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Granco Real Estate Ltd, takes pleasure in introducing the| Fritsma |family recently of
Valleyview as purchasers of the Northwinds Motel, Bert'®ritsmdand his oldest son,
Gerald, will be managers with the rest of the family pitching in to give personal
attention to each guest,

?.ert Eritsma shaking hands and accepling the keys from Granco Real Estate salesman,
Norm Hudson, and thanking him for the help and advice in completing this transaction,

Norm, in turn, thanks them for choosing him as their agent in this large real estate
transaction,

we at Granco extend an invitation to our many business acquaintances and friends to call
in at the fully modern Northwinds when they need motel accommodation in Grande
Prairie, Every courtesy will be shown you by the new owners,

" iria!
Grande Prairie's

Leading Realtors" GRANCO
w10 avenee MEBAL ESTATE LTD.
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\Vir. and Mrs. Gerald Fritsma |of Grande
Prairiec (nee: Elizabeth Ingelbert) —

Paquin photo
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Fritsma

White chrysanthemums decorated St
Andrews Roman Catholic church in Ed-
monton when Eunice Clare Long, daughter
of Mr and Mrs Raymond Long of Castor,
Alta and John William (Wim) [Fritsmd,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lambert [Fritsmd of
Grande Prairie were united in marriage.

The double-ring ceremony officiated by
Father MaGee, took place Nov. 7. Veronica
Grienbel played the organ
. Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a peau de soie empire-waisted,
floor- length gown. with a train attached
from the waist. A small stand-up collar,
long puffed sleeves and a shoulder-length
vell matched the attire. She carried red
roses

Matron of honor Carol Tian of Edmonton
and bridesmaid Linda Schnieder of Bon
Accord wore adentical burgundy empire-
waisted, floor-length gowns, with small
stand-up collars, and white velvet bows in
their hair They carried pink carnations
and white lilies of the valley.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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- Long

Best man was Gerald Fritsma while
groomsman was Lambert [Fritsma, Jr.,
brothers of the groom. Usher was Walter
l.ong, brother of the bride.

For the occasion, Mrs. Long, ware a blue-
with-silver-trim dress matched with brown
accessories. She wore a pink carnation
corsage.

Mrs [Fritsmd, mother of the groom, wore
a gold-beige dress with brown accessories,
matched with a white rose corsage.

After the reception, held in the Club
Mocombo in St. Albert, the bride changed
to a red fortrel dress with black ac-
cessories.

Out of town guests included Mr. and Mrs.
John Englebert of Grande Prairie, Mr. and
Mrs. James Airth of DeBolt, Jack
Whiteman of Valleyview, and Mr. and Mrs.
John Bruins of St. Paul. Others were from
Veteran, Castor, Bon Accord, St. Alberta
and Wetaskiwan

The voung couple will make their first
home in Valleyview.
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T'ravel lottery winner
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Cornelia Frilsma pl! Grande Prairie was the winner of
the city Tions Outi's travel lottery with a trip for twe %o
Las Vegas. She is presented with the voucher by Lions
president Don Binns (left) and loMery chairman Jerry
Zuldwyk. Byt Mrs. Fritsma prefers the tulips of Holland
to the glamor of the Nevada city, and Took the prize in
money 10 be put toward a European holiday nex! year
The linal draw ~ for a trip for two to Hawaii — will be
made the final day of County Fair, Aug. 3
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Stocks go down to the wire
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Al Oelke (centre) walked away with thi$ year’s stock car racing championship, accumulating 134 points during the season. Oelke drove a 1968
ivehtd. In second spot with 132 points was Ron Birch (left) who drove a 1968 Beaumont sponsored by

Dodge Coronet sponsored by Alken Autemse
Triline Autobody and Birch’sEsso. Ber right) took third with 120 points in a 1965 Ford Fairlane sponsored by City Discount Centre.
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A full crowd attended the
first meet of the Grande
Prairie Stock Car Club season
despite 74 kilometre winds and
lots of dust at Grande Prairie
Speedway vesterday

Only 12 of the 16 drivers ex
pected to enter came for the
showdown vesterdayv. Driver
Netl Thomson, number %, of
Clairmont, as well as Ron Bir
ch, Terry Rule and Chester

Burl Fritsma took the main event.

Fritsma wins stocks main

Ster, numbers 37 1o 39 respec
tively from Beaverlodge, had
guts to battle with eight local
drivers

(M the seven races, Bert
Fritsma, number 73, took the
main event with Al Oelke (77
and Gordon Glenn (88) taking
second and third respectively
All were clocked at 21 4 secon
ds for the oval
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Barry Chorney representing
The Fairview Post won the
media race by beating Sig

' Reuter and Dean Kjemhus of

CFGP radio (second and
third and Stu Perrin,
photographer of the stock car
club fourth

Oelke (77) took the trophy
dash and the second fast heat
Glenn (88) claimed the first
fast heat, while Rule (38 took

the first  slow  heat 1nd
Lawrence Fortier 41 held
the second slow heat

Sundav's races were Spot

sored by R & S Tune-1 pand 4
Seasons Tratler and Sales

The next meet June 10 will
feature the Powder Puff Race
with sponsors of the race
being S & W Electrie and Ker
Hughes Tt

IWKINE
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Fritsma, Sherbanek make move

By SAM PAZZANO
of our staff

Bert and Mike
Sherbanek accelerated like a
pair of Boeing 747 jumbo jels
through competitors at the
Grande Prairie Speedway and
are now flying in third and
fourth place respectively.

After a sluggish starl this
season, E‘ﬁ%ﬂ and Sher-
banek exploded for 20 and 21
points respectively and both
drivers lie within stiriking
distance  of leader Neil
Thomson (99 points) and two-

time champion Gord Glenn (%6
points),
and Sherbanck

jetted to first and second place
finishes in both fast heal
races, holds a slender
five-point lead over Sherbanek
whose season total is 79 points.
Sherbanek scored an im-
pressive victory in the main
event.

says first-place is
his goal but Thomson and
Glenn loom as formidable foes
todefeat.

“Thomson's a good driver
but he's been fortunate that
he's  never suffered any
mechanical troubles and right
now, the law of averages are

ridinE against  him,"” said

POOR AFTERNOON
_Thomson suffered an

unusually poor afternoon for

his otherwise superb season as

he only scored 14 points and a
third place finish in the main
event.

Glenn’s 18-point afterncon
catapults the former cham-
pion to within a point of
Thomson. Glenn captured the
trophy dash race,
second in the main event and
secured two thirds in the fast
heat races,

Third-place holder Al Oelke
was forced to withdraw from
racing early when his swift
stock car suffered cluteh plate
and frost-plug problems,
Oelke’'s crew performed
miraculous surgery on car
number 73 and Oelke returned
three laps after the start of the
main event.

Oelke's return, with the
main event already started,
sparked a loud round of ap-
plause from the 800 spectators
who watched Oelke finish a
respectable eighth in the 10-
lap race.

“Most drivers might have
given up, but Oelke displayed
& truly competilive spirit in
returning to finish the race,”
said stock car president
Fritsmd. ‘'You have lo admire
his courage and deter-
mination.™

Oelke salvaged seven points
in the disappointing afternoon,
but he fumbled into sixth-
place which is an un-
comfortable position for the
former champion and earlier
leader thisseason,
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placed

Terry Rule’s 15-point day
elevated him to 76 points,
three ahead of Oelke with 73
points.

COLLISION

Rule and Ron Birch collided
violently in an accident in the
main event which may end the
season for both drivers.

Both cars suffered frame,
hood, fender and radiator
damage, but both cars have
access 1o automobile-hody
shops.

“It's possible both cars will
relurn by next week,"” said
Frilsma of the damaged cars
which were unable to finish
the main event.

The remaining drivers after
Oclke in sixth place have slim
chances of catching the
leaders., Lorne Forlier, who
holds seventh place with 51
points, trails Thomson hy 48
points.

Reg Gendron steadily im-
proves and his 12-poinl af-
ternoon boosls him to 39 poinls
and eighth place.

NINTH PLACE

Ron Birch and rookie Fred
Trautmann, who challenges
the best drivers despite his
inexperience, share ninth
place with 38 points each.

Steve Baron, who has taken
over car 16 for Lhe first time,
has 28 poinls and tenth place.

Sandy Macdonald with 26

points, Jerry Adams with 23
points. Chester Stirr with 13
points. Jim Pierce with seven
points and Fred Polachuk with
na points round oul the eircuit.

’ri said this Saturday
will be a special racing day at
the Grande Prairie Speedway
as both regular racers and the
Super Mods will enterfain
fans. 4

The Super Mods are super-
qualilied, miniature racing
cars which accelerate so
quickly a timing light can't
track them.

"“These racing cars are so
pewerful that they can race
with their left front wheel
never touching the ground,”
said Frilsmd of the mini-
speedears which reach speeds
of 140 mph.

