
(Don Hunt) 38.0, 44.2 - 82.2.
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Action fast & furious
at DeBolt Sports Day

By JEFF HARRIS
of our stafr
DeBOLT

An estimated 1 500 persons trekkod
to DeBolt Saturday for the hamlet's
annual Sports Day.

Residents of Crooked Creek,
Goodwin, Watino and the farming
area north of DeBolt took part in the
day-long event which included 18
rodeo competitions.

A smattering of rain was just
enough to keep down the infield dust
during the 18 rodeo events, said
Smoky River MLA Marv Moore,
master of ceremonies.

The day began at 8:30 a.m. in the
community hall, with a pancake-and-
bacon breakfast. The 250 early-risers
consumed 20 pounds of bacon — about
450 strips. Twenty-five pounds of flour
was used to make pancakes which
were smothered in 20 pounds of syrup.

The centre of activity shifted to
DeBolt's main street for the parade,
leading participants and speciators to
the sports grounds one mile southwest
of the hamlet,

EVENT RESULTS:

Ladies’ barrel race: Joan Helenedy
(19.8 seconds), Marg Scott, Laura
Morrison, Men's barrel race: Duane
Stevenson (17.2), Leonard Valengood,
Lee Stevenson, Quarter-mile, 14 years
and under: Gordon Stevenson, Alvin
Valengood, Brent Minni, Ladies' half-
mile open: Bev Lenes, Laura
Morrison, Marg Scott; Sack Race, 14
years and under: Gordon Stevenson,
Edwin Windifield, Danny Alexander;
Open stake race: Lee Stevenson (2. 8

seconds), Lynn Valengood Roger
Reiger. Quarter-mile -

race;: Benny Duane
Stevenson, Lav

Chariot race: Larr)' Clegg (44, 6),
John Neilsen, Everett Morrison;
Open pole bending: Alvin Valengood
(28.2), Byron Minni, Ralph Trotter;
Pop race: Chip Valengood, Kevin
Massey, Tammy Morrison: Open

walk, trot, run: Duane Stevenson,
Darrel Waldner, Clay Matlock;
Cowhide race: Lee Stevenson

Laura Morrison (23.5 seconds), Marv
Moore and Gordon Newman, Bruce
Stevenson and Duane Eslinger; Hali-
mile open: Benny Lightfoot, Leonard
Valengood, Duane Stevenson: Flag
Picking: Duane Stevenson, Lee
Stevenson, Sherman Minni; Two-
horse chuckwagon race: Everell
Morrison (58.8), John Neilsen (80.6),
Neil Holmes (64.0). S A

Pony chariot race: Benny Lightfoot
(52.0), Ray Ogden (53.7), Benny
Lightfoot (53.9); Four-herse chuck-
wagon race: Everett Morrison (54.7),
John Neilsen (exhibition, un-
scheduled race).

The day’s feature event, the DeBolt
Hotel one-mile Derby was won “by a
nose,"" by Duane Stevenson, followed
by Delmer Weeger and Laura
Morrison,

Julie Peterson sponsored by the
East Smoky Ladies' Auxiliary, was
crowned Queen at the dance held in
the evening.
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DeBolt Sport Day

DERDL

Pancake breaklast, parade, ball games.
horse races, rides, horseshoes and foot
Taces

You name it and it was part of the an
nual DeBoit Sporls Day held here
yesterday from dawn until dusk — and
just a little later,

The annual day of fun began with a fre
pancake breakfast at the Centennial Hall
at 230 a.m.

Before the last of the flapjack eaters
had licked the maple surup off their lips. o
parade, with the theme of “Happy B
thday Canada and RCMP"', had begun o
wind its way throwgh the hamlet and oul
to the grounds.

Julie Peterson, last year's queen, ol
ficially opened the festivities and the 1973
edition of the sports Day was under way

Next vear the duties will be up to Debbie
Japtz. The D. C. C. Ruding club
representalive was crowned queen of the
DeBolt Sports Day at a dance last night

Runner-ups were Colleen larrent, -t
clubs; NHeather Robertson, Ridgevalley
Students Union and Carrie Gaboury
Royal Canadian Legion and Auxiliary.

Close to 1,000 spectators took n the
various events which began al the
grounds at 1 p.m. and continued until 30
p.m.

Here are the results:

Parade - Best club or school - 1. Hoval
Canadian Legion and Auxihary 2. DeBoll
and Crooked Cresk Riding club 3 4H
clubs. Besl decorated bikes - Hovs
Darrell Fichett, Dareen Walchyn. David
Klassen. Girls - Chervl Rieger Valrie
Walchyvn. Francis Tarrent. Best dressed

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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horse  and  rider Ladies Turdy
Hal xl skv  Mens - Melford Newman.
hilds - Lana Halabisky. Best comic enlry

Walt and Gordon Outlitting.  Best
Gsonness - DeBolt Hotel. DeBolt Store.,
Hest farm entry - Marg and Jackie Scott.
Hewelt Ditrich. Marv and Fran Moore.
|adies” barrel race - Miss Holinaty
105 Laura Morrison 1900, Debbie
0. Men's barrel race - Ben
,:uhthmt 1. 5. Len Valengood, 18.01. Lee
4 : a.06. 14 ar.d under 'y mile -
Sandy Dic} ml ack on “Jiffy", 23.1. Roy
Gordon Stevenson. 23 4.
-~ mile - Laura Morrison, 41.2.
Samdy  Richenback on  ““Jiffy”, 42.1,
l». b Lslinger, 434, Sack race 14 and
neer Chip Vanlingood. Gordon

qson Denise Eslinger. Stake race -

(; nuoln

Newman, Lee Stevenson, Daryl
Welander. Stock 'y mile - Ben. !
o0 Stevenson Sherman Minnie.

