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From:

This Was

Yesterday

By ISABEL M. CAMPBELL

FUDLIU INANDIUNIALIVOY LA preiweenl urdande
Prairie and Dawson Creek was probably of greater in-
terest to local folk than the Herald Tribune’s reported
plan of Canadian Coachways to inaugurate daily service
between the B.C. town and Edmonton, read in the Dec. 5
1946 1SSue.

OVER IN THE BEZANSON district Fred Dewhirst
was given a rousing send-off on his voyage to England.

A large number of his many friends gathered at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. L.J. ‘Moose’ Nellis last Saturday to
wish him a happy trip,”” wrote the news stringer in the
Dec. 5, 1946 Herald-Tribune. *‘For supper and during the
evening two large turkeys scaling 32 pounds, with all the.
trimmings, vanished, as Mrs. Nellis knows well how to
prepare.

***Moose’ was in his usual jovial mood and recited ‘The
Face on the Bar Room Floor’ and was the highlight of the
evening; the Brothers LaValley, Fuss and Roger, sup-
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Arson Charged After
Man Hurt in Blaze

Keith A. Shepherd, 28, of
325 Michigan, was charged
before Judge William Ostler
in provincial court today with
committing arson at the
apartment house where he
lived early this morning.

He was remanded to August
13 without making a plea, and
bail was set at $2,500.

A retired man was reported
in poor condition in the
intensive care unit at St
Jospeh's Hospital with in-
juries suffered as a result of
the fire.

John Dewhirst was seri-
ously injured when he jumped
from a window to escape
lames which subsequently
destroyed the top floor of an
apartment building, Victoria
vire Chief Eric Simmons said.

Times Colonist

He said the fire department
responded to an alarm at 2:28
a.m. today and did not leave
the scene until 6 a.m.

The building at 325 Michi-
gan was a 2%-storey struc-
ture which had been
converted into an eight-suite
apartment block. The fire
destroyed the two uppermost
apartments.

Damage to the building was
estimated at between $7,500
and $10,000.

Other occupants of the
building were forced to leave
the premises because of
severe damage to the struc-
ture, he said, and some of the
bachelor residents were pro-
vided with temporary accom-
modation by Victoria City
Police.
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He Was a Rare, Rare Man
And Proud to Be a Pioneer

By STEVE HUME
Every year on the second
Sunday In  August former
residents of the Peace River
country gather for a pleinie,

When they meet ol the
Gorge this year one of the
most familiar faces will be

absent, Fred Dewhirst won't
be attending for the first time
in years

He was 8. years ol and he
Was o ploncer In the rugeed
Peace River Valley Just alter
the turn of the century,

PIED THURSDAY

He disd Thursday night at
SL Joseph's Hospital of the

Times Colonist
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extersive  injuries  sullered
when he Jumped 30 feet from

Eight hours later a Byear-

old man who lived In the
same bullding was  Yarged In
provinela!l court with arson,
Keith Shepherd was re
manded on $1.500 ball without
election,

Mrs. Maurice Ball, of 4064
Codar HIll Cross Road, said
she first met Fred Dewhirst
yours ago In the Peace River

country
“He Jooked forwanrd 1o these
plenies.” she sald. “He was

proud 1o be a ploneer,
“He was & rare, rare man. ™
“He was & member of
Silver Threads and be ws
always doing things for
people,” Mes, Ball said,

“He always ok a walk,
every day, one of the things

he was proud of was a button

he won Iy & walkathon a few
years ago. He always wore it
“Fred played the plano and

She sald his main hobly
Was the baking and decorat-

Ing of wedding cakes,

. "By » year ago June he hod
made more than 350 cakes.
He made the cake for my
daughter’'s wedding.”

He was bomm In 1S iIn
Denbolme, England, & small
town in Yorkshire
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DEWHIRST-On A 6, 1970 “F

St. Joseph's , Frederick

Dewhirst, aged of 325 Michi-

wSt areﬂdeuotVlcmm!or

past nine Survived by

a brother in He was a
member of the Silver Threads.