The entries hail from Prince
George, William's Lake,
Calgary. Edmonton and
Yukon Territory. These
special -~ events, which will
become a regularly scheduled
event for the Super Mods
circuil is sponsored by Prairie
Mall - merchants, Alken
Automotive and City Disecount
Centre,

The regular stock carracing
will be sponsored by Larry's
Walerhauling service and the
feature race, mechanics
event, is being sponsored by
Pizza Haven in Fairview,

Recing begins al 2 p.m.
Salurday at the Grande
Prairie Speedway
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Thomson leadfoot pressures Glenn

By JERRY SKOWRONSKI
of our staff

It was a battle between a
veteran and a rookie during
the main event race at the
Grande Prairie Raceway
vesterday as Neil Thomson
gathered a maximum 23
points for the day

Veteran Thomson drove his
smooth running car to victory
in the two fast heats and the
main event to pull into second

place behind circuit leader
Gord Glenn
It was first-yvear driver

Jerry Adams in car 98 who
pushed Thomson to the limit in
the main event. Adams
dogged Thomson throughout
the 20 laps only to have him
literally slip away to victory

With two laps remaining
Thomson saw a small opening
between two slower cars
Without hesitation Thomson
drove car 99 through the tiny
slot  of daylight, leaving
Adams to battle with the rest
of the pack

Adams, who has continually
improved each time out,
showed that he is a driver to
contend with as he hung onto
third with Glenn grabbing
second place on the last lap

“I'm very happy. It's what
I've been trying to do all
vear,” said Thomson ol his
three wins and 23 points. 1
had to work for it Jerry
Adams was breathing down
my neck the whole time .’

Mike Sherbanuk started the
afternoon oft with a victory in
the trophy dash. Sherbanuk
drove car 42 immediately to
the lead in the dash and never
relinquished it as 400 die-hard
fans cheered him on

Bert Fritsma posted an
impressive come-from-behind

victory in the first slow heat
Fritsma started near the back
of the field and gradually
passed each car until daylight
was the only thing in front of
his car

It was in this event that
Fritsma's car started giving
him an afternoon of trouble

SICK ENGINE

“I finished that heat on six
cylinders. Then in the 'main
event I finished the race with
only four of eight cylinders
working,"* said Fritsma

Fritsma and his crew tore
the engine apart last night
after the races to find out what
exactly was causing the
problems

“We took down the whole
engine starting at 6:30 p.m
and by 10 p.m. we had 1t
together and running again,”
Fritsma said

Fritsma, who now holds
third spot with 115 points,
wasn't the only driver plagued
by gremlins in the engine or
by bad luck. Ron Birch, one of
the harder running drivers on
the circuit, was involved in a
crash with another driver in
the main event

Birch's car had to be towed
from the track with con
siderable damage to the body
and frame

THREE FLIPS

While this mishap occurred,
Chester Stirr, who had slipped
past the accident as it hap
pened, lost control on the first
curve {lipping his automobile
three times before coming to a
stop right side up

Stirr completed the main
event and then was laken to
the hospital in an ambulance
with undetermined injuries
Grande Prairie Stock Car
Club  president  Fritsma

suggested that Stirr migh!
have whiplash or a back n
Jury

Thomson with the main eventaward.

1 Olsenberg (left), was the attractive trophy girl who presented Neil

Circuit leader Glenn was not
happy with his performance
vesterday as his car picked up
some dirt in the carburetor to
slow him down

“The car 1s capable of doing
better. We had some dirt in the
carburetor. It seemed near
the end that the car ran pretty
good,” said Glenn

“1 figured Neil (Thomson)
would race that well. He
knows where he's at. He stays
i his groove," Glenn said of
his nearest competitor

FIVE HEADS BETTER

Thomson credited his crew
with keeping his car in top
form pointing out that “‘five
heads are better than one
when it comes to fixing a car”’

Al Oelke, fourth place in the
standings, had problems and
was not  pleased with his
performance. Oelke had said
before the race that he was
aiming to finish the last three
race dates with some hard
driving in hopes of moving up
in the standings

The best Oelke could do was
a first in the second slow heat
He had started in the pole
position and did not relinquish
the lead from start to finish
Alas, he finished seventh in
the main event, not enough to
put a smile on his face

Flagman Ivan Neilson was
in complete control of the
drivers at all times Neilson
wasted no time in getting the
black flag out to signal a stop
to the main event when the
Birch accident occurred

Placings in the events run
yesterday are as follows

First  fast  heat 1
Thomson, 2) Sherbanuk, 3)
Lorne Fortier, 4) Ron Birch,

Second  fast  heat 1)
Thomson, 2) Birch, 3) Glenn,
4) Fortier.

First slow heat 1) Frit-
sma, 2) Jim Pierce, 3) Stirr, 4)
Oelke, 5) Reg Gendron

Second  slow  heat 1)
Oelke, 2) Pierce, 3) Fritsma,
4) Gendron, 5) Stirr

Trophy dash 1) Sher
banuk, 2) Adams, 1) Fortier,
4 Glenn

Main event
2) Glenn, 3 Adams, 4
Sherbanuk, 5 Fortier. 6)
Fritsma, 7) Oelke, 8) Stirr, 9
Gendron

Point  standings are as
follows: 10 Glenn, 133, 2)
Thomson, 122, 3) Fritsma, 115,
4) Oelke, 105, 5 Sherbanuk
98, 6 Terry Rule, 91, 7)
Fortier, 78, 8) Fred Traut
mann, 47, 9 Birch, Gendron,
Adams, all three tied with 46,
100 Steve Barons, 28, 11)
Sandy  MacDonald, 26, 12)
Stirr, 23, 13) Pierce, 9

Next  racing action s
scheduled for Sunday
beginning at 2 pm. Drivers
are  mounting their  final
assault on the leaders as only
two race dates remain before
the season draws toa close

1) Thomson,
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Stocks title down to wire

By JERRY SKOWRONSKI
of our staff

It shapes up as the hottest race date
of the season and fittingly it occurs on
the last session with one point
separating first and second positions.

Neil Thomson has 143 poig d
Glenn 142 points with Ber} Fritsma jn
third with 133. These threé s are

the only ones with a chance for the
Grande Prairie Stock Car Club
championship this season.

It will be decided Sunday at 2 p.m. at
the Grande Prairie Speedway when
Thomson, Glenn and Frilsma battle it
out for stock car supremacy. Along
with them will be the rest of the pack
challenging for improved end-of-season
placings.

Thomson, who held the lead most of
the season, lost it for a couple of weeks
to Glenn, who is making his comeback
after retiring for a year. The quiet, yet
popular Thomson regained the slim
lead two weeks ago, picking up 19 of a
possible 23 points.

Glenn blew his engine on the 17th lap

The Daily Herald-Tribune

of the 20-lap main event. Rather than
drive his car off the track, Glenn
coasted around the oval to gain
valuable points. Had he not done so,
Glenn would be in third spot rather than
in second.

THOMSON SHARP

Thomson won the main event,
something he has made a habit of over
the season. He also won the [irst fast
heat, placed second in the trophy dash
and took third in the second fast heat.

Fritsmad had predicted that Glenn
could not run a whole season without
mechanical failure and as the last races
came down the odds were in [Frilsma’s
favor. Glenn had already picked up
points by winning the trophy dash.

Al Oelke, last year's champion, will
have to fight off Terry Rule, who like
Oelke has 118 points and Mike Sher-
banuk with 104, as the three drivers are
driving for third place at best.

Ron Birch could be the hard luck
story of the year as he has been in-
volved in a few mishaps. Two weeks
ago Birch hit a tire and became air-

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Sep 28, 1979Page 13

borne in front of the grandstand. A
week before that he tore his fender off
and could not finish the race.

BIRCH RETURNS

Never-say-die is what Birch goes by
as he has once again put his car back
together and will be in the thick of
things cone Sunday,

expects the racing to be wild
and fast as many of the driver's pit
crews have made last-minute ad-
Justments to carburetors and valves in
their last-ditch effort for points.

“It should be a real killer out there
Sunday," [Frilsmd said.

Standings going into the last race
date: Thomson - 143, Glenn - 142,
- 133, Oelke - 118, Rule - 118,
Sherbanuk - 104, Lorne Fortier - 89,
Birch - 66, Reg Gendron - 56, Fred
Trautmann - 47, Jerry Adams - 46,
Steve Baron - 28, Sandy McDonald - 26,
Chester Stirr - 22 and Jim Pierce - nine.

The novelty race Sunday will be a
demolition derby and Eritsma says
many entries have already been con-
firmed.
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Gunslinger Gordie Glenn is a
wanted man at GP Speedway

By JERRY SKOWRONSKI
of our staff

Gordie Glenn is like an old-time gunslinger and everyone is
out to prove they are faster than he is.

Glenn burned up the track June 1 at the Grande Prairie
Speedway earning 21 of a possible 23 points and winning the
main event handily.