0 ‘I
!'._.‘ S8 n L3

-t

Chariol race - Neil Holmes, Larry
Foverelt Morrison, Pole bending -
Grzel, Daryl Welander. Lyle

‘.\‘:.Ik. trot and run - Lorne
li;'.'hv- Iu 4oon "Jilfy", Lyle Pealo, Larry
Clegs Pop race 14 and under - Alvin
Hal lu.nl)\l oy Klassen. Cowhide race -
Morrison and Glen Unger.
P lhrmmand'l‘omSorken Half
mile nln_ll - Ben DeBolt Hotel
Derby - Tom Sm‘ken. 1:26.0. Gordon
Stevenson, Lym Valengood. Flag picking
Loo stevenson, 3.7, Walter Gilzel, Ricky
| wwrence Wagon race - Lee Groves, 62.9.

| lo_'L )
VY iy

‘vll'l" O

'llll ;‘0

' dAWre

Fverett Morrisen. Neil Holmes, Pony
chariot race Lightfoot. Tiddy

Welding Lvle Carpenter.
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Major winner Benny Lightfoot culs around barrel at DeBolt Sports.

DeBolt ignores the holiday weather

By DON MOON
f our staff

DEBOLT About 1,500
peaple took in the ninth
annual DeBolt Sports Day
neld here yesterday despite
rool temperatures and a
spattering of rain.

Throughout the day light
rain did hamper the comfort
if the spectators but it didn't
dampen the enthusiasm of
the contestants who put on a
good show despite a
somewhat slippery track,

While the wetness did help
to keep the dust down it also
contributed to an un-
fortunate accident that sent
# voung rider to the Grande
Prairie hospital

Gord Stevenson was
rushed to the hospital when
his horse slipped causing the
voungster to hit the turf
heavily, Stevenson did not
receive any major injuries
but was kept in the hospital

for observation,

The day kicked off in the
morning with a parade down
main street. This vear’s
theme was "'Our Heritage''.
Included in the parade were
queen contestants, Ivy
Judd, sponsored by the
student’s union, and
Elizabeth Halabisky,
sponsored by the Legion
auxiliary.

This year spectators and
conlestants were treated to
a brand new track and
grandstand area. The layout
is a real tribute to the
organizers of the event who
put in many hard hours of
work getting it ready for
vesterday's big day

Here are the results:

PARADE

Business Pirker
Apiaries. Comic - Morrison
Bros. Family - Lawrence
Klassen

Fancy dress (Men) - Lee
Stevenson. (Children) -

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Ricky Groves. (Ladies) -
Marilyn Groves,

Western dress (Men
GGordon Workman. (Ladies)
- Mrs. Trotter. Best Club -
Ridgevalley 4-H.

Bikes - (Boys) - Murray
Newman. (Girls) - Cheryl
Rigler. Valrie Walchyn.
Jerri Jantz,

EVENTS

Ladies barrel race - 1,

Joan Halanaty. 2. Laura

Morrison-Men's el race
- Benny| Lightfoot.| Walter
Gitzel, Ri 3 ce

'y mile 14 and under -
Tammy Morrison. Kevin
Massey. Darrell Peel.
Ladies ', mile open - Laura
Morrison. Kathy Waddell,
Denise Eslinger.

Sack race 14 and under -
Gordon  Stevenson. Kevin
Masseyv. Denise Eslinger.
Stake race, open - Benny
Lightfoot. FEddie Rycroft.
Henry Peel

Chariot race -

Everitt

- Stevenson

Morrison. Lee Groves, Pole
bending, open - Dwayne
Ealine Camp-
hell. Denise Eslinger. Pop
race 14 and under - Kevin
Massey, Terry Moore, Rick
Lawrence
Walk, trot
Gordon Newman.

and run -
Judy

Haugen. Denise Eslinger.
Open cowhide Kevin
Massey, Laura Morrison.

George Morrison,

Peewee barrel - Tammy
Peel. Kelly Rycroft. Gail
Mcloy. Half mile, open -
Benny Lightfoof. Billy
Rycroft. Laura Morrison.

DeBolt Hotel Derby -
Tommy Serken., Flag
picking open Rick
Lawrence. Lenard Massey.
Wagon races Everitt
Morrison. Pony chariot -
Benny Lightfoot. Lyle's
Carpentry. Pony chuck-
wagon - Lyle's Carpentry.
Mix Bros.
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GP rig wins pony chariots

Ben Lightfoot and the GP
Feed Service outfit won the
pony chariot championship
and Jim O'Dwyer of Dawson
Creek took the pony chucks
event after the final night of
racing at the Country Fair last
night.

Lightfoot circled the infield
and crossed the finish line
with an aggregate of 1:37.8 to
win his category while
O'Dwyer made the half-mile
trip around the track with a
four-day total of 5:05.1.

Here are (he top placers in

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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each event;
CHARIOTS
1. GP Feed Service. Driver -
Ben Lightfoot. 1:37.8. 2. Planet
Sales. Driver - Dave Williams

3. Fred Oatman. Driver -
Mike Lewis.
Service. Driver - A, Dudger.
1:45.8. 5. Pacific Petroleum.
- Mike Lewis. 1:46.1.

CHUCKS
. Jim O'Dwyer, Dawson
2, George
Privie, Fort St. John - 5:14.0.

&
Benny Lightfoot

Prairie - 5:15.9.

