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It has been an interesting year for sure – year of planning, 

implementing, advertising, presentations, interviews, 

disappointments and enthusiasm.  It was also a sad time 

as we lost one of our board members – Ray Boyer.  Our 

sympathies go out to Ray’s family during this difficult 

time.   

 

The “plan” actually started in 2008 when Irene Gitzel & I 

were in contact with Walter Paszkowski, Economic 

Development Officer with the County of Grande Prairie 

in an effort to have the Glen Leslie Church designated a 

Municipal Historic Resource, which happened in May 

2010 and a Provincial Historic Resource, which finally 

happened in October 2011.  As such, we knew the Glen 

Leslie Church restoration project should qualify for 

matching funding.  Little did we know at the time, that 

obtaining the designations would be the easy part.  The 

advertising process moved forward at a steady pace, 

followed by obtaining quotes for the log restoration and 

cement for the new foundation.  Finally it was time to fill 

out the grant application through the Alberta Historical 

Resources Foundation which ended up being an 18 page 

document complete with letters of support, financial 

statements, quotes for work etc.  It was in the Provincial 

Government’s hands on August 31, 2011 with barely a 

minute to spare as the deadline was September 1, 2011.  

Then the waiting game began but we could not sit back 

too long as it was time to fill out the grant application for 

funding through the County of Grande Prairie – deadline 

September 30, 2011.  OK so we will play the waiting 

game again  . . . but the County wants to have a 

presentation before council!!  Date was set for Nov 9, 

2011.  Presentation was well received as council 

members were interested in the project.  Time for good 

news – January 16, 2012 received correspondence from 

the County and the Provincial Government (yes both 

letters were written on the same day) where approval was 

granted.  The County would disperse their grant funds in 

May 2012 however with the Provincial grant, you have to 

pay the contractor first then send in the invoices, have the 

work approval and then the funds would be dispersed.  

Interesting how that works.  Now spring is just around 

the corner and we as a Group are anxiously waiting for 

the restoration contractor to sign the contract drawn up 

with the County of Grande Prairie.  The contact was 

ready for signing on April 4, 2012.  In May 2012, Irene 

Gitzel was made aware of a log builder in Fort St John, 

BC.  Contact was made with Chinook Log Homes - 

emails sent back and forth with pictures of the Church.  

June 6, 2012 Ken Boon made the trip to inspect the  

 

 

Church and provided a quote on June 29, 2012.  Time to 

get excited  as it looks like we could be moving forward.  

We held an emergency board meeting on July 5, 2012 at 

which time the board decided to enlist the services of 

Chinook Log Homes.  A new contract was drawn up 

between the County of Grande Prairie and Chinook Log 

Homes with a few minor changes to be made and finally 

signed by both parties on August 13, 2012.  

Unfortunately for us, Chinook Log Homes had become 

entirely booked for 2012 which was disappointing to 

hear. However, they have stated they plan on starting 

work in May/June 2013 just as soon as weather & 

ground conditions permit.  This will put us behind in 

applying for further grants with the Provincial 

Government however we hope that we can apply for the 

February 1, 2013 deadline. 

 

We as a group will forge ahead; trying to secure funding 

sufficient to complete the restoration of the little Church.  

Once the log work and foundation is finished, then comes 

the task of a new roof, refinishing the floor, window and 

door frames and eventually the pews.  Needless to say 

there is long and difficult road ahead of us yet – we must 

concentrate on the fact that it is a work-in-progress and 

will be for quite some time.  I am still hoping we will 

have the restoration finished by 2015 in order to 

celebrate the 100
th

 anniversary of the Church by means 

of a special event of some sort.  I am certain with a lot of 

hard work and dedication not only by our board members 

but the community itself, we will see the project come to 

fruition.  

 

 

 
 

Photo courtesy of Grande Prairie Public Library 

Date unknown but note the “stovepipe” – the chimney 

must have been built at a later date. 