The 1979 Grande Prairie Stock Car Club champion will once
again be challenged tonight at tMe speedway when all the
pretenders to the throne don their helmets and get behind the
wheels of their respective machines.

Racing begins at 7:30 p.m. with 14 cars definitely slated to
race and a possibility of 17 making their prescence felt.

“It gives everybody something to race for because Gordie has
a 20-point spread,” club president Bert Fritsma said of Glenn's
lead. **He's the top gun and everybody wants to get him."'

AENNENGWVILL HALT ;
Fritsma baid that Glenn's driving will continue to be in top
form, but predicted his winning will come to a halt... sometime.,

“He's a damn good driver, but something will happen.
Something will break or he'll wear black (take a black flag for a
rule violation)," [Fritsmd said of Glenn. **He's the number one
man to beat out there,

“He's the big, bad, ugly guy all in one. Youcan't take anything
away from him, he's one tough competitor to beat."

Fri encountered a few problems during the first races
and has since fixed his automobile. He changed the motor
mount, fan, transmission mount and clutch assembly
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The third place finisher last year expects to improve on his
poor performance at the initial races

FIVE PLAGUED

Five drivers were plagued with wheel problems because of the
track being extremely rough. [Fritsmd expects this to be im
proved.

“It depends on the track conditions (whether there are wheel
problems). Some bonzos were up there ripping the track apart
with their cars before we raced and this caused the wheel
problems."

Black flags played an important role in the first races and
Fritsma said this will cause the drivers to be somewhat more
cautious.

“Everybody will be pretty much on edge. I think everybody

" will mind their p's and g's. I think you'll see a lot faster racing

We're going to have some real cannon ball drivers out there ™

BANG'EM TIME

The novelty race tonight is the Powder Puff where the ladies
get a chance to show the men just how it is done

“It will be a crash and bang 'em time,"" [Frifsma said of the
female drivers.

The race is sponsored by Hair Today, while the regular races
are sponsored by A E. LePage Melton.

There were over 1,000 fans out for the first races and krilsma
expects another enthusiastic crowd for these events

Admission to the races is $3 for adults, $1 for persons 14 years
old and under and children five years old and under are ad
mitted [ree.
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A black day

By JERRY SKOWHONSKI
of our staff

No single driver dominated the Grande Prairie Stock Car Club
races last night, but after the roar of the engines had died down
Gordie Glenn was still leading the pack.

Glenn now has 40 points after two race dates. His nearest
competitors are Larry Jersen and Lorne Fortier, both with 28
points,

Glenn accumulated 18 points ratherly quietly. while many
other drivers wrestled with black flags, bumps and mechanical
breakdowns.

Al Oelke started the evening off on the right foot, winning the
trophy dash in front of over 500 fans at the Grande Prairie
Speedway.

at Speedway

IRONING OUT BUGS
"It was handling well in the trophy dash,” Uelke said. I don’t
think we'll be plagued with problems all year. It's a new car and

we'Ted sefne bugs oul.”
Bent Fritsma l:'uﬂ black flagged in the trophy dash. It was nol
to be thetasttime for him.

Fritsmd was given the directive to park his car during the
second fast heat and he was not pleased with the decision.

“I'm miserable,” [Frilsmad said. ""As far as I'm concerned |
did not deserveit.”

The first slow heat was won by John Ramberg who dueled
with Neil Thompson from start to finish holding on to win.

Thompson placed second and Mike Hoffman crossed the finish
line in third spot,

Sandy MacDonald took a solid lead in the first fast heat which

It was after this that Oelke met up with gremlins that caused the other drivers could not narrow allowing car No.11 to take the
him to remain in the pits during the main event. The oil pump checkered [lag.

shaft broke on his engine :

FORTIER-RAMBERG BATTLE

The second slow heal was another battle between two cars,
Lorne Fortier in car 34 and Ramberg in car 43 tore up the track
in this heat

Fortier held a <him lead, but Ramberg remained on his tail
until the last two laps when Fortier put the pedal to the metal
and blew away his competition.

Ramberg took second and Thompson in car 94 finished in third
position,

ONLY THREE FINISH

Glenn captured the heat with only three of the starting six cars
completing the race.

Fred Trautmann finshed in second place and Glenn Unger
took third

Ron Birch donned a helmet and stepped in for Unger during
the main event and came from the middle of the pack early and
raced away from everyone,

Birch drove his own car last year, but will be Unger's spare
driver this season

“That's the answer; I just stand on her,” Birch said as to how

The second fasl heal was marred with two red flags when e felt about winning the main event

Adams was bumped twice and wenl into spinouts. Adams

eventually took his car off the track.

picked up his black flag in this event, bul did not
agree with flagman Ivan Nilsson's decision. His argument was
all to no avail.

NOCOMMENT PLEASE

Some drivers would not comment about the resignation, but
others had differing opinions %

“It was done in o gentlemanly (ashion,” Fritsmd said “He
feels someone else can do a better job than he can and I'm in
clined to believe him. That's nothing against Ivan  Nilsson "'

Frilsma had cooled down later in the evening and was not as
blunt about the resignation.

“It was good flagging 1 think,”" Unger said. ~*A few calls the
flagman can’l see and it's his judgement ’

There will be a meeling Monday nigh! to discuss the actions of
the drivers and the resignation of Nilsson

Points standings are as follow: Glenn with 40 points, Jensen
and Fortier with 28 each, Ramberg with 27, Hoffman and Unger
with 23 apsece, Thompson with lll.&m with 16, Adams with
1. Trauwtmann with 10, Spindodf with five. MacDonald and Mills
with four each and Oelke with three.

The Powder Puff event for the ladies was won by Linda
Horpeland driving Glenn s car

Glenn added some levily after a rough evening of racing
sayin, “Chevies are best, that's whereit's at.”’

The Daily Herald-Tribune

*“I think they'll (pit crew) put me out to pasture now that he
(Birch) won,"” Unger said .
Glenn, who leads the points race, said the track was too

slippery and that drivers had to drive their cars with more
caution

“The track condition was too slippery: you can't drive where
vou want," Glenn said. **With a track like this you have to drive
with a little more care. 1 knew I wouldn’t win the main; the
track was too slippery.”

Thompson, who finished second overall last year, placed
second in the main event. Glenn took third followed by Fritsma,
Jensen, Adams, Hoffman. Ramberg, Wally Mills. Trautmann,
Fortier and Gary Spindofl

Flagman Nilsson resigned last night after just two race diles
because the dnvers have been complaining about the black
flags be has thrown in their direction for infractions he has

called
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Glenn Unger gelts trophy from Debbee Golden
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Speedway has a new look

Things just won't seem the
same around the Grande
Prairie speedway this year

When the Grande Prairie
stock car club begins its
fourth season Sunday afler-
nood (5 pom. b only five cars
from last vear will be in the
estimated field of 20

It may alsobe the last race
for two-time  defending
champion Gordy Glenn, who
fiopes o sell his popular ciar
No, B and retire this season,

“I end up working away
from town quite a bit," says
Glenn, who edged Al Oplke
for the over-all points title on
the final day of the season
last year. “'1 wanl to spend
more time at home with my
familv this vear

“T alse wouldn't be able to

put a complete effort into it
and that wouldn'l be {air to
My Crew or my sponsor.”

Glenn's relirement means
Oelke, in his 71 Dodge Dart
i Mo, 771, who won the cham-
piomship in 1978 and came on
strong in the second hall lasl
year Lo challenge Glenn, will
be the man Lo heal,

HAD PROBLEMS

(kelke ran into problems
breaking in his new car al
e start  last  year  bul
domimatod fowr of the las)
[ive paces 1o elose within one
poinl of s long-lime rival
Both drivers gl the black
flag in the main event on the
final racing day and Glenn
ralalned his (itle

Club  president  Bert
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Glenn will

Frilsma | BV
ey be missed, “'He

was a good image (o have
around and a helluva asset ta
the club, ™ he said

YAl dOelker will be hard 1o
beal considering the way he
pul things all together lasl
year.

This yvear Oelke 15 confi-
denl he can gel off to & quick
start. 1 had a new car lasl
vear and we didn't have all
the bugs out &1 first,'" he
sgicd. "My car’s running well
right now and [ don't intend
to change anything. You
have Lo fo with what works.™

Delke says MWeil Thomp:
son, alwayvs a threat Lo win,
his a new car this yvear and
should be tough to beat when
he gels the bugs worked out,

BEET READY

[Eriismd, who suffered the
frustrations of breaking in a
new car all fasl vear, savs
his var 15 running perfecly
this vear and he'll be ready
o challenge the [eaders

The anly ather driver back
o lissd swar bs Laroe Fur
DT, sl s

Thera'll e w L ol s

e vy A
b o 1 e haven 1 ey en s
i lrock bofore. 1| shmld L
{one

Tl il

_:|'|-' 4] % '.:lu' o Catings .l:'

care ol e

W'l e -Il IR 54

s Wil i IR SRR P e

warl to be in the middle of
ihe pack,

“Thal would be suicidal as
hell. 11 should be  in-
leresling.™

Gl TEST

Frilama =avs the rookie-
laden race will be a good test
for the veterans, who'll have
to prove they can drive
through trouble spots.