4. B. Hollingshead, Doe
River - 5:21.8. 5. A.
Hollingshead, Doe River
5:29.1. 6. Mix Bros,, Grande
Prairie - 5:37.8.
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Leaders
margins
are slim

-

In the chackwagon
vvent Jim r of Dewson
Creek s lops with & | 344
liming and bokds 3 Inosecond
oie ovor renoorup  Mike
Lewis and e RL. Bain
Traller Sales rig of Dawsen
cme h

il with the R
and M Pelrolesm posses of
Dausea Creek 3nd Al
Hall s L Smashsuk
g of Dawwon Croek are bed
for thurd ot L2141,

Both the chariot and poay
theckwagons comlinee today
and fomarrow beganeg ot 4

FONY CHLUORS

Jim UDwyer, Dawson
Cravk 1044 Mike Lewis.
L. Bam Traller Sales,
Dawwnn Creek - 2:060. B
Holliagshesd, R and N
etrolenm, Dawson Creed -
Pie) Al Hetlingshead: L
Smashouk Weling. Dawsos
Crock  1:061

e Lightfeel . Patterson's
Lovestiwh  Hobng, Grasde
Prasrwe - 1:165 Ogdos
lenty Livestock Hawling.
Grunde Prainie < 1 16% Fred
Himan, Grande Prare -
1:36.2

pm Here are Be sadings
alter the first day
PONY CHARIOTS
Flen . Palterson
Livestoek | K. Graade
Framee - 117 Dave Willams,
Dawson Ok - 317 Mike
Lowis, Norweld Equipment,
Dawson Creek - 225 Maine
Kirstein, Sexsmnik-34.1.
EBob Kitten, Petroleum
Mamtenance. Grande Prame
< M4 Jake Friesen. Kape

and the Norweld

Dawson Crevk Trarsgorl, Foet Nebsn - 313
...‘“::‘Q Lurata .&”2 iplus five seconds) 363
:‘l Kirstea of Sexsmith at Gardwe Hal, Worowas, K C .
au'.'. T (plus fhve seconds) 17

Hols Hollirgshead  Foacking 1N
Ranch, Dawson Crook - 305
Linda Ogden and Lonnie
O Drwyer - Natimw

. Urivag n the
sGme cottided their
first the nlleld.
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Beany Lightfoot hevds for the sive in the Pouy Chiccka

nghqfoot; fastest with chariot

Mo TN M S IRS Leids” There In I

woar sy 1Ae sy day o uie the
Renay Lghths of Groesde  poas chnal race wove! at the
enre el cavee Iy Grasde Mya e Cnads Vair

The Daily Herald-Tribune

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Aug
6, 1976Page 10

Latiind retmd 1he o
eewe Livostzre Nxiing
catlit of Grande Mexrie o 2
Srveday vwaal txw A B 5
Mcrcn Suirg od Mike
e g dw Noreed
Sxygoaey g <l UDewmsn
Lok ond Dave @ laans o
e Uieedh s And (o
e ad il

sevr i@ insperiniw
ICATEA S R A s

Jos C'Dwye: o Ly
ol bw serw

Hebad 1he by G butm
Bhad tae A 2 W
ymbrdy, crpidrg w
creek i A b ve by an
ronal checngd N T
18 woored balgr ovrs v e
53 Mabx Lews ad 10 R L
UHer Traekr S g o
Lamsmineh

s puts oy r b amgpend

Iy are 150 Thetds
wal

POAY CRARINs

I Mallerses Lisesniah

Henling. Graste Prace
Drirey  Serey Egbilel 11 2
M9

1. MNxacld Egquiprnarl,
Drewe Urvek. Uneer - Nie
Lew s 251821200010

1 dvee Walwran Insam
Coms A1 TS840

L Newekd Egapany 1l
Dassm Comd Dy Yike
lase ReiedTitess

5 Weley lree, Lo
Cooek Deroer - Jador Priesen
3O M2e0

Rar s K Seaaeih
STEDSARTRE L
v Pebrsear Malsnaee
Wk Ivane Drne - Rt
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GP reinsman grabs pony chucks victory

deq Prairie's Benny
had the best time

aysen route to the pony
chuckwagon chnmplonshlp at
a rodeo held in Doe River,
B.C. on the weekend.

had a 1:11.41
dockmg the first day and then
turned the oval with the best
clocking of the meet the
second day with 1:09.18 for a
2:20.59 total and victory for
the Patterson Livestock
Hauling outfit of the city.

Mike Lewis of Dawson
Creek and the Taylor Con-
fectionary rig of Taylor
finished runner-up at 2:23.48
while Al Hollingshead of
Dawson Creek and the
Smashnuk Welding horses of

Dawson Creek placed third in
2:27.01,

A first-day penalty cost Ray
Ogden of Grande Prairie and
the Prairie Truck and Trailer
outfit of the city a spot in the
standings. He had to settle for
fourth with a 2:29.20 total.

Lewis and the Leoppky
Electric rig of Dawson Creek
took top spot in the pony
chariots with a time of 56.38.
Lewis’ Northern Glass outfit
of Dawson Creek placed
second in 58.10 while Jake
Friesen of Fort St. John and
the McCoy Bros. steeds of
Dawson Creek placed third in
58.30.

Lightfool and the GP Feed
Services rig of the city grab-
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bed fourth place in 58.69 while
Linda Ogden and her Norlan
Feeds outfit placed fifth in
59.14

Here are the pony chariot
results:

1. Leoppky Electric. DC
Mike Lewis, DC. 28.76 - 27,62 -
56.38.

2. Northern Glass, DC. Mike
Lewis, DC. 2929 - 28.81 - 58.10.

3. McCoy Bros., DC. Jake
Friesen, FSJ. 29.43 - 28.87 -
58.30.

4. GP Feed Services, GP.
Ben [Cightfool, GP. 29.21 - 29.48
-58.69.

5. Norlan Feeds, GP. Linda
Ogden, GP. 29.59 - 29.55 - 59.14.

6. Dave Williams, DC. Self
sponsored. 30.31 - 29.63 - 59.44.

7. (Tie) Ken and Lance
Edgar, UFA, LaGlace. Kevin
Robinson, LaGlace, 30.32 -
2969 - 60.01; 7. Herman
Houghland, Spirit River. Self
sponsored, 30.46 - 29.55 - 60.01.

