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Granco Real Estate Ltd, takes pleasure in introducing the| Fritsma |family recently of
Valleyview as purchasers of the Northwinds Motel, Bert'®ritsmdand his oldest son,
Gerald, will be managers with the rest of the family pitching in to give personal
attention to each guest,

?.ert Eritsma shaking hands and accepling the keys from Granco Real Estate salesman,
Norm Hudson, and thanking him for the help and advice in completing this transaction,

Norm, in turn, thanks them for choosing him as their agent in this large real estate
transaction,

we at Granco extend an invitation to our many business acquaintances and friends to call
in at the fully modern Northwinds when they need motel accommodation in Grande
Prairie, Every courtesy will be shown you by the new owners,

"Grande Prairie's G RAN co
Leading Realtors"
w0 avene MMIEBAL ESTATE LTD.
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\Vir. and Mrs. Gerald Fritsma |of Grande
Prairiec (nee: Elizabeth Ingelbert) —

Paquin photo
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Fritsma

White chrysanthemums decorated St.
Andrews Roman Catholic church in Ed-
monton when Eunice Clare Long, daughter
of Mr and Mrs Raymond Long of Castor,
Alta and John William (Wim) [Fritsmd,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lambert [Fritsmd of
Grande Prairie were united in marriage.

The double-ring ceremony officiated by
Father MaGee, took place Nov. 7. Veronica
Grienbel played the organ
. Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a peau de soie empire-waisted,
floor- length gown, with a train attached
from the waist. A small stand-up collar,
long puffed sleeves and a shoulder-length
vell matched the attire. She carried red
roses

Matron of honor Carol Tian of Edmonton
and bridesmaid Linda Schnieder of Bon
Accord wore adentical burgundy empire-
waisted, floor-length gowns, with small
stand-up collars, and white velvet bows in
their hair They carried pink carnations
and white lilies of the valley.
4EA $AEHMUWEAGAM A
DNJ YRS

- Long

Best man was Gerald Fritsma while
groomsman was Lambert [Fritsma, Jr.,
brothers of the groom. Usher was Walter
l.ong, brother of the bride.

For the occasion, Mrs. Long, ware a blue-
with-silver-trim dress matched with brown
accessories. She wore a pink carnation
corsage.

Mrs [Fritsmd, mother of the groom, wore
a gold-beige dress with brown accessories,
matched with a white rose corsage.

After the reception, held in the Club
Mocombo in St. Albert, the bride changed
to a red fortrel dress with black ac-
cessories.

Out of town guests included Mr. and Mrs.
John Englebert of Grande Prairie, Mr. and
Mrs. James Airth of DeBolt, Jack
Whiteman of Valleyview, and Mr. and Mrs.
John Bruins of St. Paul. Others were from
Veteran, Castor, Bon Accord, St. Alberta
and Wetaskiwan

The voung couple will make their first
home in Valleyview.
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T'ravel lottery winner

4EA $AEHWOEAAM A

Cornelia Frilsma pl! Grande Prairie was the winner of
the city Tions Outi's travel lottery with a trip for twe %o
Las Vegas. She is presented with the voucher by Lions
president Don Binns (left) and loMery chairman Jerry
Zuldwyk. Byt Mrs. Fritsma prefers the tulips of Holland
to the glamor of the Nevada city, and Took the prize in
money 10 be put toward a European holiday nex! year
The linal draw ~ for a trip for two to Hawaii — will be
made the final day of County Fair, Aug. 3
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Fritsma braved it all
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Stocks go down to the wire
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Al Oelke (centre) walked away with thi$ year’s stock car racing championship, accumulating 134 points during the season. Oelke drove a 1968
ivehtd. In second spot with 132 points was Ron Birch (left) who drove a 1968 Beaumont sponsored by

Dodge Coronet sponsored by Alken Autemse
Triline Autobody and Birch’sEsso. Ber right) took third with 120 points in a 1965 Ford Fairlane sponsored by City Discount Centre.
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Bert Fritsma has been working long hours on preparation of his autemebile

Speedway stocks open
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first meet of the Grande
Prairie Stock Car Club season
despite 74 kilometre winds and
lots of dust at Grande Prairie
Speedway vesterday

Only 12 of the 16 drivers ex
pected to enter came for the
showdown vesterdayv. Driver
Netl Thomson, number %, of
Clairmont, as well as Ron Bir
ch, Terry Rule and Chester

Burl Fritsma took the main event.