Flagman Ed Turgeon, alse
making his debut Sunday,
will be [egs lenient with the
experienced  drivers, save
[Frifsma:.

“1t's hard {o predict how
fast the new guys progress, '’
hi savs. Il depends on the
var, Most of them will be
relving on friends (1o help
sel up their cars)

“There's alwavs lols of
help  available.  All the
drivers are willing io help.”™

He savs there should be
aboul 12 local cars and
anywhere from 1 1o 20 from
the Dawson Creck  elub,
which will enter three races
this vear. The local cluty will
=0 fravel to Dawsen Creck
IREEe | ires
PIT STOPS — Time (rials
egin a1 4-30 pom. The first
novelly race of the year 1s a
media evend. Miss Grande
Praire, Resalie Wald will be
participating in  the
e manes
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aevf_mlau-s the checkered flag.
Lesser-llghts start to shine
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Must keep nose clean

By DONMOON
ol our stalfl

Glon Unger and Gordy Glenn, co
drivers of car No. 88, can make it official
this weekend,

All whoever pilots the car at Grande
Praivie Speedway on Sunday has to do to
chimeh the 1981 city stock car driving
championship is keep his nose elean

All car No. 88 needs to mathematically
wrap up the title before the final race of
the season in two weeks, 15 1o come up
with & mere four points out of Sunday’s
achon,

Heading into Sunday’s racing (2 p.m.),
the Unger-Glenn duo has 148 points after
eight of 10 race dates have been com-
pleted

Thewr nearest rival s No. 99, Neil
Thomson, whao 1s 20 points back with 138
The most points any one driver can make
at one race 1s 23 so it doesn’t take an ex-
pert to caleulate that Unger and Glenn
pretty well have itin the bag

And while most of the drivers wouldn't
want to wish any bad luck on Unger and
Glenn, they wouldn't lose much sleep it
car No. 88 blew an engine. hit the wall or
got black-tHagged all day

ANYTHING POSSIBLE
“Nobody would be terribly upset
they had 1o sit out for one reason or
another,” sind Grapsde-Pesg Stock Car
Club president Bery Fritsma [ Anything
18 possible, any thingTamappen.
But. like most of the deivers, Eritsma,
who pilot’s No. 73 and 1s in third place
with 16 points, 1s almost ready to hand
the title 1o Unger and Glenn
would, however, just as soon they didn™t
wrap the title up until the last race date

Oct. 27, Just to make it a httle more ex-
citing for the fans.

And if the first-place pair do_put the
final lock on it early on Sunday, Eri
feels the big excitement will be further
down in the standings.

“The real racing will be the lower
points people,” he says. ““Watch out for
Oclke tfourth-place sitter Al Oelke with
98 points). He has the smallest, hghtest
and tastest car on the race track

FATE DEALS BAD BLOW

“But he's been dealing with fate. He's
got the black flag a lot (three main
evenlsinarow ).’

The regl battle could be to see who
finishes from fourth to seventh behind
Unger-Glen, Thomson and Frifsmad.

Oclke's 98 points are only eight more
than No. 65 Len Jansen and just 11 up on
sixth-place sitter Brian Kanda (No. 44)
and only 17 more than seventh-place
John Ramberg (No. 431,

“There 1s going to be a lot of positions
change,” Eritsmad says. “It's really go-
ng to provide some excitement this
weekend ™

This weekend's main event is spon-
sored by Muffler Mansion while CFGP
will be  sponsoring the novelly
mechanie’s race.

Early in October, Speedway will be
hosting a $1,000 winner-take-all demoli-
Lion derby.

“A $1,000 derby has never been held
north of Calgary,” says. “They
had one in Calgary tor $750 and had 50
cars.”

Anyone interested in enterning a car in
the derby can register and pick up the
rules from Eritsma a1 City Discount Cen-
re
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Gordy Glenn calls it quits

By MIKE BEALDIN
of our stall

I's officin). Gordy Glenn und company will not
be racing at Grande Praire Speedway this year,

The popular steck car driver, who plloted his
Mashy No. 88 to five championships, sold his car
1o rookie Dennls Wurst and woa't be behind the
wheel,

Lasl year Gleon announced his retirement bul
showed up lor two races &s he and co-driver
Glenn Unger pushed No, 88 10 its thied straight
championship, pling up & record 18] points,

Glena's departure leaves the championship
wide-open for a feld of 16 cars expected to com.
pete for Lthe Grande Prairie stock car club title
this year.

Flrst rnce of the season is this Sunday (2p.m )
al the Speeduay

Although there are a number of contenders
shooting for the (oLspu. the beir apparent sp-
pears 1o be Al Oelke in No. 77, who was fourth
it year. In 1) he finished second behind
Glenn and won the title in 1978 when his rival sat
out & year

“Al has a n, fast car,”" says club
president B"lle'l the man to calch
of all the ca

But Neal Thomson may have ssmething to say
about that. Thomson kas been among the froo-
Lrunners (or the past three years finising second
last year, a dislant 40 points bebind the Unger.
Gleon duo. He was third in 199 and second in
1979

Thom=on breke in a new 1990 Poatiac Le Mans
(No. 98 last year and should have all the bugs.
which plagee most new stock cars, worked out

HAS IT ALL

“‘He's got the car and he's got the experience.”
savs Fri also rated a8 one of the (rontrun-
ners. Frilsmd, a nine-year Speedway veteran
[inished fourth last year and was third in both
1999 and 1990

“I would say Bert [FnSmal, Thomsee,
myself and Kenda {Brian) will be battling for the
lop three (apetss.' says Oclke, “Breakage will
make the differonce "

Kanda piloted No. 44 to 116 points and fifth
place overall a2 & rookie last season and will give
the favorites a run for their mooey

A big geestion to be answered is how well
Wurst can peeform in Glenn's ssper-machine

“He's defisilely got a peod car,” admits
Fritsma. “1t woo't go as fast as when Glenn or
Unger had |1 but il he's a good driver he should
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Stocks roll again

do well."”

Says Oelke, ‘“That car is set up to drive itself
He won't do as well but he should do good ™'

Fritama says all the drivers will be in for o bit
of & surprise this Senday because the track sur-
[sce has been altered quite & bit. The corners
have boen filled in and widened to allow cars to
ran three abeeast, says Frilsma

“The guys will have to go out and plnf with
thelr suspenssion. ' he says. “It's an entirely new
surface, The guys who haven't had thelr cars out
on the new surface yet will be in for a big sheck.™

SPEED NOT THE KEY

He says raw speed won't win races. The key s
proper swipersion coupled with good perfor
mance on the straights

The club has also adopted & new farmal for
determinimg where cach car will start in 1he
heats and in the main event. Starting pasitions
used to be settled by time trials at the start of
vach day Cars with the (astest times went 1o Lhe
back of the pack and the slower anes lo the fronl,

This year, positions will be determisned by each
driver's standings in the polnt race. Cars with
the most polnls start at the rear while the Jow
point mes get the advantage of starting al the
front,

“'‘Nobody will be able to get a lead of 20 poinls
tin the stasdings! with this system.’ says
Fritsma “[1's impessible now."'

The club has also made some modsfications to
the track oren The pit srea in the infickd has
been lowered to allow spectators chear vison ol
cars all the way around the track and & sprinkier
system has been implemented to waber Lhe sar-
tace maore elficeently
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Here is the Daily Herald Tribune's precanious
predictions

THE MEAN MACHINES
Al Oelke (77) — 1971 Dodge Dart — Al has what it
takes, He's pot the expertence and Lhe car to rule
the roost
Neal Thomsen (%) — 1970 Pontiac Le Mans ~
Watch out Al; one mistake and you'll be eating
the dust from No

Bort Frltama (73) — 86 Torino GP — 1f Bad Lack
Bert can stay away from black flags and
breakdowns, he'll be in contention

Brian Koada (400 — 1068 Olds Cutlpss — He may
be a sophomare behind the wheel but he's been
around the racing scene long enougth to know the
ropes

CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR

Todd Duggan (17) — 1971 Nova — Picked up 3
potals as a rookie Last vear

Hal Beeckner (18) — 190 Chevelle — Mansged
only 3% points last year e

Len Jensen (451 — 1368 Chevelle — Can give the
leaders & run but is a doubtful starter Sunday
Has to be there every race to challenge

Joe Jackson (T1) — 1968 Chevelle — A rookie last
year who came on strong when he raced 1n same
category a3 Jensen

Gary Speadiffl (x1) - 1966 Ford Fairlane — Has
run consistently in the middle of the pack.