9. GP Petroleum Main-
tenance, GP. Bob Kitner, DC.
30.09 - 30.25- 60.34.

10. Country Playboys, DC.
Arden Sterr, Doe River. 31.73 -
28.92 - 60.65.

11. Scott's Water Service,
DC. Mike Lewis, DC. 32.15 -
28.71 - 60.86.

12. Koch Enterprises, FSJ.
Jake Friesen, FSJ. 30.27 - 31.33
-61.60.

13. Don McLean, DC, Self
sponsored. 30.67 - 31.40 - 62.07.

14. Dawson Hotel, DC. Jim

Metcalf, GP. 31.67 -
62.16.

3049 -

15. Greg Barton, Doe River.
Self sponsored. 30.79 - 31.46 -
62.25.

16. Print Shop, DC. Ross
Calson, DC. 31.04 - 3157 -
62.61.

17.  Robinson Trucking,
LaGlace, Dwayne Robinson,
LaGlace, 31.92-32.11-64.03.

18. Hans Welding, Pouce
Coupe. Ben Brown, Dawson
Creek. 33.19- 32.15- 65.34.

19. Gear Jammer Elec-
tronics, DC. Ivan Carlson, DC.
34.86 - 31.63 - 66.49.

20. Tom Hitchen, DC. Self
SRRSO e FR L -1 M - TR

Here are the poay chuck-
wigon resulls:

1. Patterson
Huuling, GF. Ben
GP, 10141 - 108,08 - 2: 20,58,

2. Taylor  Confection
Taylor. Mike Lewis, D g
1:11.97 - 1:11.51 - 23,48,

3. Smashnuk Welding, DC
Al Hollingshead, DC. 1:13.97 -
1130 - 202700

4, Prairie Treck and Trailer
Parts Litd., GP. Hay Ogden,
GP.1:17.52- 101168 - 2 3% 20,

5 Dowson  Moving  and
Storage, D, Bill
Hillingshead, Do River
1:20.40- 121162 - 33102,

4, Horse and Rider, D, Jim
O Drwper, DO 121476 - 101803
ER U P

7. Dolan Agencles, DC. Art

Livestock

Cumy, DT, 1:19.12 - 1:18.80 -
L3TAL

2., Trunor Log Homes, DO
Bob  Ogden, M7 1:17.97
108 12 - 204008

. Fark [nn, D, Art
Hearicksen, DO, 12277 -
LIRS - 204271,

10, Shorthoen Cateeing, DC.
dnck Walper, Pouce Coupe
1:22 A0 - 1:20.93- 2:43.41,

11, Flovd Rude Trucking,

LaGlave, Fleyd Bekkerus,
LaGlace, 1:30.44 - 11881 -
340,27,

12. Rolla General Slore,
Hella.  Bob  Hoellingshead,
Ralla.  1:15.86 2:08,13
335,99, '
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Pony chucks, chariots start off fast

By DEAN JOBB
of our staff

Benn,\{ Lightfoot [of Grande
Prairie 'disphas is winning

form in the pony chariot races
while Frank Lewis of Fort St.
John was top driver in the
pony chuckwagqn heats as ac-
tion opened at the County Fair

last night.
lu—g_‘him, driving the Gran-

de Prairie Feeds Services
chariot, captured first with a
time of 31:15, narrowly win-
ning his heat over fourth-place

finisher Mike Lewis' Northern
Glass rig from Dawson Creek
who clocked 31:86.

Lewis was the winner of
both the pony chariot apd
chuckwagon races at last
year's County Fair as he
dominated all three days of
racing action.

He also holds down second
spot in the pony chariots after
last night's heats, having
guided his Leoppky Electric
rig toa slim 1-100th of a second
lead over third-place Jake
Friesen and the McCoy
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Brothers team, also from
Dawson Creek.

Sixteen chariots are com-
peting in this year's County
Fair races, up from a total of
121in the 1977 fair.

In the pony chucks Frank
Lewis is the man to watch for
as his Beaver Transport rig
ran a time of 1:17.19, giving
him a comfortable 1!, second
lead over-second place [Light-
foot driving the Patterson
Livestock Hauling rig.

Third place after last night’s
action is held by Grande
Prairie driver Ray Ogden with
the Prairie Truck and Trailer

team who was timed at
1:18.86.
Action continues this

evening with the pony ¢hariots
scheduled to go at 4:30. The
standings after one night of

racing are:
PONY CHARIOTS

1. GP Feed Services, Benny
31.15, 2. Leoppky
Electric, Dawson Creek, Mike
Lewis 31.70, 3. McCoy
Brothers, Dawson Creek, Jake
Friesen 31.71, 4. Northern
Glass, Dawson Creek, Mike

Lewis — 31.86, 5. Taylor Con-
fectionary, Mike Lewis -
32.24.

PONY CHUCKWAGONS
1. Beaver Transport, Fort

St. John, Frank Lewis —
1:17.19, 2. Patterson Livestock

Hauling, Grande Prairie, Ben-
ny — 1:1847, 3
Prairie Truck and Trailer,
Grande Prairie, Ray Ogden —
1:18.86, 4. Smashnuk Welding,
Dawson Creek, Al

Hollingshead — 1:20.23
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Dawson driver dominates chariots

Mike Lewis ol Dawson
Creek is trying for a repeat of
last year's domination in the
pony chariot event while in the
pony chucks, Benny Lightfoot
of Grande Prairie clocked the
best time of the past two days
as racing continued at the
County Fair,

Lewis not only turned in the
top three times in the chariots
yesterday but now holds down
the top three positions as well
His Leoppky Electric outfit is
on top with a two-day total
time of 1:03.04, followed in
second by the Northern Glass
chariot and the third place
Taylor Confectionary rig.