Funeral service W at

1:30 pm. in HAYWARD'S
ERAL CHAPEL, T4 B ton St.,
Rev. Dr. H. W xorhy clating.
Cremation. :

—

.
—_—
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JURY TRIAL

CHOSEN IN
ARSON CASE

Keith A. Sheperd, 28, of 325
Michigan, elected for trial by

judge and jury today in
provincial court on a charge
of committing arson.

He was remanded to Sept. 4

for preliminary hearing.
A retired man, Fred Dew-

hirst, died at St. Joseph's
Hospital from injuries suf-
fered when he jumped from
the top floor of a 2's-storey
structure at 325 Michigan.
Fire destroyed the top floor

of the building.
Damgge was estimated at

between S7T.500 and 510,000,
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ATTIC ESCAPE NEED
SEEN AT FIRE PROBE

A coroner's Jury Investigating the death of ¥Fred
Denhirst, K, of 335 Michigan, recommended Monday night
that ronming houses provide allernate lire eseapes for thind
storey attie suites,

The jury made the recommendation aller an inquest into
the clreumstances of Dewhirst's death following » fire in his
rooming house,

Acoess 1o a fire escape acrves the hall was blocked by
flames and Dewhirst may have moved near 1o the window o
pscape the hlase the jury hand. He was killed from a plunge
25 teet 1o the ground from his apartment window
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not read or
Wd Friday to
ail on two
. indecency
nercy by the
. that prison
itrous effect

: 28 of 3420

Fred Dewhirst, an 8l-year-old
man, died as a result of injuries
suffered when he plunged 30-
feet from his apartment window
at 325 Michigan after falling
while attempting to escape the
flames.

* X
Penelope Ann Clarke, 19, of | Vista Heights

efore Judge
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Obe Joh!
MecBrai, was
8 for trial

guilty to a
assault and
causing bodil

*
David Hai

3780 Savannah, who appeared|Sept. 10 af
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Manslaughter Charge
From House Fire

Keith Shepherd, 28, of 5568 Sumas, earlier
charged with arson, was charged with man-
slaughter Tuesday before Judge Edmond Jorre de
St Jorre in provincial court,

Bail was set at 2,500,

Shepherd was charged with arson following a
fire Aug. 6 in which Fred Dewhirst, 82, was killed
by a fall from the third storey of a burning house
on Michigan Street,
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September 23, 1970 Victoria, B.C.



FRED DEWHIRSTS

Fred was born in England. He came over the Edson
Trail with the Crowe brothers about 1910. He met and
married Ida Colby in 1920. They lived with Colbys until
1921 when Fred homesteaded the (S.E. 31-71-2 W6).
Here they went to live. Dick Howarth lived with them
a great deal of time, especially when his Mother was
nursing at the Pouce Coupe, B.C. Hospital. Lucious
saskatoons grew near thei‘r house. Fred was not much

Fred Dewhurst with cake for Art and Gladys Reese and
children, Janet and Gwen.

of a farmer. He was more of an entertainer, played the
piano for many dances and liked organizing sports
days. He decorated many beautiful wedding cakes —
one was for Hazel Lupton and Ernie Ford. Another
time he decorated a cake and the community had a
shower and dance for Art and Gladys Rees and their 2
little girls when they lost their home and all their
belongings in a fire.

When Ida’s Father — Frank Colby died in 1932,
Fred and Ida moved back to be with her Mother and
stayed. Her Mother passed away in 1936.

Fred Dewhurst,

The new lumber school was built by Ed Allens not
far from Colbys in 1919, and Ida Colby taught there and
again after she was married'as “‘Mrs. Dewhirst’’. Ida
was a wonderful woman — /a friend to everyone. She
died in 1946 and is buried in' the Glen Leslie Cemetery
with her parents.

Fred stayed on at the Colby Farm for a number of
years, which he now owned. He had sold his homestead
to an English couple a number of years before (Jack
and Florence Haworth.)

He made quite a few trips back to England and each
time he came back, he would bring some people with
him. Once, it was his nephew Milton and his wife, Lil-
ly. They would stay a year or so and then he'd bring
someone else. One family/was the Ted Eskdales. Later
on Ted went to theology fraining school and became a
minister of the United /[Church of Canada. He was
ministering at Dawson Creek, B.C. in 1966.

Fred finally sold out and left Bezanson and went to
Victoria, B.C. He was killed in a rooming house fire
there in June, 1957.
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