John Fraser 1 286) — 1968 Olds Cutlass — Finished
wilh & respectable 77 points last vear

John Ramberg 142) — 1968 Dedge Dart — Inthe
same category as No %)

Jim Pierce 155) — 1964 Chevelle — Drives Gordy
Glenn's fiest car. Will need a bit of old No. 8's
uck

Lorme Forther (34) — 1968 Chevelle
on how many races he starts

THE ROOKIES

Deanks Warst 1700 — 1968 Chevelle — All eyes
will be on this pewcomer He may have Gerdy
Gilenn's winaing car but be can't be expecied to
take his spet in the victory circle. Should be in
the middie of the pack

Depends

Harry Brightwell (8%5) — 1968 Dodge Dart —

R AR L E LT



Fritsma off to

a good start

By MIKE BEAUDIN
of our staff

The memory of his dismal finish on

the finai-re dyy last year lingered
in Be m ind all winter.

But ‘Fritsma didn’t spend the winter
pouting over his breakdown in the
50-lap main event. He and his crew
went to work.

The preparation paid off yesterday on
the opening day of the 1982 Grande
Prairie Speedway season as Fritsma
won the main event and picked up
seven points in the heats.

The wveteran driver who finished
fourth overall last year, leads the stan-
dings with 22 points, two ahead of Brian
Kanda (No. 44) and Al Oelke (No. 77),
both tied for second

“I just let her go,” said Eritsma. “‘All
I could think about was that my axle
was going to come off like it did last
vear in the 50-lap main. | guess we got
lucky today."

Frilsma drove his 1968 Torino to a
first and a second in the fast heats
respectively and ran away with the
main event. He started in the the third
row and quickly worked his way to the
front, squeezing past Glenn Unger (No.
16) — driving Hal Buechner’s car — on
the fourth lap.

He built up a 20-car lead and sped to
the checkered flag over the last 10 laps

The Daily Herald-Tribune

unchallenged. He said his crew worked
on his call all winter, getling it in
perfect shape for the opener

“My crew gets 100 per cent of the
credit. It (the car) sure came to life
today."

GROVE PLACE TO BE

A total of 11 cars out of an expected
field of 13, raced before about 500 fans
over an extremely rough track, which
limited the field to just one groove, on
the high side of the track.

“"Whoever had the top groove had the
race,” said Fritsma

“The track was terrible," said Oelke,
who might've challenged Fritsma in
the main event but spun out on the ninth
lap when he was nudged by Neil Thom-
son coming oul of the fourth corner.

“If that didn’t happen I think we
would've gotten him," added Oelke.

Thomson, who looked impressive in
picking up seven points in the heats, got
the black flag for bumping Oelke.

“l ran into Oeclke a bit," admitted
Thomson. “But I don't know if it was
enough (to make him spin out). ™

Kanda, another favorite to capture
the thrown vacated when Gordy Glern
retired this year, also had an im-
pressive start, He finished second in the
main event, matching the two second-
place finishes he picked up in the two
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slow heals. P

Under the new point system, Fritsma
will have tostart the next racing day at
the back of all the heats and the main
event, All the cars will be positioned ac-
cording to their points, instead of their
times in the time trials.

RACE TO FINISH

“The standings will really tighten up
under this point system,” said Thom-
son. It looks like Bert and Oelke will
be the guys o cateh.”

“Bert is only a couple of points
ahead,” said Oelke. “We can catch
him. I bet it'll be a four or five car run
for first all vear."™’

“Winning today just makes me the
guy at the back of the pack now," said
Fritsma. "That means we’ll have to
work our tails off and be twice as fast
now."”

Two rookies — Dennis Wurst (No. 74)
and Harry Brightwell (No. 11) — had
problems in their debuts

Wurst, driving Glenn's former cham-
pionship car, picked up a fourth in the
first fast heal but ran into mechanical
problems and didn’t finish the day.

Brightwell appeared to have his dif-
ficulties straightened out by the main
event but kst a wheel on the 12th lap
and didn't finish.
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Jansen makes good his opportunity

By MIKE BEAUINN
of sar statl

Len Jassen swed (0 hang back and wait for the Lraflic
1o clear belore be made his move

Now he's bearned that (he anly wey 1o take advan-
tage ol an opeaing is to be ko the right spot o the nght
time

Jansen (831 pasbed Al Ovlke (77) for 10 Jps, got his
opening with only soe kap remasng and shol mio the
Jead 1o win the main event at Grande Prascie Speedway
tefere about 3 spectitors yesterday aflesnoon,

“Whes an ty comes you be right on
he gas pockal,” sald Jansen. who plcked up a total of 19
petats in the third ruce of the year, 1 think be (Oclke!
was worried sbeul me being on s tadl and he shipped

Oelku came sut of the No.2 corner a littde bigh, aliow
Ing Jansen te sseak by on the inside
I ket really think I'd catch him," adenitied

Junsor. “Bul 1 seticed that he was & litte incarsetent
o e driving, '

U1 knew l-nwmmnm'lwu@m Spen
&l shrugged e 1 didn't kmow whether s go
bagh or low. | guess | should've gore low "

IN TIE FOR FIRST

But the second place finksh didn't bother Oele. He
cullected 14 pocnts for bis effort asd o total of 18 on the
day to move inte un unofficial tie fer first pince = the
points stivesbogs with Sert Frissma (730 Both have 51

nts
w’l‘a wont tack to our old supension,” sl Oelke
“We were ipking bots of horsepower Lodey and the
track was verv fast "

Oclke and Fricms have o sim two-polst kad over
Brian Kands #0, who pleked up & total of 15 points
Jurven. wha sturied (he day inseventh place, 19 points
bebimd Frivenn moved up 1o fourth spot sod cul the
Wi Lo st 1) poinls.

Fuour cars — Nell Thomsan (9, John Fraser (24),
Todd 7 and Glenn Ui (%) ~ are
within striking distance of (he eaders

Unger. sporting a flashy new 1 job en the cor he
took sver from Hal Bueckoer, piled up 18 paints, wise-
ing one slow heat and (inishing second in the other. He
also bed the main event until Oelke and Jansen passed
him on the ninth and Meh lap respoctively. Unger held
o0 10 third st

Bad Luel Bert Fritsma. who replaced an engine last
week, deevverva 1 nursaay night bes frame was shol
With o specifications to work from be and his crew
managed |0 peece something fogether to at Joast get
him on the trick yesterday

BERT NOT UNHAPPY
he @dn's mniny 35 mach speed as he did in

previcus starts, Fritsms wasa't disappainted with his
12 point cutley

“We knew we weren | going 10 be super-compelitive,
but we kmped our way through,'” he said. “'We were
damm baeby just |9 firesh today |

Friens said his crew now hus (he right specifics-
fiorm jor tee mew frame and will bave bis car back is
lop shape for the next race on July 11

Oelke, wha wes the 15t (st bent, by would ve
overtaken Fritsma m the standings if hadn't get the
black Mag in tve second fast heat

He and Thomsoa were Luttling (or the lead when they
bunsped each other coming ot of the fourth corner
Flagmas Ssady McDorabd (hrew the black (lag at both
drivers, paving the way for Tokl Duggan to pick up the
Vietory and he four points

I was o touchy call,” sasd Ovlke “But be made his

and | have to live with it *

A [l of 12 ears started the day bul John Kamberg
(43, madeng bes first start of the season, wis
with mechanical problems all day and sat out the mais
event




Two do well

By DON MOON
of our spali

Gramle Prairie Speedway was a One-groove race
track yesterday and that groove belonged to Neil
Thamson 1997 and Tedd Duggan (17).

And of the two, Thomson did himself the most good
by moving from a three-way fifth-place tie into third
place in the 14-car field,

Thomson's two fasl heat second place finishes and
miain evenl win gave him 21 points for the day and 57
overall. He trails keadersd-Gelke (77) by eight points
and runner-up Be 731 by four, "

“Iowas follow-Thefemder,"" said Grande Prairie
Stock Car Club president Fritsma. “Whoever had the
groove had the lead. It was not a super greal
siluation.”