 
Wanda Zenner 



MEETINGS 

 
On May 30, 2011, a meeting was held at the Bezanson 

Seniors’ Centre to see if the Community was interested 

in the restoration of the Glen Leslie Church.  There were 

24 people in attendance along with Dr. David Leonard, 

representative from the Provincial Government, who 

opened the meeting with a brief description as to how the 

Alberta Historic Foundation was set-up whereby 

matching grants could be applied for.  He then presented 

a quote from a restoration contractor that had been 

requested by the Glen Leslie Cemetery Committee.  A 

volunteer Board of Directors was formed. 

 

The next meeting was held on July 4, 2011 at the Glen 

Leslie Church at which time the name for the 

organization was chosen and an executive was elected.  It 

was decided that all donations would flow through the 

County of Grande Prairie as they could issue charitable 

receipts.  David Sorensen would produce advertising 

flyers/brochures and David Leonard would draw up a 

membership application form.   Irene Gitzel agreed to 

set-up an informational booth at the Edson Trail 

Celebration at Evergreen Park on July 23, 2011.  David 

Leonard would devise a press release.  

 

The following meeting on August 16, 2011 took place at 

the Glen Leslie Church.  Prior to the business portion of 

the meeting, two structural Engineers from Bearisto, 

Lehners & Ketchum inspected the structure of the 

building and confirmed the recommendations provided 

would be an acceptable method of restoration.   

 

 
John Lehners & Darren (engineers) 

 

 

 

Those who can, do. 

Those who can do more, volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bob Vetsch, Ross Moon, Irene Gitzel, Gayle Moon 

 

The next meeting was held on March 22, 2012 at the 

Bezanson Seniors’ Centre. The main focus of the 

meeting was the approval of the grants applied for from 

the County of Grande Prairie and the Provincial 

Government. A contract for the restoration work has 

been drawn up by the Preservation Group with the 

assistance of a lawyer. As well, Dorothea Bulford 

volunteered to make cards from pictures of the Church to 

be sold at the local Farmers’ Market.  It was decided that 

the cards would make wonderful “Thank-you” cards to 

be sent to those who had made donations.   Dorothea has 

also displayed a sample of the cards in the Bezanson 

Store.  

 

 
Dr. David Leonard, Gary Chen, Bill Leslie, Gayle Moon, David & 

Carol Sorensen, Dorothea Bulford, Maxine Robertson, Ray Boyer, 

Elmer Bulford, Lorice Stark, Bob Vetsch, Neil Moon 

 

An emergency board meeting was held on July 5, 2012 at 

the Bezanson Seniors’ Centre to provide information on a 

new contractor, Chinook Log Homes located in Fort St. 

John. A quote for the work provided by Ken Boon of 

Chinook Log Homes, was distributed.  The Board 

unanimously decided to proceed with Chinook Log 

Homes. 

 

 

 

 

 



ADVERTISING 
 

In March 2011, Irene Gitzel and Wanda Zenner handed 

out flyers prepared by David Leonard at the Old Timers’ 

Supper at Five Mile Hall. 

 

In July 2011, David Sorensen and Wanda Zenner met to 

design a presentation board – specifically outlining the 

proposed restoration plan, history of Church, complete 

with pictures showing the various areas of the building 

showing the decay.  The display was manned by Carol 

and David Sorensen at the Edson Trail Celebration in 

Grande Prairie on July 23, 2011. 

 

On August 8, 2011, Dr. David Leonard issued a press 

release from which two informative articles have 

appeared in the Daily Herald Tribune – September 5, 

2011 and April 12, 2012 as well as two interviews by 

CJXX Big Country occurring around the same time 

frame. 

 

On December 10, 

2011, Wanda & 

Irene handed out 

flyers complete with 

membership forms 

at the Bezanson 

Christmas Craft 

Sale. 

 

 

In April 2011, the County has 

included on their web-site 

information on the restoration 

project and as well the 

membership flyer designed by 

David Sorensen. 

 

 

 
Advertising at Crystal Creek summer of 2011 and 2012 

 

********************************************** 

Bezanson Bulletin 
School Newsletter 

May 10, 2012 issue included an 

article on the Restoration of the 

Glen Leslie Church. 