The only man with a good
chance to beat Lewis was
Monday's leader, Henny
Lightfoot with the GP Feed
Services team. That chance
was lost on the last lap of the
fourth heat when one of his
ponies stumbled and Lightfoot
himself shpped back into four-
th position

Fifth place is held by Jake

Friesen of Fort St. John
driving the McCoy Brothers
chariot. With just over one-
half second separating first
and fifth positions the com-
petition will be keen going into
tonight’s final races.

Lightfoot's Patterson
Livestock Hauling outfit ran
the best time in the pony
chucks — 1:14.52 — to give
him the lead after two days of
action. Lightfoot took the top
spot from Frank Lewis of Fort
St. John who dropped back to
second place with yesterday's
time of 1:15.93.

Ray Ogden of Grande
Prairie is in third after two
days.

Racing action wraps up
tonight at the County Fair
with the pony chariots slated
to go at 4:30 followed by the
pony chucks and big chucks.

The standings after two
days of racing and Tuesday's
times are:

PONY CHARIOTS
1. Leoppky Electric, DC,
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Mike Lewis — 31,34, 1:03.04, 2.
Northern Glass, DC, Mike
Lewis — 31.27, 1:03.14, 3.
Taylor Confectioneryy Mike
Lewis—31.23, 1:0347, 4. GP
Feed Services, Benny Light-
foot — 32,41, 1:03.56. 5. McCoy
Bros., DC, Jake Friesen
31.92, 1:03.63,

6. Kaps Transport, FSJ,
Jake Friesen — 32.54, 1:05.29,
7. The Print Shop, DC, Ross
Carlson, — 33.16, 1:09.53, 8.
GP Petroleum Maintenance,
Dale Lindball — 31.89, 1:09.66,
Norlan Feeds, GP, Linda
Ogden — 3442, 1:10.2, 10
Hollingshead Brothers, Greg
Burton —33.45, 1:11.36,

11. Thracker's Auto Body,
Fairview, Haime Kirstien —
3543, 1:11.67, 12. Dave
Williams, Farmington, B.C. —
38.97, 1:11.85, 13. Gearjammer
Electronics, Ivan Carlson —
39.93,1:14.5,

14. Tom Hetchin, DC —

35.79, 1:17.83, 15. Mountain
View Trailers, GP, Haime
Kirstien — 44.81, 1:2541, 16.
Floyd Rude Trucking,
LaGlace, Brian Robinson —
44.87,1:25.59.

PONY CHUCKWAGONS

1. Patterson Livestock
Hauling, GP Bennv Lightfoot
— 1:14.52, 2:32.99, 2. Beaver
Transport, FSJ, Frank Lewis

1:15.93, 2:34.12, 3. Prairie
Truck and Trailer, GP, Ray
Ogden — 1:15.83, 2:34.69, 4.
Smashnuk Welding, DC, Al
Hollingshead — 1:17.41,
2:37.64,

5. Dawson Moving, Bill
Hollingshead — 1:16.14, 2:38.5,
6. Trunor Log Homes, Far-
mington, Bob Ogden —
1:20.73, 2:41.19, 7. Floyd Rude
Hauling, LaGlace, Lloyd
Bekkerus — 1:18.8, 2:41.22, 8.
Rolla General Store, Bob
Hollingshead — 1:21.09,
2:43.98, 9. Horse 'n Rider, Jim
O'Dwyer — no time, 1:23.09.
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Lightfoot, Lewis play musical pony chairs

By DEAN JOBB
of our staff

Benny Lightfoot of Grande
Prairie and Dawson Creek
driver Mike Lewis spent last
night jockeying for position in
the pony chariot and chuck-
wagon races at the County
Fair

And when it was all over
Lightfoot emerged as the win-
ner in the pony chariots after
beginning the evening in four-
th spot behind three Lewis-
driven entries. Lightfoot
spirited his Grande Prairie
Feeds Services ponies around
the infield in a time of 31.5, the
best of the mght.

Lewis appeared to have his
problems during last night's
heats after dominating the fir-
st two days of action. He

finished second in two of his
three heats but managed to
muster the Leoppky Electric
chariot into second position
with a threeday time of
1:35.2, less than 2-10ths of a
second behind Lightfoot.

The pony chucks were a dif-
ferent story. Lightfoot's Pat-
terson Livestock Hauling
team held a slight lead over
Lewis entering last night's
races but Lewis came up with
the fast time of 1:18.19 to take
first overall. Lightfoot had to
be content with finishing a
close third.

Ray Ogden of Grande
Prairie finished up with a time
of 1:17.98, the best of the
evening and good enough to
put his Prairie Truck and
Trailer entry into second
place.
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Fourth went to Bill
Hollingshead from Dawson
Creek who finished well back
witha 3:61.27 time.

Jim O'Dwyer, driving the
Horse ‘n Rider outfit con-
tinued to have troubles. In a
repeat of Tuesday night's
misfortunes, one of his ponies
stumbled on the backstretch
and forced him to draw no-
time.