Thomson, who also won the slow trophy dash and
finished runnerup 1o Duggan in both fast heats, has but
d one-paant lead on fourth-place Brian Kanda (44) who
maniged just six points in vesterday's fourth race of
the seasan

BERT NOT HAPPY

Frilsmd, who was tied for the lead with Oelke
heading into the weekend, earned himself 10 points but
he wasn't happy

“We had a bad dav,” [Frilsma said, “We had some
miscaleulations, We goofed up, The car wasn't pulling
ke it should have "

Dennis Wurst (741 didn’t have that problem. He won
Lhe first glow heat and finished runnerup to Gary Spen-
diff 311 in the second slow heat and finished second in
e msin evienl

Third in the main weni to Len Jansen (65 while
Oelke took Tourth, Duggan fifth, Hal Bueckner (18
sixth, Eritsma seventh, Spendiff eighth and Kanda
ninth. Harry Brightwell (11) started but didn't finish
the main. Duggan won the fast trophy dash,

Next race is July 25,

Here are the current standings:

VL Al Dwelke, 77 — 65, 12,0 Bert Frilsma 73 — 61 (3.
Nell Thomson, 99 — 57, (4.0 Brian Kanda, 44 — 56, (5.}
Len Jansen, 65 — 55. (5.0 Todd Duggan, 17 — 55. (7.
Hal Bueckner, — 48. (8.1 Dennis Wurst, 74 — 44, (9,)
lohn Fraser, 28 — 36110, Gary Spendiff, 33 — 26. (11.)
Harry Brightwell, 11 — 25 (12.) Jim Pierce, 55 — 14,

L5 b Joe Jackson, 71 — 6. No. 43 — 0

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, Jul 12, 1982Page 7



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

City Discoun! Cenitre's use of an external water supply came 1o a boll  Darryl Carler (centre), me! with police and city bylaw depariment of-
ficlals including chief bylaw enforcement officer Bill Eider (leff).

Battle brewing:

Carwash owner disputes city water
restriction actions

last night when owners Ber! (right) and Wim Fritsma and their lawyer,

By HRENDA o it
of our stafl

One Larande Fraarie cat oD omght Datthe the city
Kast mght Lo condiscCate o wuter Lank
Bert Folsand, co-o

N court over ¢ity action taken

Aner and masager of City Discoust Centre, saad several city

ard police vehiches, inch g o povddy wagon, coenverged on ) ' property yesterday
evenieg and remoy ol e ik he had brought in to supply his carwash

'm @oing 1o do whateser my law ver tells me 1o do. " he told the Herald Tribune
thes mor ut hwe ey bl ! m very hitter. [ don't thank they have any
Hroupsisssnsban! on

Mg Fotsma faid the Frulay when he tr
city TR permission 1o istall an altersate
uravallablke he sid

He e

ed three time
waler systvn

focomtacta
The offical was

oLl 1 @ waler Lok lesd ot with water [rom a nearby dugout and

el 1 amslalied By plumber drother W

We're in busines Mr Exiband exg he nasane of the game |n s ness
$ 1o contimaw 1 ox st

When the aity threa tened Saturday 1o smpoussd the tank . he comsulted his lawyer
Darrst Carr

he ROME then contacted th wr of 1} uck supplving nhis tank and ordered
um to remeve the truck, Mr Fessmg sa
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Monday alternoon the Lrack was remost
That day Mr. Carter senl a lotter to 1he
oppose the city's action, Mr Fritsmd sal
Mr Fritsma also made arrangements th;
ped off. The RCMP informed him earl .
the tank would resull in seure of the Lk
AL approximately W pom | recerved a g
the tank into my yard." Mr Exnlund o
ok up the tans
When the tank was nof packed up soversl
carsash. “The eaty loaded up the Lank amd
it's not my fault that the city cann
what | pay my taxes for
Mr. Ertsmi said the city's alblegatson tha
with Lhe aily syslem was incorreet. "W
Oty Manager Johin Burke saud the oy hi
B0 around impeching numerous privale wa
From very carly on we made 1l v i
sourcees of wale he sad. “We dudint (
cormmections
What happened Lo them was i
start leoking a1 outside waler soarces. IS (

by e
Ly
dlany
ey o
1 P
Hone ¢
He sanl b
! "
il
wale mw
nes wale
totally «
1t
" \ L)
" |
nhe bimn
‘ |
Mamin

| 1 I" "
" eotstied to
' . Later I' ,l D
ng tl 1y attempt to fdl
TURY]
o Lhwe g 1 that hauled
in Lok i e hanir U
MP vl e !
\ Mr FElisma said
th ] ‘ ]
1 1 CTOss Conl e
Lol I
nen [ el o
ol I h
W manj K the
i { 1 "
1 \ el
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Crew main men

Owes win to boys in pits

By MIKE BEAUDIN
of our staff

Todd Duggan didn't even take time for the ceremonial vie
tory lap

Moments after crossing the finish line yesterday afternoon,
he grabbed the trophy, jumped out of his car and started hug-
ging his jubilant pit crew. They had good reason to celebrate.

Duggan (number 17), starting his third season at the
Grande Prairie Speedway, had just won his first-ever main
event.
And he owed his pit erew a great deal of the credit

Duggan and crew spent most of the first racing day of the
1983 season in the pits, working frantically to solve an igni
tion problem. He sat out one heat and didn't expect his 1971
Nova to be 100 per cent for the main event

“A spark plug wire wasn't working,”" explained Duggan,
who picked up 17 points on his first in the main and a second
place in one slow bheal **We didn’t find it until just before the
main. Other than that, the handling was just super and the
engine was humming good

SMALL FIELD

A lield of 11 cars, six fewer than expected, started Race
One before about 400 fans,

Duggan started on the inside of the third row in the field of
10 cars in the main event. He moved into second place on the
second lap and stayed on leader Dennis Wurst's <741 tail until
the fifth lap when Wurst went high on number four corner

“Tthink he got a bil nervous out there,” said Duggan. who
quickly surged ahead of the pack once he gat the lead. “"He's
a good driver but (being in the lead) might have worked in
his mind & bit, It happens to evervbody "

“1 had a low tire,” explained Wurst, who enjoved an ex-
cellent outing, picking up 20 points on two first places in the
slow heats and a second in the main “And I also got & bit
careless,”

Wurst, in his sophomore season, is tied with veteran Al
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Oelke (77) for first place in the club standings. Bogh-haye-3
points. Duggan is second with 17 followed by Bor
:73) with 15. Oelke won both fast heals and finishedTou
the main

After dropping into second in the main, Wurst quickly gave
up trying to cateh Duggan. He had bigger problems in his
rear view mirror — [FXiSmad and Oelke. The two veterans
pushed Wurst the rest of the race but couldn’t find an
opening

HAPPY WITH SECOND

“Ifelt them there," sighed Wurst “Second place was good
enough. "

Fritsmd was another driver who owed his pit crew a bonus.
He was in and oul of the pits all day with a series of problems
— a broken clutch, faulty steering and suspension troubles

After posting the fastest time in the trials, Exitsma spun in
to the field coming out of corner two during the fast dash. los
ing his cluteh in the process. Bul he managed to get back on
the track to take third in the first fast heat He sat oul the se-
cond fast heat g0 he'd he able to run in the mamn

I have to give 100 per cent of the credil to my pit crew for
keeping us in today. " saic Erilsmd, who was trying to work
the bugs out of his new 1977 Cougar might up until the start of
the time trials. *“This is the first time we've had it out. Just
wait until we get the bugs worked out

Almost evervbody in the field which included five
rookies — had problems. Only five cars finished the main,
Neil Thomson (991, who had six points, on two second places
in the fast heats, going into the main event, gol the black flag
early in the race

The points battle for the season championship is shaping up
to be one of the toughest in years, Duggan, Wurst, Oelke,
Fritsmd and Thomson all appeared closely matehed in Race
One
PIT STOPS — Eritsma. the club president. said he expects
six more cars out for the next race in two weeks, He said 17
cars have registered
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Crucial year for Speedway

By DON MOON
of our staff

Will stock car racing survive in
Grande Prairie?

That question will be answered this
year.

The 1984 stock car racing season is a
very critical one for the Grande Prairie
Stock Car Club.

“We're going through turbulant
times,”’ says club president Bert
Fritsma as the club prepares to open its
season on June 10 at Grande Prairie
Speedway. “‘This will be our most
crucial year ever."

The GPSCC, which just a few years
ago enjoyed capacity crowds at almost
every race as well as a full slate of 15-20
cars, has fallen on hard times of late.

Crowds in 1983 were down con-
siderably over previous years, there
were no sellouts and only about a dozen
cars competed on a regular basis last

blames it on the economy.

g Tecession isn't giving us much
of an edge,” he said. “The fewer
businesses the less chances there are of
getting someone to sponsor your car."

To start off the year things aren't
looking much better as far as numbers

of cars are concerned.

Only about 10 cars are expected out
for the season opener, but EE!%:—ni says
there could be more as the season goes
on,
‘“There is potential for an additional
four cars,” he says. ‘“‘There are
rumours all over town about guys
building cars. I feel confident more
cars will show up.”

One thing the GPSCC doesn't lack is
confidence and leads the club
in that area.

“You have to be positive," he said. *'1
anticipate having a good year.

“If stock car racing dies again in
Grande Prairie it'll be gone for another
10 years. We've got to keep it alive."”

In an effort to try and lure fans back,
some changes have been made this
year,

The women will get into the act often,
Every race meet — there are 10 of them
in total — there will be a powder puff
competition, points will be kept and at
the end of the season a women's cham-
pion will be declared.

“‘We wanted to get the women involv-
ed,” said . “This way they can
be a regular part of the racing card.”