Fritsma wins stocks main

A full crowd attended the

Ster, numbers 37 1o 39 respec
tively from Beaverlodge, had
guts to battle with eight local
drivers

(M the seven races, Bert
Fritsma, number 73, took the
main event with Al Oelke (77
and Gordon Glenn (88) taking
second and third respectively
All were clocked at 21 4 secon
ds for the oval
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Barry Chorney representing
The Fairview Post won the
media race by beating Sig

' Reuter and Dean Kjemhus of

CFGP radio (second and
third and Stu Perrin,
photographer of the stock car
club fourth

Oelke (77) took the trophy
dash and the second fast heat
Glenn (88) claimed the first
fast heat, while Rule (38 took

t NI ANASBE 2VEO0ENBI Byl yikpRipt | 35

the first  slow  heat 1nd
Lawrence Fortier 41 held
the second slow heat

Sundav's races were Spot

sored by R & S Tune-1 pand 4
Seasons Tratler and Sales

The next meet June 10 will
feature the Powder Puff Race
with the race
being S & W Electric and Ker
Hughes Tt
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By SAM PAZZANO
of our staff

Bert and Mike
Sherbanek accelerated like a
pair of Boeing 747 jumbo jels
through competitors at the
Grande Prairie Speedway and
are now flying in third and
fourth place respectively. :

After a sluggish starl this
season, E‘ﬁ%ﬂ and Sher-
banek exploded for 20 and 21
points respectively and both
drivers lie within stiriking
distance  of leader Neil
Thomson (99 points) and two-

time champion Gord Glenn (%6
points),
and Sherbanck

jetted to first and second place
finishes in both fast heal
races, holds a slender
five-point lead over Sherbanek
whose season total is 79 points.
Sherbanek scored an im-
pressive victory in the main
event.

says first-place is
his goal but Thomson and
Glenn loom as formidable foes
todefeat.

“Thomson's a good driver
but he's been fortunate that
he's  never suffered any
mechanical troubles and right
now, the law of averages are

ridinE against  him,"” said

POOR AFTERNOON
_Thomson suffered an

unusually poor afternoon for

his otherwise superb season as

he only scored 14 points and a
third place finish in the main
event.

Glenn’s 18-point afterncon
catapults the former cham-
pion to within a point of
Thomson. Glenn captured the
trophy dash race,
second in the main event and
secured two thirds in the fast
heat races,

Third-place holder Al Oelke
was forced to withdraw from
racing early when his swift
stock car suffered cluteh plate
and frost-plug problems,
Oelke’'s crew performed
miraculous surgery on car
number 73 and Oelke returned
three laps after the start of the
main event.

Oelke's return, with the
main event already started,
sparked a loud round of ap-
plause from the 800 spectators
who watched Oelke finish a
respectable eighth in the 10-
lap race.

“Most drivers might have
given up, but Oelke displayed
& truly competilive spirit in
returning to finish the race,”
said stock car president
Fritsmd. ‘'You have lo admire
his courage and deter-
mination.™

Oelke salvaged seven points
in the disappointing afternoon,
but he fumbled into sixth-
place which is an un-
comfortable position for the
former champion and earlier
leader thisseason,
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placed

Terry Rule’s 15-point day
elevated him to 76 points,
three ahead of Oelke with 73
points.

COLLISION

Rule and Ron Birch collided
violently in an accident in the
main event which may end the
season for both drivers.

Both cars suffered frame,
hood, fender and radiator
damage, but both cars have
access 1o automobile-hody
shops.

“It's possible both cars will
relurn by next week,"” said
Frilsma of the damaged cars
which were unable to finish
the main event.

The remaining drivers after
Oclke in sixth place have slim
chances of catching the
leaders., Lorne Forlier, who
holds seventh place with 51
points, trails Thomson hy 48
points.

Reg Gendron steadily im-
proves and his 12-poinl af-
ternoon boosls him to 39 poinls
and eighth place.

NINTH PLACE

Ron Birch and rookie Fred
Trautmann, who challenges
the best drivers despite his
inexperience, share ninth
place with 38 points each.

Steve Baron, who has taken
over car 16 for Lhe first time,
has 28 poinls and tenth place.

Sandy Macdonald with 26

t NI ANKASE2VEOSNAI Mol yikbRkpt | IS

Fritsma, Sherbanek make move

points, Jerry Adams with 23
points. Chester Stirr with 13
points. Jim Pierce with seven
points and Fred Polachuk with
na points round oul the eircuit.