In the pony chariots, third
place went to Jake Friesen of
Fort St. John who clocked a
total time of 1:36.46, just a
shade ahead of the fourth
place Northern Glass rig
driven by Mike Lewis

A total of 16 pony chariots
and about half as many pony
chucks raced at this year's
County Fair

Standings after last night's
final races and total times
are:

PONY CHARIOTS
1. GP Feed Services, Benny

Lightfoot — 31.5, 1:35.06, 2
Leoppky Electric, DC, Mike
Lewis - 32.16, 1:35.2, 3. McCoy
Bros., DC, Jake Friesen —
3283, 1:3646, 4. Northern
Glass, DC, Mike Lewis -
33.51, 1:36.65, 5. Taylor Con-
fectionery, Mike Lewis - 33.74,
1:37.2,

6. Kaps Transport, FSJ,
Juake Friesen - 3298, 1:38.27, 7.
The Print Shop, DC, Ross
Carlson - 33.63, 1:43.16, 8. GP
Petroleum Maintenance, Dale
Lindballe - 3493, 1:4459, 9
Hollingshead Bros, Greg Bur-
ton - 33 45, 1:44 81,

10, Dave Williams, ' Far-
mington, B.C. - 33.08, 1:44.93,
11. Norlan Feeds, GP, Linda
Ogden - 3581, 1:46.01, 12
Gearjammer Electronics,
Ivan Carlson - 3392, 1:48.42,
13. Thracker's Auto Body,
Fairview, Haime Kirstien' -
35.68, 1:52.35,

14. Tom Hetchin, DC - 37.04,

1:54.87, 15. Mountain View
Trailers, GP, Haime Kirstien -
35.46, 1:60.87, 16. Floyd Rude
Trucking, LaGlace, Brian
Robinson - 36.34, 1:61 93

PONY CHUCKWAGONS

1. Beaver Transport, FSJ,
Mike Lewis - 1:18.19, 3:52.31,
Prairie Truck and Trailer,
GP, Ray Ogden - 1:17.98,
3:52.67, 3. Patterson Livestock
Hauling, GP, Benny Lightfoot
- 1:20.53, 3:53.52, 4. Dawson
Moving, Bill Hollingshead -
1:22.73,3:61.27,

5. Smashnuk Welding, DC,
Al Hollingshead 1:25.7,
3:63.84, 6. Trunor Log Homes,
Farmington, Bob Ogden
1:28.46, 3:6935 7. Rolla
General Store, Bob
Hollingshead - 1:25 58, 3:68.56,
8. Floyd Rude Hauling,
LaGlace, Lloyd Bekkerus -
1:31.24, 3:7246, 9. Horse 'n
Rider, Jim O'Dwyer - no time,
1:23.09
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Pony champ returns

Mike Lewis of Dawson Creek will again
defend his title in the pony chuckwagon
races at Stompede 1 at the County
Fairgrounds with races getting underway
at 5:45p.m. starting tomorrow.

Lewis, who drove for Beaver Transport,
walked off with top place last year not only
in the pony chucks but also the pony
chariots, leaving his rivals eating dust.

Most of the top drivers in the pony events
will be in attendance as they try to take
home some of the $2,000 in prize money
The chucks purse is $1,200 and the chariots
winnings are $800.

Approximately 12 entries have been
posted in the pony chucks and 15 in the
chariots, Races begin Friday from 5:45
p.m.-6:15p.m. through to Monday .

Drivers expected to compete in the pony
chuckwagon races are Lewis, Bill

Hollingshead, Ray Ogdep—~aAd
Hollingshead, Jim O'Dwyer, Benny Light-

fool, Art Guay, Bob Hollingshead—ttoyd
Bekkerus and Art Hendrickson.

New drivers competing in the event this
year are Ross Carlson, Wayne Perry,
Keith Havener and Shane Loiselle.

Competitors in the pony chariots are
Lewis, Jake Friessen, . Dale Lin-
dball, Linda Ogden, Dave Williams, Ivan
Carlson, Bob Ogden, Kevin Robinson, Her-
man Hougland, Bekkerus, Tom Hitcher,
Greg Burton and Aaron Dreger

Gary Doonan, Brian Robinson and Colin
Bennie are the new drivers entered in the
competition

There will be three heats in the pony
chucks and four in the chariots each
evening

——_————————————e —— e
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Benny Lightfoot gets pony chucks award from group including sponsor Walt Patterson (left), Wayne Anderson,
Dave Biftekand'Miss Grande Prairie Laura Sawchuk,
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_ Veteran pony wagon driver Benny
of Grande Prairie, driving the
Patterson Hauling wagon, completed
the course with a sizzling 1:14.83 time to
set the pace in the pony wagons at the
Beaverlodge Sports Days yesterday.

Chasing [Lightfool for top time were
Lloyd Bekkerus, driving the Floyd
Rude Trucking wagon of LaGlace, and
Ray Ogden, driving the Oyerhead Door
entry of Grande Prairie.

They put on a super show in their heat
whiletﬁm walched. Bekkerus, out

of the number one barrel, hit the track
first but Ogden picked up strides in the
backfield to close the gap. Bekkerus
came in at 1:15 .08 seconds while Ogden
was 1:15.68, that effort was good
enough to give them second and third,

respectively, overall.
Herman Haugland of Sexsmith,

The Daily Herald-Tribune

top pony driver

driving his own wagon, came in fourth.
Brain Robinson, driving for Peterson
Drilling 1977 Ltd. of LaGlace, came
fifth; while Art Hendrickson, driving
for Aldar Trucking of Dawson Creek,
was sixth.

Jake Friesen's Beaver Transport
chariot took the pony chariot races with
a 1:12.39 time. Friesen drove three
teams in the races; his Holman
Trucking Ltd. chariot team took third
spot while his Land Transport took
sixth.