Another change is a switch in race
days. Five times there will be racing on

Wednesday nights, four times on Sun-
day afternoon and once on Saturday. In
the past almost all the races have gone

on Sunday.
mﬁ said the switch to Wednes-
day nights on a regular basis will allow

people who couldn’'t get out on
weekends to take in the action.

Spectators will get their biggest treat
of the season the first weekend in July
when Speedway hosts an invitational
meet.

Five out-of-town associations have
been contacted and already three have
indicated they will be sending cars.

says as many as 40 cars
could be involved in the two-day event
including regular stocks, super stocks,
sprint cars and minis.

““We've never been able to put on a
I;g‘%%ﬁ competition before,” said

. “A clay composition track
usually isn't the best type of surface for
a two-day meet, but it's the best we
have and we're going to go with it.""

CLAY BREAKS UP

The reason a clay-topped track is
usually not used on back-to-back days is
because it breaks up and usually takes
a lot of grooming to be put back into

shape. said, if needed,
organizers will stay at the track all
night after the first night of racing to
ensure it is in good shape for the Sunday
races.

Other special attractions offered this
year include a tire change race,
mechanic’s race and spectator races.
The spectator races involve having the
drivers go into the stands and pick out,
at random, a spectator to race their car
for one event. There will be two spec-
tator races this year.

“We're trying to get more crowd sup-
port,” said . "“We want to get
people out to the track.

“There's a lot of changes being made.
We're trying to give people a variety. |
think it's good."

also said he feels getting
other Peace Country centres involved
in the sport could be a key to keeping
the sport alive in Grande Prairie.

“We have a hard core of seven or
eight guys but you can’t do much racing
with seven or eight cars,” he said.
“Last year we anticipated two or three
cars from Peace River but that didn't
pan out."

If the season doesn't pan out, the
writing could be on the wall for local
stock car racing.
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Fritsma, Wurst locked in battle for first

By DON MOON
of our stall

v street stock vehicles has had an aff

t on the lans. Attendance has dwindled It Thon
Is-harred type of racing over the past couple of seasons and improvec

return, he will be driving

ra
S ' The more erashing T'o enhance the spectator appeal the club decided to
Heading mto the tifth Grande Prairie Stock Car Club and banging the better. 1t's an animal show. U1 give get the jalopies involved. But with just two expected out I ithe track ! is super hard and super
race card tonight (7 pr ande Praivic Sy people something else (o sed tonight that idea may be i short one if those vehicles get  EEESmd. “1t's gong to be a fast track. They
s will be on Bert Fritsma «No. 750 and deten banged up angle out and we now have three or tour g
1 Dennis Wurst (No. 74 NEED MORE CARS A powder pulf has also been added to the reg inon the corners instead of one or two

The veteran drivers are currently loc
tor tirst place in the driver standir

md will be held a

da

i ting to shape up
s with 67 ponts cach

ould like 1o see 1s more cars s the Bronco Tire tire change race

But they won't be the only ones getting attention acit The regular stock tolal may rise 1o 10 tonight. accor The current standing are ; s

Frisme . who is also the ¢lub president. ha s weed up this year which s ding to Eris 1.+ Bert [Friisma «No 1 Dennis Wurst (Xo T4
the fans something extra tomght. And it | 1 LI SOme years as many Humor has it that Neil Thomsen will be out,” said 67 4 Al Oelke ' No. 7 [ Rollie Lint (No 33
do with his car No. o al one time Fritsmd of veteran driver Thomsen who has not vet L a6 Rob Pir

There will be at least o jalopies ther o cars might be more ex competed this year because he has been working out of — 10ld  No No R =i

Frsmd We're going (o break the il set vers giving them a better chanee of win the city. ~“He has been working iis car for the last Uraig We Ken Huier - No, i
they can do pionshup. the low number of competitors vouple of davs
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. - ik WAy : o
Sherwin McKone [No. 44) tinlvhed the mein behind Cralg Woldeolf [No. B3] end 73) bt H wan good
enough %o give him the stocks Hie.

McKone’s race plan
has perfect ending

By GLEN YWILLER Noasshibe ERISNS w25 prorod hiearell nas 122t race day Ne f hat o b preded
Heradd-Trrkeane siall e 0¢ e speed King on the track . His 1ev Irem Sararday 1o Susdey bovnes of rain

3 DO Grand Tonno Spart widh o m Thee were several drlays belore e
was chary the track ean gof rollog seeye. Maindy ot % 10 o
He had e fastes! U « b Desets Warst (Ne 780 who hod bevy

Sternon MeKone esesanmated s gance
pest Lo Sis e Geande Pramne Suxk Car

| Uleh chmroes yoburday allerscen o ok iag 2 2008 And e woe saumtling bock usd ferth throughost the
| Leusd Irsew 5 b I 02 and secend fast Beats anmh case P ares irpogg o find (he peooesary pars 1o
| smg aene gt Lactid dnving, NcKeiwe B s (e Be man @ar de realiy maw he machme ™l
sorileady hroght he Na 36 cor o o arted B car e ke care of ipdress

o & oo S e s bt eeeeoaalls
| thed place Nnesh from $e hack of the ek -

Wurst had % reledate e 3 the
| v fadd @ the B0 p mote race to =iy th FRITSMA CLOSE st had % reladate o car % the

sk i3 e kol e R S Stralieg over sd belpasg fum with repairs
ey L 4 ( N - ) \ », 11N b salt 4

Mo lisished soe port ahead of Bere  lapper.” ETESEG el “bot 1f | slaged .‘,'I:"',*‘“;';“"l - ",;‘.’"u:’i;”‘?"ilr"‘
ERRE Moo vsein the oacrall Ninsd potr Teshiod Waldvoll, 1 hoew 1 ordy bad ace o0 1 T s l’»r‘-“ﬁ- r '\I LT Ll; 1eto e
sladiegs FHIEED wert whs (he fnal das of Tt poRals 10 INasE L 00 SHeraie o s it fire] das 'm'i-; I- (l..l. wsed his _‘;."r
reoig AL thrd overd ale, s | was hgisg smcone else wapld el e wrdnes

g e time Irals The Lming pear

1w battle Sor Mokose, U b pr " hae passet  Shchone dheln 1 work ot oo Darw teest ol sedibe Blaansty Do
»is In ool polots (o e fast ‘o Wacroll wedkd bhvve mak 1t rode e N gt et igait :-.uj.xlo.
beals and he pat taey 1o ol oo firs medok d have cucksd hin on the in ANt 1o race 4 1he 1o i which M so badly
place. He was pashedd alb the way e e s warted vt experted ) b wit

Made (1! MeKaoe sad otk 2 L smike Lke be had sad Belore. MeKooes "We get 1h mng pear chwreed and
Al chintag ol of by ssdeoarnd PHATYY COONT Nai T SIE Be mai eversthonr olse back a tere mome '
Cresrabl Niva al e o Ne duy b pdshisg well exoogy 1o shay n firs Lot s alter his car had bees gt 1o red

Blor: | fieslly ot throagh the !t pha Ne wore g 1o 200 2 reudy ler lie
Crag Wakdre'! and ERSES wrre quie was wiling %o sl Lhere o hind e mem bt 8 v c(v'c-'
aavs atwaod of e § bad & ealch sp ) lieg s Waldnd! ddat e BEIGED n 11 sast Bad k. i Nappess 'y
BEEnd o= coor b wen! 5y Wakdrall MeKow sl T W e ped e teeaks

Levatswe Uher thal vesid huee lied b thaugh It just started 1o come skveagan |

Lisl who wan fad year's shiock wirmes

IEBRIED with e se Thadto sty right on ot | oow whet it wa A Ao ous paad
Pis L) Whiatever be ESEESER ) 402 1 had 1o NoKare a3 2 nervow arech hefore thy

Vo rras w0 s s e s Mchame ol
& 36 nell rice Ard perhags cven odding tethe drann (P § bt Wk that he aas pretty s

SE was anag Lo tanr e off freemn the spuet
DID SOME DODGING

br sl leasl 2 your
Thougrees! e rosiie, Nehane Dad 1e plax Lty Threre rere, we ek Bave to cnne

the mde of Uwe artid dodger 1t meont Sack and defead then. xaid NeKene - They
avardiey » reliaren wihich csuld knock Bim his enow  waenl 1o do pew. 3o we il haee In

4 e

Itduced wipcowr. A
CREW A BIG HELP

da way o gt wp
w0 frooiruseess. He koea o Al pro
WoRota sad 3 aes Jow Scleadin
Regan Dl and Tae Trad tiriluied

wibe s that fe hof o Snsh po wone har
fantly te iy ain

ard o e fale e was W seourw Hw
s sochad ceally bard e e
Dorve MeDermst! (Ne 490 woa e lock
W e over e e buge e dhar
anhip Thioserbogdys was o now cas
nirodscee this year. Mclermoll used a

champn e

A sl & sinde aller D mam wos
LYI0 30 No Bl owhe de
{ feostiog o EEEEN Sor 1he

b W s
bowen EERSEE was e al e lires

Makindl sn ITddn ! realore | w g Deory amuar o NokKme s THAR T
' siheag was pad nlleg lei g Kep yur awerall poinks ko
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Fans love to see cars banged up

By GLEN MILLER
Herald-Tribune staff

It's amazing how people shudder at
the sight of seeing cars bang into each
other by accident on a street, but then
will flock to a track to see the same
thing

Many Grande Prairians (if past at-
tendance is any indication) will be
heading out to the Grande Prairie
Speedway on Sunday at 2 p.m. when
the annual Demolition Derby
unravels itself

Like watching a good horror show,
there’'s something that makes the
blood curdle when seeing a grill turn
into into a warted face of evil,

“If people want to see a real class
animal act which is very well organiz-
ed, and see cars just ending up looking
like things, then they should come

—dewi—teqthe Speedway," says Bert
Fritsma, |one of the organizers.