********************************************** 

 

 

 

 
Dorothea Bulford’s card display 

Kleskun Hills Museum Day 

June 24, 2012 

 

********************************************** 

 

We had an article complete 

with picture published in the 

June 2012 issue detailing the 

restoration of the Glen Leslie Church which has given 

our project National exposure. 

 

 
 

********************************************** 

 
County Open House at Crystal Creek June 26, 2012 

Megan Schur – Manager Parks & Recreation 

Irene Gitzel and Wanda Zenner 

 



Interview with Charles Wales 
June 16, 2012 at his residence in Grande Prairie. 

 

 
 

Charlie has amazing stories to tell not only about the 

Church but the Glen Leslie area in general.  He fondly 

told the story of how there used to be another knoll just 

east of the Church.  Skunks had moved into the knoll and 

dug holes.  The school kids (of which Charlie was one) 

would play in the skunk holes much to the dismay of the 

teacher.  It is interesting to note that Charlie Wales was 

born the same year that the Community got together to 

discuss the idea for building a Church. 

 

 

The original 

Glen Leslie 

Church organ 

is currently 

located in the 

Catholic 

Church at the 

Kleskun Hills 

Park.  In an 

attempt to 

locate the 

original bible, 

Irene Gitzel 

and Wanda 

Zenner viewed 

the bibles held at the Grande Prairie Museum however it 

was later discovered that the original bible was stolen. 

 
Photo courtesy of 

SPRA 2005.69.07 

note the chimney is 

in place. Exact date 

unknown however 

due to the size of 

the woodpiles you 

could assume the 

Church was being utilized as the Somme School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glen Leslie Cemetery News 
 

**The County will replace the sign located close to 

highway 670 in 2013** 

 

 
Photo by David Sorensen 

 

**Irene Gitzel & Wanda Zenner have photographed all 

the headstones in the Cemetery and provided the work to 

the GP & District Branch of AB Genealogical Society.  

The photos will be able to be accessed on their website in 

due course** 

 

**The County has approved the request to have Grant 

Moon honored for all his years with the Cemetery.  A 

bench with an engraved plaque attached will soon be 

made available** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks To 

 
**Ross Moon for delivering all the donations to the        

County of Grande Prairie** 

 

**Walter Gitzel for meeting with Chinook Log Homes     

to inspect the Church**  

 

**Bezanson Seniors’ for allowing our meetings to be 

held at their centre** 

 

**Bezanson Farmers’ Market for donating their coffee 

funds** 

 

**Irene Gitzel for implementing an album dedicated to 

the restoration project** 

 

 
 

 
 

 



PRESENTATIONS 

 

Forbes Presbyterian Church Presentation & 

Pie Fund-Raiser 

 
Mrs. Oatway with 

the Forbes 

Presbyterian Church 

ladies group invited 

the Glen Leslie 

Preservation Group 

to speak on the 

proposed restoration 

project that she had 

heard about on the 

radio.  On March 6, 

2012, Irene Gitzel 

and Wanda Zenner 

delivered a 

presentation on the 

plan for restoration 

complete with 

handouts and a 

presentation board 

that outlined the 

areas of decay along 

with the proposed 

phases of restoration.  

The presentation was well received with approximately 

15 ladies in attendance.  The meeting concluded with 

beverages and cake. 

 

 
Wanda Zenner enjoying pie at the June fund-raiser 

(photos of Alexander & Agnes Forbes on wall in background) 

 

On Sunday June 3, 2012, a delightful time was had by all 

as the Forbes Presbyterian Church ladies group served a 

delicious selection of home-made pies accompanied by 

juice, coffee and tea.  Approximately thirty people 

immensely enjoyed the pies that included rhubarb, apple, 

lemon meringue, cherry with whipped cream topping and 

four-berry.  Funds collected were donated to the Glen 

Leslie Church restoration project. 

 

 

  

Bezanson Legion Presentation 
March 5, 2012 

 
Irene Gitzel and Wanda Zenner, on behalf of the Glen 

Leslie Preservation Group, facilitated a presentation to 

the 13 Bezanson Legion members present at the meeting.  