Herman Haugland, driving for West
Country Products of Grande Prairie,
came in second. Fourth went to Garry
Doonan, driving for FKFarmington
General Store; fifth to Benny
driving for Western -Warehouse:
seventh to Murray Gillespie driving for
H & L. Hauling.

The races count lowards the year-end

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ¢ Tue, May 20, 1980Page 8

awards. The drivers will be competing
al Calgary next

In the horse racing portion of the
program, Audrey Stewart won the
quarter-mile  with Dennis  Rveroft
second and Ed Stewart third.

In the six furlongs, Bill Smith came in
first, Max Sutherland second, and Jean
Millikan third. Sutherland took the one
mile with Gordon Rycroft second and |
Moody third

Kathy Burrott took the juniors race
with Tera Brown second,

Gordon Rycroft took the “« -mile with
Al Gaboury second and Steve McNally
third. In the half-mile, Tom Ryeroft
was first, Shelly Jones second. and

~Percy Baron third

Beaverlodge Sports Days was to have
had the big chuckwagons but they were
in Red Deer during the long weekend
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Teepee Creek Stampede !

Benny Lngh"oot of Grande Prairie (centre) drove his pony chuckwaaon team to victory with the best time total
over thre .
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Ogden, Friesen up to their old tricks
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Benny Lightfoot gets his ponies off to fast start
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Patterson, Bear Canvon 12504 15 A Holling ad

Dipason Urees 1024
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wrmenglun General Ston 1M Mike Lewis
Leuppsy E e 113450 Mike Macher Lube Tulw
Pie e Herman Hawgland, West Country Pron
1410 5 Benny GIERIGOT.  Woestern Warchao
145 8 Mike Lewis. Stan's Plumbimg ard Fishan
Woorstoves 11674 0 Murray Gillispie, N ani
Hauling 1144 . Bob Calltheo, Faoet Assinboine
1o * Williams. Top Weldin 15954 12
Hod Berg, shall Wells 1 1985 ub Calin Beani
Bon Clarke Trucking 12041 14, Colin Benne. North
Peace Truex and Treader 1Z2000 85, Sharon Lewis
SYoune's Industey Supply Ltd. 1 Z2% T
Peteral, Keeh anl 12823 13, Johe Mona Vally )
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Muddy track doesn’t slow Friesen,

By DON MOON
of our staff

A rain soaked track slowed times considerably in
the pony chariot and chuckwagon races during day
two of the County Fair yesterday but it didn’t seem
to deter defending champion Jake Friesen of Fort
St. John.

Friesen came in with the second fastest time
during last night's heats and continues to lead the
pony chariot competition heading into tonight's
final evening of racing.

Ray Ogden of Grande Prairie wasn't so fortunate
Ogden, also a defending champion, could only
manage the night's fourth fastest time in the pony
chuckwagons and has slipped from first place to
fourth overall and is now almost three seconds
hehind leader Benny [Lightfoof of Grande Prairie

I'riesen coaxed his Beaver Transport horses to a
1:16.26 clocking last night and now has a two-day
total of 2:27.91. That isn't much in [ront of runner-up
Mike Lewis of Dawson Creek and his Leoppky
Electric ponies

LEWISREALMUDDER
Lewis proved he is a real mudder by galloping

The Daily Herald-Tribune

around the oval in 1:16.16, the night's fastest time,
and moved himself from fourth place into second
spot with that effort

Friesen wasn't didn't have as much luck with his
second outfit, the Land Transport rig. That unit has.
after a five second penalty, dropped from second
place to fourth in the standings and his
Western Wearhouse steeds now occupy third place
a jump up from seventh after Monday's com
petition

The secret to [Cightfcol. Friesen and Lewis
success may. however, not be in their driving skill
but rather in the luck of the draw

That threesome was fortunate enough to find
themselves in the first heat last night when the
track wasn’t too messed up. It reflected in their
times which were almost 10 seconds faster than the
chariots in the second, third, fourth and fifth heats

CHUCK TIMES CONSISTENT

The times, on the other hand, in the pony
chuckwagon races were more consistent across the
board. By the time they started racing the track
was about as bad as it was going to get

The mud didn’t slow a heck of a lot. He

still managed to tour it in 1 27.20 with his Patterson

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ¢ Wed, Aug 6, 1980Page 10

Lightfoot

Trucking oullit and has moved himsell from third
place tofirst with a two-day total of 2:43.60

Lewis, steering the Bidd West Ltd. wagon. im
proved his lot from fourth to second with a 128 4
clocking and a 2:44.8Y total while Bob Callihoo of
Assinboine is third in2:45.688

Ogden, the 1979 Count Fair Champion and 1980
Stompede winner, trotted home with a 1:30 81 and a
2:46.21 overall and is still within striking distance
sitting in fourth place

Here are the leaders

PONY CHARIOTS

1. Jake Friesen (Beaver Transport: 1:1165
[16.26-2:27.91. 2, Mike Lewis (Leoppky Electric
1 13.04-1:16.16-2:29.20. 3. Benny (Western
Wearhouse ! 1:14.87-1:19.96-2:34.83. 1. Jake Friesen
Land Transport) 1:11 73-1:23.58-2:35.31. 5. Mike
MacNeil (Lube Tube) 1:13.69-1:21.66-2:35.35

PONY CHUCKW AGONS

1. Benny (Patterson Trucking 11640
127 20-2:43.60. 2. Mike Lewis (Bidd West Ltd.)
1 16.45-1:28.44-2:44.89. 3. Bob Callihoo (Baltic
Drilling)  1:15.78-1:30.10-2:45.88. 1. Ray Ogden
Overhead Door) 1:15.40-1:30.81-2:46.21. 5. Art
Hendrickson (Stan Mac Line Construction: 117 68
1°30.92-2-48 60
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Lewis, Friesen & Halerewich
clean up with their ponies
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Mike Lawis [right) battled Ray Ogden in chariot race.
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BENNIE LIGHTFOOT

Mr Bennssed away suddenly on
Sunday, Aptd=2—3486d! the Queen Elizabeth [1

Hospital, Grande Prairie, Alberta, at the age of 55

He was born in Spirit River, moved to Grande
Prairie at the age of 11, and lived in the Glen Leslie
district since the early 1950°s Bennie was known
for his love and ability with amimals. His lifestyle
reflected his love of horses and nature.