“ITTIIETT ever was a vote on the spec-
tator’s sport of sports, demolition der-
by enthusiasts would place it near the
top of the list. The sight of wreckage
will no doubt see wide-eyed fans going
crazy about men in machines — turn-
ing their once smooth bodies of steel
into a metallic nightmare

And before the twenty or more (the
figure may hit 30) cars take to the
bang-up, a few laps around the track
is a must if a driver is to qualify for
the demo

In what are called **heat races," the
cars must first move around the track
frontwards — and when a driver
wants (o pass someone he must
bang into a car. They then do exactly

the same type of driving going
backwards. It should bring new mean-
ing to the phrase ‘‘fender bender."

Drivers must race in at least two of
the three heats

Trophies will be given out to the
winners, and according to [Frifsma, if
drivers have some grudges toward
each other after the official heats are
over, they can all throw in a few bucks
and have another race. Who knows?
The winner may have just enough to
buy another car

In the demo game, drivers bring
some cars out that most of us would
think are beyond the point of no
return. They can run anywhere from
$50 to $500

The problem is once a driver gets a
wreck, he has to further dismantle his
car before its ready to race. This
means knocking out all the windows,
door handles, knobs and any burnable
items

“We do this to protect the drivers so
that nothing can fly around out on the
track and injure someone, or anything

. . . @ demolition tank
from flying up and hitting a spec-
tator,” says.

There is one item that could fly out,
but cannot be afforded to be taken out.
The keys. [Fritsma tells why.

“There was this guy a few years ago
who was driving in the demo and
thought everything was going pretty
good for himself until someone gave
him a good smack and his keys

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Oct 4, 1985Page 14

Jumped out of the ignition.

*‘He looked for them on the floor and
still couldn’t find them. He lost the
race when he thought he had it won."

Now drivers wrap a wire around the
ignition to keep the keys in.

Another safety measure (but not
manditory) is the use of a roll cage.
Drivers are urged to use them, but not
all do, [Fri says. As well the gas
tank must be situated in the back seat
of the car to avoid an explosion from a
bad bump

Demolotion derbys have been runn-
ing in Grande Prairie for at least 10
years, says. But in the past,
there were often three or more run
during the stock car season, but not
any more.

|[Fritsmad says the Grande Prairie
Stock Car Club is trying to get people
into stock car, thunderbuggie or
demolition driving.

It's too expensive for drivers to
enter two classes of driving like stock
cars and driving in a demolition, so
it's a case of one or the other now
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Accident mars Lin

by MONTE STEWART
Herald="Tribvme stafl

Fhe st has settled al Grande Prarie
s winy

Bun By Lait™s overiall Bead s 50 hig
bat only one driver Bas o begitinate
chanee 1o steer through the clowd ol
alsu-rinns wd stel the 1987 season aitle
Travim phwe dbetending stock car champiromn
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Pl trawk dusted up,™ sand the 249-
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At Ardell Dimeshed second shile Al
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tropiiy Wash

AMOCTDEST sCARE

P drivers went Lo hospatal alter
Pl -om collisieon o the Ofe-1wes T
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while Pete Haker of Himon suflered
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1T TR L e T [ R R Y saial |l
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one-two tum, | swas Far enough back

that | seen whal was
Veteran driver l!n..'-'ll 1he
GPSA was “damned TOCEY That the

drivers didn "t sulTer serious injuries. e
sitdd the cars” safery Teatures aided the
drivers

I think i17s sucide, " suid s,
referring o the clouds of dust, = Under
o ircumstances should you foree any-
o W reee an those comditions,”

Hoswever, he said that the club as
whirle amad o one person wirs responsi
Ble for the decision o mace. There wiis
no s pointing any fimgers, he sug-
pested, The lesson wis learned,

“Literally . ore thousand doldlar Bills
por destroved .
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powr conditions and sand the rack
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L[TE] S
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RAMBERG Wiks LADIES
Meanwliike, shist might lwive hin
deial Kiin Haimberg s perlasmancs on
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victory
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ldves” cromvn in PUES, won vesterilay ™
scheduled 15-lapper while Reeve's
sevomd place fimsh dictated o sinilar
pivsilio im the anal standmgs Val Gy
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i single

sond Rimibere . wli wias

li'


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

Businessman will fight eviction

By LEIF SOLLID
Herald-Tribune staff

The owner of a local street sweeping company said
yesterday he may take the city to court if it doesn't allow
his business to operate at its present location.

Falcon Enterprises, of 9902-109 Ave., was ordered

yesterday to halt business and vacate its premises
because its operations are contrary to a city land use
bylaw, the Development Appeal Board ruled.

But Bert Fritsma, a partner in the company, vowed he
wouldn’t give up his fight and said a court battle is
possible.

“I guess I just keep op-appeating the doggone thing
until it is rectified,” sai hen notified of the
decision.

“There is no way we are prepared to leave it that way.
It just can’t be done,” he protested. “There is room for
negotiations and there must be gross misunderstanding
on their (the DAB's) behalf.”

[Fritsma said in an interview he would consider legal
action, pending discussions with his lawyer.

The DAB's ruling was the third such decision against
Falcon Enterprises in the past year.

[Fritsma’s troubles began early last year when area

residents complained his heavy machinery was making
excessive noise and was keeping them awake at nights.
Neighbors also complained his business was an eyesore.

The city planning department’investigated and found
the company was breaking land-use bylaws. The area is
zoned C-6 (commercial service district) and only allows
property that is highly developed. Falcon Enterprises
was judged to be industrial in nature.

In March, the company was ordered to cease
operations and vacate the building. Falcon Enterprises
then made application to the MPC for a development
permit for “warehouse and storage™ purposes.

The MPC refused the development permit. In May,
[Fritsmd appealed to the DAB; his appeal was denied.

Once again, Falcon Enterprises was ordered out. This
time, [Fritsmd made an application to the MPC for a
“property maintenance business.” The MPC refused and
so did the DAB when Fritsmd appealed.

Atthat hearing, a city homeowner argued the company
was an eyesore and said its operation threatened
neighborhood property values.

Since then, Falcon Enterprises has continued to
operate out of the building. A brief to the DAB yesterday
said the company had been trying to relocate but couldn’t
because of financial considerations.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Tue, Feb 28, 1989Page 5



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

Bright

lights, big trees

Sl shoto By Onnstine Vanreta
of High Line Maintenance uses a cherry picker to

Willim\‘{ Fritsma
hang C mas

ights in the trees between 99 and 100 Aves. The city
is also hanging Christmas wreaths and banners around town for the
holiday season,
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John
Fritsma (Opa)

19, of Grande Prairie

March 10th 1923
- June 27th, 2002
It i1s with deepest
sorrow that we an-
nounce the pass-
ing of our beloved
husband, father
and Opa; longtime
resident of Grande Prairie.

Lambert immigrated from Hol-
land in July 1957 with his wife and
four sons. It was his wish (o pass
away at home in the presence of
his family. On Thursday, June 27,
2002, at 1] a.m., Lambert passed
away peaccfully after a coura-
geous battle with cancer, at the age
of 79.

Lambert will be sadly missed and
leaves to mourn his loving wife of
fifty-cight years, Cornelia. His
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sons Gerald (Liz), William (Eu-
nice), Bert (Pam) and Andy (Mari-
anne).

His grandchildren Trevor (Gina),
Corrine (Chris), Andrea (Cory), |
Jennifer, Dean and Kimberly His |
great grandchildren Curtis, Cam-
ron and Madison. From Holland, |
sister Ida (Joop), his brothers Gabe |
(Bep), Gerald (Fred) and Mein-
dert.

As well as numerous friends and
acquaintances.

With his family at his side, Lam-
bert John Fritsma was cremated on
the 28th of June at § p.m. at Oliv-
er's Crematorium in Grande
Prairie, Alberta.

There will be a gathering for
family and friends at the family
home on July 6, 2002 between the
hours of | and 5 p.m.

OLIVER’S GRANDE PRAIRIE

FUNERAL CHAPEL
& CREMATORIUM
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