Bruce Fenton, President of the Bezanson Legion 

introduced the ladies. Wanda Zenner gave a brief 

overview of the history of the Glen Leslie Church, in 

particular reiterating a conversation she had with Charles 

Wales as to where the logs for the Church came from.  

She further stated that the Glen Leslie Church has 

received its designation as a Municipal Historic Site in 

2010 and received its designation as a Provincial Historic 

Site in 2011.   As such, grants from the Provincial 

Government and the County of Grande Prairie No. 1 

were applied for and received.  She went on to state that 

the restoration plan has been divided into stages with 

Stage I being a new foundation, Stage II being the log 

work.  Quotes have been obtained for Stage I and Stage 

II however the objective for these two stages has not 

been achieved at this time.  As such, the Glen Leslie 

Preservation Group is still looking for donations to assist 

in the restoration plan.  The meeting appeared to be well 

received.  Questions were answered by Irene Gitzel. 

 

 
Wanda Zenner & Irene Gitzel in front of Bezanson Legion 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing 

 
**what can we do as an entire group to secure future       

funding – do we form sub-committees** 

 

**what era do we want to restore the church to** 

 

** what is the scope of the Centennial Celebration** 

 

**documenting history of the Glen Leslie Church** 

 

 

 



Business Donation Request Letters Sent To: 
*denotes received donation as of Aug. 1, 2012 

   In no particular order  

 

Presbyterian Church – local, regional and national offices 

Birchcliff Energy * 

Pembina Pipeline Corporation * 

McEewen Welding 

Gibsons Energy 

Newalta Corporation 

Atco Electric 

Trans Canada Pipeline 

Olivers Funeral Chapel 

NTL Pipelines 

Encana – on-line application form 

Suncor – on-line application form 

CNRL 

West Smoky Legion Branch # 244 * 

CWL – Bezanson * 

Bezanson Community Church 

Golden Years Center 

Ken Wilson Contracting Ltd. * 

Leyman Distributors 

City of Grande Prairie 

Nodes Construction 

Weyerhayser Canada - on-line application form * 

Adams Ranch  

Terra Max Contracting Ltd. 

Peace Country Historical Society 

Grande Prairie & District Oldtimers’ Association 

Neufeld/Parkland Industries 

Windsor Ford 

 
 

 

Volunteers don't get paid, 

Not because they're worthless, 

But because they're priceless. 

 

   

 

 

 
 

Glen Leslie Church being used as a School 

for the Somme School District #3634 

Photo courtesy of Bill Leslie 

 

 

 

Board Members - voting 
 

Wanda Zenner – President 

Irene Gitzel 

Theresa Moon – Secretary/Treasurer 

David Sorensen 

Gayle Moon 

Jim Robertson 

Melvin Bulford 

Grant Bulford 

Bob Vetsch 

 

 

Board Members - non-voting 
 

Ross Moon 

Rita Boyer 

Maxine Maxwell 

Grant & Margaret Moon 

Evelyn Vetsch 

Maxine Robertson 

William Balmer 

Neil Moon 

Lorice Stark 

Murray Stark 

Irene Nellis 

Shirley Nellis 

Arnold & Anna Ladwig 

Ethel Curle 

Joyce Stanley 

Elmer & Ann Bulford 

Jim Bulford 

Donna McNally 

Gerald & Lynne Oe 

Bill Leslie 

Carol Sorensen 

Kathleen Bulford 

 

 

Glen Leslie Church Preservation Group 
 

Contact: 

Wanda Zenner  780-538-2702 

Irene Gitzel  780-539-3884 

Theresa Moon  780-532-6198 
 

Email: glenles@telus.net 
 

Theresa Moon – Secretary Treasurer 

Box 36 

Bezanson, AB 

T0H 0G0 
 

Although all reasonable efforts have been taken to ensure the accuracy 

of the contents of the Newsletter, we do not warrant that the 
information is free from errors or omissions. 
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