’ri said this Saturday
will be a special racing day at
the Grande Prairie Speedway
as both regular racers and the
Super Mods will enterfain
fans. 4

The Super Mods are super-
qualilied, miniature racing
cars which accelerate so
quickly a timing light can't
track them.

"“These racing cars are so
pewerful that they can race
with their left front wheel
never touching the ground,”
said Frilsmd of the mini-
speedears which reach speeds
of 140 mph.

The entries hail from Prince
George, William's Lake,
Calgary. Edmonton and
Yukon Territory. These
special -~ events, which will
become a regularly scheduled
event for the Super Mods
circuil is sponsored by Prairie
Mall - merchants, Alken
Automotive and City Disecount
Cenlre.

The regular stock carracing
will be sponsored by Larry's
Walerhauling service and the
feature race, mechanics
event, is being sponsored by
Pizza Haven in Fairview,

Recing begins al 2 p.m.

Salurday at the Grande
Prairie Speedway
M
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Thomson leadfoot pressures Glenn

By JERRY SKOWRONSKI
of our staff

It was a battle between a
veteran and a rookie during
the main event race at the
Grande Prairie Raceway
vesterday as Neil Thomson
gathered a maximum 23
points for the day

Veteran Thomson drove his
smooth running car to victory
in the two fast heats and the
main event to pull into second

place behind circuit leader
Gord Glenn
It was first-yvear driver

Jerry Adams in car 98 who
pushed Thomson to the limit in
the main event. Adams
dogged Thomson throughout
the 20 laps only to have him
literally slip away to victory

With two laps remaining
Thomson saw a small opening
between two slower cars
Without hesitation Thomson
drove car 99 through the tiny
slot  of daylight, leaving
Adams to battle with the rest
of the pack

Adams, who has continually
improved each time out,
showed that he is a driver to
contend with as he hung onto
third with Glenn grabbing
second place on the last lap

“I'm very happy. It's what
I've been trying to do all
vear,” said Thomson ol his
three wins and 23 points. 1
had to work for it Jerry
Adams was breathing down
my neck the whole time .’

Mike Sherbanuk started the
afternoon oft with a victory in
the trophy dash. Sherbanuk
drove car 42 immediately to
the lead in the dash and never
relinquished it as 400 die-hard
fans cheered him on

Bert Fritsma posted an
impressive come-from-behind

victory in the first slow heat
Fritsma started near the back
of the field and gradually
passed each car until daylight
was the only thing in front of
his car

It was in this event that
Fritsma's car started giving
him an afternoon of trouble

SICK ENGINE

“I finished that heat on six
cylinders. Then in the 'main
event I finished the race with
only four of eight cylinders
working,"* said Fritsma

Fritsma and his crew tore
the engine apart last night
after the races to find out what
exactly was causing the
problems

“We took down the whole
engine starting at 6:30 p.m
and by 10 p.m. we had 1t
together and running again,”
Fritsma said

Fritsma, who now holds
third spot with 115 points,
wasn't the only driver plagued
by gremlins in the engine or
by bad luck. Ron Birch, one of
the harder running drivers on
the circuit, was involved in a
crash with another driver in
the main event

Birch's car had to be towed
from the track with con
siderable damage to the body
and frame

THREE FLIPS

While this mishap occurred,
Chester Stirr, who had slipped
past the accident as it hap
pened, lost control on the first
curve {lipping his automobile
three times before coming to a
stop right side up

Stirr completed the main
event and then was laken to
the hospital in an ambulance
with undetermined injuries
Grande Prairie Stock Car
Club  president  Fritsma
suggested that Stirr migh!

have whiplash or a back n
Jury

Thomson with the main eventaward.

1 Olsenberg (left), was the attractive trophy girl who presented Neil

Circuit leader Glenn was not
happy with his performance
vesterday as his car picked up
some dirt in the carburetor to
slow him down

“The car 1s capable of doing
better. We had some dirt in the
carburetor. It seemed near
the end that the car ran pretty
good,” said Glenn

“1 figured Neil (Thomson)
would race that well. He
knows where he's at. He stays
i his groove," Glenn said of
his nearest competitor

FIVE HEADS BETTER

Thomson credited his crew
with keeping his car in top
form pointing out that “‘five
heads are better than one
when it comes to fixing a car”’

Al Oelke, fourth place in the
standings, had problems and
was not  pleased with his
performance. Oelke had said
before the race that he was
aiming to finish the last three
race dates with some hard
driving in hopes of moving up
in the standings

The best Oelke could do was
a first in the second slow heat
He had started in the pole
position and did not relinquish
the lead from start to finish
Alas, he finished seventh in
the main event, not enough to
put a smile on his face

Flagman Ivan Neilson was
in complete control of the
drivers at all times Neilson
wasted no time in getting the
black flag out to signal a stop
to the main event when the
Birch accident occurred

Placings in the events run
yesterday are as follows

First  fast  heat 1
Thomson, 2) Sherbanuk, 3)
Lorne Fortier, 4) Ron Birch,

Second  fast  heat 1)
Thomson, 2) Birch, 3) Glenn,
4) Fortier.