He is survived by his special friend, Charlotte:
his mother, Mary Eg_hﬁ of Grande Prairie:

sister, Betty Wilburn of Edmonton; brothers:
Robert of Eaglesham, Howard (Melva) of

Redelff, Ed (Jean) of Grande Prairie, Leonard of
Elmworth, and Jim (Muriel) of Grande Prairie:
and numerous nieces, nephews and close special
friends.

He was predeceased by his father, George, in
1984

Funeral service for the late Bennie[Lightfool will
be held at the Oliver Funeral Chape!, Grande
Prairie, Alberta, on Thursday, May 1, 1986, at 11
a.m., with Pastor Vern Begalke officiating. Inter-
ment to take place at the Glen Leslie Cemetery

Funeral arrangements by Oliver Funeral Chapel
& Crematorium, Grande Prairie. Telephone
532-2029
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Ben Lightfoot: Legendary horseman

\mos g o v TN

Every summer Bennle Lightfool could be seen fearing around race fracks In his pony
chuckwagon outfit

o R

»

By RANDY POULIS
Herald-Tribune staff

Grande Prairie lost another |eat-sfts-higtory last
Sunday with the passing of Ih-nnl the age
of 55

Lightfool'8 abilities with horses are almost legen-
dary in the Peace region. He was born into an era
when harses were still the primary focal point of farm-
ing. His relationship with horses fulfilled a lifetime.

He proved as a jockey, Roman standing rider and
later a pony chuck and chariot racer that there was lit-
tle he couldn’t do with a horse.

Bennie was born into a family of five beothers and
one sister in Spirit River and moved to Grande Prairie
when he was 11-years-old

From his early years as a teen when he spent the
summer racing as a jockey for Ewart Ellis or the
winter when be worked the Bill Salmond farm (pre-
sent site of McDonald's), his knowledge and ability to
work with horses was his calling card

‘He was kind of a quiet Jad,”" remembers Marjorie
Ellis, “'but he sure loved the horses and liked to be
around them and riding."

Ewart Ellis owned a pair of thoroughbreds which he
raced during the summertime and Bennie, who could
never be described as big, was the perfect jockey, As
peed necessitated, he was also head groom, trainer,
veterinarian and even stable boy for the Ellis horses

But it was on the track where he really shone

"He was a pretty good little jockey.” expliins Nor-
man Hollingworth, who became one of [Lightfoot's
closest friends. “Ewart used to bring two lorses to
vach race and the free-for-all was always the big race.
Ewart would find someone else to race ene and Benmie
would race the other, but it didn't matter which one
Bennie rode, he would win the race

Hollingworth, who was also a jockey for his father
on the circuit, eventually outgrew his summestime job
and Bennie took over as the preferred jockey for bath
horse owners, The two would pot race again until the
popularity of Roman standing swept its way through
the Pes n the 19608, It was the Peace reghm’s own
version of “chicken’

Roman standing is relatively simple in design; take
two hoey trap their bridies together with a two-foot
leather strip, place a pad on each horse secured by o

steap around the girth, bold the reins in hand while
standling with a foot on the pad of each horse and
race

‘That was quite the thing at that time,"” explains
Jim, nine-years Bennie's elder. ““There wasn't many
fellows who did it. It was quite the thing to wateh,"

I don't know (why we did it),"” says Hollingworth
“For the thrill I guess. It wasn'l as hard as it looked
People in the crowd though would sure holler and get
excited."

There was nothing that involved a borse and racing
over a set distance which was difficult for Bennie. Not
even after losing all the fingers of his left hand follow-
ing a lumber saw accident when he was in his early
P

“It was amazing, you know, that he could do that,”
explains Hollingsworth. “It (missing fingers) didn’t
handicap him at all. He just went on and did
everything else that he had did before.”

‘Through the following years, Bennie clung to his
bachelorhood (he would never marry) and began far-
ming east of the city. He raised crops and bhorses in-
cluding a cherished old sorrel mare that rumor has it
he lassoed wild on the snow covered banks of the
Smoky River

His racing interests turned to chuckwagon and pony
chuckwagon racing and in 197 he started cross-
breeding quarterhorses and Shetland ponies for use in
pony chariot racing. Again he was to prove himself a
master of the track

““He had a knack with animals,” says Mike Lewis of
Dawson Creek. Lewis and Bennle became flery com-
petitors an the chariot track and friends off of it

“His horses really performed for him. He'd get the
most out of them. [ know, he beal me quite often
When you were racing him. you knew you were in for a
rice,

*‘He was a super person. [n all the time | raced Ben
nie (some 15 years), he was both a geod person on and
off the track. He was one of the best competitors to
ever hit the track.”

At various times a director of the Peace River Pony
Racing Association, Bennie seemed to have a secrel in
his life. At least many thought se because of his
abilities with horses as a rider and as 2 breeder. His
sucoess made him an impertant figure to racing
throughout the Peace Country

‘With his qualities and the horses’ qualities, it was

pretty tough o beat him," adds Lews

Funeral services for Hem Laghtinal will he hold
tomorrow In Grande Prairie’s Oliver Funeral Chapel
atilam
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