First slow heat 1) Frit-
sma, 2) Jim Pierce, 3) Stirr, 4)
Oelke, 5) Reg Gendron

Second  slow  heat 1)
Oelke, 2) Pierce, 3) Fritsma,
4) Gendron, 5) Stirr

Trophy dash 1) Sher
banuk, 2) Adams, 1) Fortier,
4 Glenn

Main event
2) Glenn, 3 Adams, 4
Sherbanuk, 5 Fortier. 6)
Fritsma, 7) Oelke, 8) Stirr, 9
Gendron

Point  standings are as
follows: 10 Glenn, 133, 2)
Thomson, 122, 3) Fritsma, 115,
4) Oelke, 105, 5 Sherbanuk
98, 6 Terry Rule, 91, 7)
Fortier, 78, 8) Fred Traut
mann, 47, 9 Birch, Gendron,
Adams, all three tied with 46,
100 Steve Barons, 28, 11)
Sandy  MacDonald, 26, 12)
Stirr, 23, 13) Pierce, 9

Next  racing action s
scheduled for Sunday
beginning at 2 pm. Drivers
are  mounting their  final
assault on the leaders as only
two race dates remain before
the season draws toa close

1) Thomson,
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Stocks title down to wire

By JERRY SKOWRONSKI
of our staff

It shapes up as the hottest race date
of the season and fittingly it occurs on
the last session with one point
separating first and second positions.

Neil Thomson has 143 poig d
Glenn 142 points with Ber} Fritsma jn
third with 133. These threé s are

the only ones with a chance for the
Grande Prairie Stock Car Club
championship this season.

It will be decided Sunday at 2 p.m. at
the Grande Prairie Speedway when
Thomson, Glenn and Frilsma battle it
out for stock car supremacy. Along
with them will be the rest of the pack
challenging for improved end-of-season
placings.

Thomson, who held the lead most of
the season, lost it for a couple of weeks
to Glenn, who is making his comeback
after retiring for a year. The quiet, yet
popular Thomson regained the slim
lead two weeks ago, picking up 19 of a
possible 23 points.

Glenn blew his engine on the 17th lap

of the 20-lap main event. Rather than
drive his car off the track, Glenn
coasted around the oval to gain
valuable points. Had he not done so,
Glenn would be in third spot rather than
in second.

THOMSON SHARP

Thomson won the main event,
something he has made a habit of over
the season. He also won the [irst fast
heat, placed second in the trophy dash
and took third in the second fast heat.

Fritsmad had predicted that Glenn
could not run a whole season without
mechanical failure and as the last races
came down the odds were in [Frilsma’s
favor. Glenn had already picked up
points by winning the trophy dash.

Al Oelke, last year's champion, will
have to fight off Terry Rule, who like
Oelke has 118 points and Mike Sher-
banuk with 104, as the three drivers are
driving for third place at best.

Ron Birch could be the hard luck
story of the year as he has been in-
volved in a few mishaps. Two weeks
ago Birch hit a tire and became air-
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borne in front of the grandstand. A
week before that he tore his fender off
and could not finish the race.

BIRCH RETURNS

Never-say-die is what Birch goes by
as he has once again put his car back
together and will be in the thick of
things cone Sunday,

expects the racing to be wild
and fast as many of the driver's pit
crews have made last-minute ad-
Justments to carburetors and valves in
their last-ditch effort for points.

“It should be a real killer out there
Sunday," [Frilsmd said.

Standings going into the last race
date: Thomson - 143, Glenn - 142,
- 133, Oelke - 118, Rule - 118,
Sherbanuk - 104, Lorne Fortier - 89,
Birch - 66, Reg Gendron - 56, Fred
Trautmann - 47, Jerry Adams - 46,
Steve Baron - 28, Sandy McDonald - 26,
Chester Stirr - 22 and Jim Pierce - nine.

The novelty race Sunday will be a
demolition derby and Eritsma says
many entries have already been con-
firmed.
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